
Stealth Antenna – MKIII Jetta
If you have a fender mount antenna and you want to remove it, look here for a complete how-to. You can even keep the antenna and have decent reception, just no one will know where it is.
	Car: A3 Golf / GTI   Time Required: 30 minutes   Parts Required: VW part # 1H0-853-168--B41 Antenna cap $1.20    Tools Needed: 8mm, 10mm and 13mm socket wrench 

I came across this idea on the VW Vortex website, the guy had four simple instructions:
1) remove tire, 2) pull the fender well off, 3) remove bolt holding the antenna and 4) push antenna up through the fender. Done! Based on those instructions I figured I could get this done in 10 minutes. I guess the guy must have bent the antenna into a pretzel to go that quickly. Well it took more like 30 minutes and a lot of patience but it worked. Below are my instructions with a bit more detail. Good Luck! 
1. Remove the tire.   Using the 8mm socket remove the four screws located on the right side of the plastic fender well. If you want you can remove all the screws that hold the fender in place to give you better access to the antenna. 

2. Moving into the fender, use the 10mm socket and remove the bracket that holds the antenna to the inside of the fender. Then slide the bracket from the antenna.  From the outside, gently force the antenna into the fender. Once it passes pull the rubber seal from the fender. 
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3. There is a flat black wire that is attached to the side of the antenna base (see first picture). Follow the wire to the top of the fender there you will find it fastened to the fender and the hood. Remove both nuts (use the 13mm socket) and slide the wire through the open hole into the inner fender ( if you want you can remove the wire from the base and put it back when you have the antenna positioned where you want it). Replace the nut on the hood this will not be reused. 

4. You will spend most your time on this step. The object is to get the antenna from inside of your fender to inside of the rain gutter (bad description). Follow your wiper blades down to where the wiper motor is located. There is a plastic vented shield that runs the length of the car in front of the windshield, if you lift it up a bit you will see the motor, that is where the antenna will rest when completed. I was lucky that the casing below the antenna base had rotted away so I had one less obstacle to deal with. Basically you want to bend the antenna until you can get tip through the hole or the base, if you go base in first you will have to bend it again on top so the tip of the antenna is facing the passenger side of the car. If you take your time you will get it through without breaking the antenna mast. 
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5. Once the antenna is facing the other fender run it under the wiper motor extending it as much as possible. Make sure you get it under any wires and it isn't interfering with the wiper bar when the wipers are on (see arrow on second picture). 

6. Put the flat wire back on the base of the antenna and attach the other end back on the upper fender.   Take the black cap that you bought from the dealer and plug the hole where the antenna used to be (see third picture).
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Put the plastic fender back in and the tire back on. Done! http://www.enthdegree.on.ca/vw/antenna.htm
NOTE:  Website down.
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