Bleeding the Brakes 

Its easiest to have the car completely suspended. I used jack stands on the subframe under the engine and on the cross member of the trailing arm. 

The conventional method is to have someone pump the pedal and add fluid while you make sure you have a nice, uninterrupted stream coming from the calipers. That’s fine, but the Power Bleeder is the way to go. I got mine from Potterman’s ( http://www.parts4vws.com ). 

Get your favorite brake fluid (DOT4 for these cars).

ATE SuperBlue is nice because it mixes with most high temp DOT4 stuff. Dump it into the power bleeder.
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Screw the hose onto the top of the reservoir on the master cylinder. Then pump up the bleeder to at least 10 psi.
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Now you’re ready to bleed the brakes. The kit comes with a nice, clear hose, so you can get a good bean on your fluid and any bubbles that might arise. 

For the VW, bleeding goes RIGHT REAR, LEFT REAR, RIGHT FRONT, LEFT FRONT . The Wilwoods have 4 bleeder screws, the Mk IV (and Mk III) rear calipers have only one. 

Get an oil pan under the caliper. Take the rubber cap off your bleeder screw (don’t lose it!) and attach the hose to it. Use a wrench to gently open the valve. 
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Get the end of the hose facing “up” so that you can watch for rising bubbles. 
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When you don’t see any more bubbles, you know its clean! It might take a bit, since your calipers might not have fluid in them. Let it run without bubbles for a little bit, just to make sure. Look Mom, no bubbles!
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This stuff is going to get everywhere, Try to keep it away from the caliper and rotor, using a towel to dab it off. This stuff is corrosive, so keep it away from your paint. It will eat it away. It might be kind of warm on your hands, but you’ll be fine. [image: image6.png]


(I am not a doctor, nor a chemist, so don’t listen to me).
Following the order of bleeding, bleed each caliper until everything is running clean. At the end, you’ll have quite a bit of fluid in the pan.
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Disconnect your power bleeder, make sure there is enough fluid in the reservoir, and get ready for your test drive! Enjoy your new braking power and your new looks! 

In the event that these photos are down, this will be somewhere on my webpage:
http://www.zpipedragon.com/fixing_things.htm
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