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Paper #1
“Sick Cycle Carousel”


As an old adage goes, “history just keeps on repeating itself.” And as I read through the newspaper released on the date of my birth, I realize that nothing really changes, only the faces of those who witness it. The problems, crises, and social inequality that Filipinos experienced then are still what we are trying to solve in this new era. I guess we learned nothing from the past.

While I was searching for my specific newspaper in the microfilm lab of the library, I was hoping that events during the date of my birth would contain good news. But no, most of the articles were about crime, price increases, and social inequality. Even the so called, lighter news that were supposed to give people hope for the coming days, more food and agriculture supply, had a hint of deceit into it, creating more confusion. I viewed the situation then as very miserable.

Much like what we are experiencing now. After twenty years, “three” EDSA revolutions and 4 presidents, the Philippines is still in very bad shape. 

Prices are increasing with no control. We now encounter weekly price increases in oil products. Prices of basic commodities like food are increasing in a regular basis. Even fast-food chains are jacking up their prices. Inflation is a good thing, only if the salary and income of the people follow the increase, but this is not happening today.

It was the same then. The peso in 1984 had just experienced successive devaluations and there were predictions of more to come. Prices were doubling left and right. The newspaper even had an article about why they were increasing their price from P1.25 to P2.00. It was almost a 200% percent increase. But people had to live with it, even though their incomes did not get any higher.

Crime then was as rampant as today. Our government now has been talking of ways on how to deter crime. The use of SMS to quickly inform the police, increase in number of our men in uniform, and widespread public information programs have been suggested. At least these were positive measures to the problem, unlike what the government in 1984 tried to do. They released 1000 secret marshals into the metro, with specific orders to shoot holdup men. Although this was a very debatable strategy, no one really had the courage to question this then.

This is the result of the government’s inability to lessen social inequality. If only our leaders today realized that extreme inequality then is also the problem we have today. If only they had setup measures to negate or even lessen this inequality, then we surely would have lesser crime.


We have dreams of becoming once again an Asian Power like the time before Marcos. We nearly achieved it when we became a tiger economy under President Ramos. But what has happened after. We have again dug ourselves a deeper pit wherein it would be hard for us to recover. Have we not learned from the past? I guess not. The continual corruption, greed, and political bickering have once again thrown our country into the darkness. Were the people’s sacrifices during the first EDSA not enough; and we are now back in the same political and social tension that caused that revolution?


An editorial in the June 19, 1984 issue of Bulletin Today talked about corruption and its effects on our economy more than anything else. That taxing the people for more was not enough if the government cannot account for the losses due to red tape and utter inefficiency of government to “spend” the tax money they have collected. Government then was taxing anything and everything they can reason out with. And this was a serious blow to our economy then.


As with today, government has plans to tax the SMS, Overseas Foreign Workers and even soft drinks. Government says this is to cut our budget deficit and improve the state of our economy. But are they really doing the right thing? Will they just collect more and more taxes hoping that sooner or later, even without a ‘working’ audit system, that it will all even out in the end? Why do not they just admit that graft and corruption is now uncontrollable? 

It was the reason then that we had the first peaceful revolution. The people grew tired of government’s inability to control social and political injustice. They had to do something. They took to the streets hoping this was for the best. And it was, but only for a limited time.

Now, the ghosts of the past are back. We are again in the brink of collapse. Our economy has been faltering and the general mood is bleak. Another revolution will do us no good seeing how all our revolutions, however proud we are of them, in the long run, ended in vain. What will we do now? What can we do now?

History then is a sick cycle, repeating and repeating itself until the people realize that to learn from the mistakes of the past is the only way to go forward.
