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The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Troy Espiritu

Prologue

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through Him, and without Him nothing came to be. What came to be through Him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light that shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1: 1-5)


He was in the world, and the world came to be through Him, but the world did not know him. He came to what was His own, but his own people did not accept Him. 


But to those who did accept Him, He gave power to become children of God, to those who believe in His name, who were born not of natural generation nor by human choice nor by man’s decision but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. (John 1: 10-14)
John the Baptist’s Testimony to Jesus


The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, “A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me because He existed before me.” (John 2: 29-30)

“Now I have seen and testified that He is the Son of God. (John 2: 34)

Jesus


“And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone that believes in Him may have eternal life.” 


For God so loved the world that He gave up his only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life; for God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. Whoever believes in Him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. (John 3: 14-18)
Jesus, the Father’s Ambassador

He said to them again, “I am going away and you will look for me, but you will die in your sin; where I am going you cannot come.” So the Jews said, “He is not going to kill himself, is he, because he said, ‘Where I am going you cannot come?’” He said to them, “You belong to what is below; I belong to what is above. You belong to this world, but I do not belong to this world. That is why I told you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins.” So they said to Him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “What I told you from the beginning.” I have much to say about you in condemnation. But the one who sent me is true, and what I heard from him I tell the world.” They did not realize that He was speaking to them of the Father. So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I AM, and that I do nothing on my own, but I say only what the Father has taught me. The one who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, because I always do what is pleasing to Him.” Because He spoke this way, many came to believe in Him. (John 8: 21-30)
The Parable of the Lost Sheep

The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Him, but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So to them he addressed this parable, “What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it up in on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you, in just the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need for repentance.” (Luke 15: 1-7)
The Parable of the Good Samaritan


But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. A priest happened to be going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. Likewise a Levite came to the place, and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at sight. He approached the victim, poured oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him, If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.’ Which of these three, in your opinion was neighbor to the robber’s victim?” He answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10: 29-37)

The Walking on the Water

Then he made the disciples get into the boat and precede Him to the other side, while He dismissed the crowds. After doing so he went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. When it was evening, He was there alone. Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night, He came toward them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said to Him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the wind was, he became frightened; and began to sink, he cried out loud, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” After they got him to the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the boat did Him homage, saying “Truly, you are the Son of God.” (Matthew 14: 22-33)
The Crucifixion of Jesus

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him and the criminals there, one on His right, and the other on His left.  Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” They divided His garments by casting lots. The people stood by and watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at Him and said, “He saved others, let Him save himself if He is the chosen one, the Messiah of God.” Even the soldiers jeered Him. As they approached to offer Him wine, they called out, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself.” Above Him was an inscription that read, “The King of the Jews.”

Now one of the criminals hanging reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us.” The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same condemnation? And indeed we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received, corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come to your kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23: 33-43)
The Death of Jesus

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit;” and when He has said this he had breathe his last. The centurion who witnessed what happened glorified God and said, “This man was innocent without a doubt.” (Luke 24: 46-47)
The Resurrection of Jesus

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go and anoint Him. Very early when the sun had risen, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb. They were saying to each other, “Who will roll back the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone had already been rolled back; it was very large. On entering the tomb they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in white robe, and they were utterly amazed. He said to them, “Do not be amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Behold, the place where they laid him. But go and tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as he told you. Then they went out and fled from the tomb, seized with trembling and bewilderment. They said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. (Mark 16 1-8) 
Conclusion

The Image of Jesus

The image that I chose is that of Christ being the Savior of Mankind. Christ has many images, from being teacher, provider, king, and so on, but I think that the most neglected image of Him is actually being Savior, which is ironic, since that was His mission. We mostly pray to the Father and to Jesus as them being providers. We thank God for all that has been given to us, and we ask for more. But we often forget about the fact that Jesus saved us from sin. We sometimes do not even know the importance of this “saving” and how we can apply it to our daily lives. 

I chose this image because before I started to do this exercise, I had a major problem. I do know that Jesus is my Lord and Savior, BUT, how does that knowledge affect my daily life? How does that understanding make “real” the salvation Jesus is bringing to this world? I hope that through my reading in the four original Gospels, I will find enlightenment.

How this Gospel manifests this Image


I started my Gospel with an excerpt from the Prologue of John. This excerpt show how Jesus is truly God, for before anything else, He, the Word was there, and through Him all came to be. This excerpt also tells of the Word saving those who believe in God, transforming all those who want to be saved to the Children of God. 

Then, I followed it up with a testimony of Jesus by John the Baptist. He preaches about a Man who came before him, someone who will save the world from sin. John, through Grace, knew that Jesus was and is the only one that can save all of us from this “sin.” 

The next part is something very recognizable. “For God so loved the world, He has sent us His only Son” was used as the banner for the World Youth Day event held in the Philippines. This shows that even though we, the people of the world, have constantly rejected God, He still gives us a chance to be redeemed by sending Jesus to save us. We could have never been able to save ourselves; it is only through Jesus that we can be saved. 

Jesus is the Father’s ambassador. God loves all his creation. He could never let them suffer all the evil and injustice in this world, even though we deserve it. Jesus saving us was God’s purpose. It was not us that saved us, but God. Through Him and with Him, we will be able to conquer sin.

I then followed it up with 2 parables exemplifying Jesus’ mission on earth. First is the parable of the lost sheep. Most of us know that in one way or the other, we signify the lost sheep. God, by sending Jesus, saves us from the wilderness. It is even accentuated by the fact that Heaven will rejoice for 1 repentant sinner over 99 righteous men.

The parable of the Good Samaritan is a little tricky. I do not know if my understanding is correct. Jesus is the Good Samaritan, we are the ones consistently ignoring or neighbors even though we are of the same level (man = man). By stopping and helping the robbed man, Jesus is trying to save us by showing us what to do. By showing us compassion, mercy and love, Jesus wants us to gain all these. And when we gain all these, then we can be saved.

One of the most popular stories about Jesus was the time when He walked on water.  Many people consider it as a test for Peter. Jesus was testing Peter on his Faith, just as how God will test our faith. But what many people fail to realize is that, when Peter’s faith was fading, Jesus stretched out his hand and saved Peter. Jesus did not go down to earth merely to test our faith, more importantly, He was and is here to save us.

Out of the four Gospels, I chose Luke’s passion account on Jesus. The event that captured me was that Jesus, on the cross dying, was able to save one more person. Jesus, by His mere presence, made one of the criminals repent. And right there and right then, he will be the first person with Jesus in heaven.
Maturity in Faith


I haven’t really read the Bible in a while, and when I read it back then, I only read the interesting parts, like Genesis, the story of the Exodus and Revelations. I read them because they were intriguing. I never really read the Gospel accounts. I did not see any use as I have heard of the stories of Jesus from other sources (TV and Movies). I guess what I read from the Bible were just the ones that catch my attention. 

But this exercise has shown me that truly, the Bible is the best source of human experiences and experiences with God. Without reading the Gospel accounts, one will only see a limited view of the many images of Christ. But as you read, and read on, one will see that the Gospel accounts are much more than just stories of Jesus. They are accounts of people experiencing love, mercy, compassion, forgiveness, and many more. These are the values and qualities we will have if we accept salvation.

I guess what this exercise has shown me is that the Bible is really the best source of how and what it is to be human. Jesus, the Son of God, went down to earth to show us perfectly how to act as children of God. These are the good news, contained within it the salvation message of Christ.
