

We have had such a wonderful term that the school has agreed to send us all on a wonderful tour of the Caribbean islands.  Our cruise will be stopping at the islands the make up the Lesser Antilles, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Jamaica.  Before we leave you should take a look at some maps of the area.  Click here to explore some maps of the area.
Now that you have become a little familiar with the terrain and lay of the land, maybe you should stop by the tourist office and research a little on the back ground and culture of the area.  You can do so by clicking here.

Our first stop along the way will be the islands of the Lesser Antilles.  Some of the islands here are very popular areas to vacation.  Aruba, Granada, and the Virgin Islands are among them.  Get some great information on the Lesser Antilles by clicking here.  For some information on the physical geography and natural aspect of these islands click here.
The next stop on the tour is one island that consists of two countries.  The Dominican Republic and Haiti make up the largest island in the Caribbean.  To read a little about the Dominican Republic click here.  To find out about Haiti try here.  You can try here for a little more great background information on Haiti as well.  If you are interested in some more information on the Dominican Republic’s economy, history, and political trends, try here.  Haiti is the poorest country in the Americas.  You might want to know a little about the country’s economy before we dock so try checking out this BBC report.
Next we will be taking a tour of Cuba.  Read up on this island a little before we get off the boat by going here.  Read about the relationship held between the United States and Cuba, past and present, here.  You can see a great BBC timeline of U.S./Cuba relations here as well.
Our last stop on the tour is Jamaica.  You can read a little about this third largest Caribbean island by looking here.  Check out some of the cultural and religious trends here and here.  Jamaica is known worldwide for their culture.  They are known to be very laid back and are also known for their reggae music.
I am sure that you have all had a wonderful time on your virtual field trip and hope that you have learned a lot about some cultures and societies that you were not familiar with before.  Maybe you were even able to build some knowledge that you can incorporate into a great travel journal that others can use before their travels to the Caribbean.
