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Bonus Paper
Rizal, the Hesitant Action Star

There is only one real reason why it is very hard for anyone to create a movie about Rizal, everyone already know, or thinks they know, the story of the Philippine hero. Since childhood, in homes, in schools, in media, the people are bombarded with information on just who this Jose Rizal is. There are several books, several movies, tens of television specials, thousands of school plays depicting the life of this man, and so, it will be very hard for anybody to entice anyone to watch “just another movie” about the hero of the Filipino.

Perhaps it is better to not just create such a movie. It would only degrade Jose Rizal’s image from the millions of school children “required” to watch another boring biographical film, wherein the only scene that may garner applause from the audience is the execution. 


Judging from the group presentations, and the movie “Bayaning Third World,” people are sick and tired of hearing the exploits of Rizal. It’s very hard to present something that’s already common knowledge. Plus, if someone tries something new, a new approach perhaps, or a new knowledge about Rizal, it would not do any good. The fact is everyone is bored with Rizal. And a movie that is expected to be boring would not do any good.

So, here’s my idea for a movie, make it only 20% accurate. We would not market it as historically correct; heck, we would not even say it is a Rizal movie. It would kind of be an “else worlds” story. (Else worlds is a term they use in comics to create a story different from the main story. for example, DC might make one else worlds issue where batman is the enemy and joker the hero.) The main point of the movie is to show the character and personality of Rizal, not narrate his whole story.

Well, we start off with Bayani Agbayani. I mean this guy is the epitome of “pinoy;” just look at his face, his body, his antics, and his personality. He is the average Filipino today, no one can deny that. Not good looking, not very fit, but full of emotion, perseverance and passion, in other words, “may puso.” Hey, I can see the Rizal in him already. Next, it will be a “Sci-fi Action,” full of guns, babes and of course, “writing.” The plot would be simple.  Of course, there has to be some basis from Philippine history, and so, I represented the Spaniards as space devourers that have colonized the earth in the near future. The friars are super intelligent shape-shifters influencing both sides of the conflict. And the revolutionaries aided by the reformers and propagandists are the freedom fighters, the last bastion of hope for human kind, and “Rizal” played by bayani, is one of its few remaining generals.

The story starts of with the freedom fighters on the losing end, and almost all of earth is in the control of the enemy. Rizal is leading a small squad into enemy lines to contact an alien diplomat, who is broadminded enough to talk to end the hostilities. But negotiations fail and Rizal is forced to fight once again, even though he does not want it. (Parallelism to the real life of Rizal being against the revolution) 

Here on after, our hero will endure many hardships, face many obstacles, and encounter several women, whom we would see him having relations with. Of course we would also see the humorous side of the hero through the many comedic situations of the movie. But the ending would be bittersweet as the freedom fighters would eventually win the war, but at the cost of Rizal’s life, and aided by the bushwhacker federation from the western part of the galaxy, which would eventually conquer earth.

So basically, this movie would be a parody of the story of Rizal, and the situation of the Philippines then. This is not meant to tarnish the man, but just to see him in a new light. People need not see the complete story to know the man. We could let the people see a movie wherein they could see glimpses of Rizal. Wherein, amidst the explosions and the drama, the audience will say, “ ...ay, ganoon pala ang gagawin ni Rizal sa sitwasyong iyon.”
