Unit 7 – Database design

Task 2a

Management information problem

The management information problem that I have to implement for the database is:

· Checking availability of stock

This problem for the kitchen company involves checking stock levels of all the products that the company supplies for customer’s who are having their kitchens fitted by the company.

Checking the stock levels for the kitchen company will involve checking the availability of a number of product types, these product types are shown below:

· Kitchen base units

· Kitchen wall units

· Kitchen sinks

· Kitchen worktops

These different types of product that the company holds in stock could need different criteria for checking their stock levels because searching using details for a kitchen wall unit will be completely different to searching using details for a kitchen worktop.

Kitchen appliances have been left out of this management information problem because they are ordered as required directly from the manufacturer. 

Who would use the information

When this database has been set up to find whether products are in stock or not there are a few people who could find this information useful. These types of people are:

· Sales manager

· Sales people

Sales manager

The sales manager would need to know about the stock levels because he/she would have to inform the company when the stock level on a product was running low so that the company could place an order for some new stock to be delivered. 

The sales manager would also have to know the stock levels for products because he/she would possibly have to check every order taken down by his sales team. This would involve him/her checking that all the products that have been ordered by a customer are currently in stock or that the item will be in stock when their kitchen is being fitted.

Sales people

The sales people for the kitchen company would need to know about the stock levels of products within the company because if they have a prospective customer in the kitchen showroom that wants to place an order then they can check the availability of all the products that the customer might want to order for their kitchen.

Attributes

The Kitchen company sells a range of products (listed at the beginning of this part) these products will all be grouped within the same table in the database.

There will be two tables to identify the product sold by the kitchen company, these tables will be called: PRODUCT, PRODUCT DESCRIPTION, and WAREHOUSE.

The attributes for the three tables are:

Product

Product ID

Range/Manufacturer

Item

Product Description
Product ID

Range Manufacturer

Item

Item Description

Colour

Warehouse

Product ID

Range Manufacturer

Item

Item Description

Colour

Number In Stock

The kitchen company could also have certain attributes that would help them when checking stock, these could be:

· How many in stock on a date - This attribute could help the company when searching stock because they will know by putting a date in the input screen how much stock they have at the warehouse.

· What has been ordered - This will help the company when checking stock because when a check is made they will be informed on screen if a product has been ordered or not.

0NF

PRODUCT (Product ID, Range/Manufacturer, Item/Cabinet/Unit)

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION (Product ID, Range/Manufacturer, Item/Cabinet/Unit Description, Colour)

WAREHOUSE (Product ID, Range/Manufacturer, Item/Cabinet/Unit Description, Colour, Number In Stock)

Roger Kerry
Page No: 1
Assignment ref: U7A1

