F-13


Troy Espiritu

Theo131-F

Reflection Paper#4

The Choice of the Real Generation


My parents have been married for almost 25 years now. I did not really consider it that special that my parents were married that long when I was younger. It seemed that everybody’s parents were happily and deeply in love. But soon as I got older, I realized that the world was not that great.


I knew of people who had broken families. These people either used this as a motivation to excel in both academics and extra-curricular activities, or as an excuse to destroy their very lives. As my awareness of the world grew, I considered myself lucky; lucky that my parents chose to live together, through all those hard times. 


I find it hard to believe that married people actually separate for any reason
. I believe that once you get into the sacrament of matrimony, you can never get out of it. I feel that those who do separate never really knew their respective partners. Maybe they were too romantically in love that they did not get to know their respective partners and just got married for the fun of it. 

A theory of mine suggests that marriage is only seen as a way to satisfy the status quo. When two people, romantically in love, want to have sex, but are prevented by our “conservative” society, they get married. But as soon as they get tired of each other, they will ask to get separated. Getting married should not be forced upon a person, should not be done in “the heat of passion.” It should always be a choice “of” and “for” both individuals.

Another thing I see from my dealings with relatives and other people is that, being single, is not normal in our society. “Bakit wala ka pang asawa?” “May girlfriend ka na ba?” “Kailan ang kasal?” Those questions usually targeted at the people at the age of late twenties. Maybe the Filipino culture just highly values the idea of companionship and marriage. Or maybe they just value the offspring that will result from the union of two people. Indeed, the goal of all this might be good, but these people are pressuring the person to something he has not chosen yet or fully decided upon. And this might lead the person to make the wrong decisions in life, especially his/her married life.

I regard marriage, or any Relationship for that matter, of high importance. We are not dealing with inanimate objects. We are dealing with people, beings with feelings and emotions. It is not like we can just throw away our relationships (or marriage) outside the window because we got tired of it like an old toy. People will get hurt. And it will be wrong because choices can always be made. And the choice to end a marriage with invalid reasons is inexplicable.

Marriage throughout history has changed meanings as often as the empires have come and gone. But the idea behind it should always stay the same. It should be done with the choice of both persons for the betterment of the both parties. Both individuals married to each other should choose to keep the relationship strong as to provide a healthy environment for the couple and the children that they will provide for. 

� Well, there are valid reasons like violence and madness





