Introduction


Jose Rizal would intimidate most people if he were living today. Imagine him giving a talk in Escaler hall for the Ateneo community. How would the audience behave? Generally, like human beings of the highest order: they would stifle their smiles, warily anticipate when and when not to applaud, carefully choose their words at least 10 minutes before asking a question, nod their heads thoughtfully in attempts to simulate the mood generated by the knowledge of who the guest speaker is. Rizal is, after all, the national hero of the Philippines, and must be regarded with sensibleness and a certain degree of sedation. The author of novels that helped spark a national consciousness, the man executed for an outpour of ideas stemming from the deepest self, must well be a kind of person who is very mature and very serious. It would seem that the only way to reach him would be to take long walks with him while talking about the Socratic philosophical method, or exchange with him verses of Milton and Keats over a solemn game of chess.

We say, however, that this is not the case. Contrary to common conceptions about an oh-so serious and overly mature Jose Rizal, Rizal’s Sons and Daughters believe that their father figure was actually a kid at heart. As a kid, Rizal was already curious to the point of extremes: he wanted to know about everything and desired to excel at anything. And unlike grownups jaded by time, Rizal remained naturally curious about himself and his environment, even as a grown up. He was still like a child asking endless questions about everything the world has to offer. This inherent inquisitiveness of his enabled him to pursue an endless array of hobbies and interests and led to his more acclaimed accomplishments. Furthermore, he had in him a young, almost silly sense of humor. Some may find it sadistic, or sick or just plain weird, but for us, it’s a childlike mind at work. This humor manifests itself in Rizal’s writings, as well as in the different sketches and comics he made as a young man. This shows his rich imagination that had not faded in time. As shown by some of his pictures, he also loved to act and play dress-up. Children, in general, like to role-play.

We will look into the childhood of Rizal, and see which facets of his personality persisted as he grew older. We will then attempt to see whether and how these attributes affected his more important actions and decisions in his role as Philippine hero. We believe that his childlike self played an important part in his grown-up revolution. 

(part of) Conclusion

Rizal’s Sons and Daughters believe that if ever Dr. Jose Rizal’s speaking engagement at Escaler hall would push through, it would make for one fun afternoon.

