Apportioning the culpability of corruption: the private sector’s scorecard

It is not that conspicuous to many that the vermin that imperceptibly eats away society’s honesty, trust, belief and bread is nurtured by the very society that purportedly decries its existence. Take the case of corruption for example. It is extraordinary to find anyone taking delight in acts that have the connotation of corruption; that is if the spoken word is anything to go by. Indeed much litigation has been fought, time and again over what the offended individuals regard as malicious allegations of corruption lodged against them by some parties envying their diligence and success. It is thus apparent from the foregoing that no one in his true wits would succumb to the vice of corruption with all its manifestations. That is from the looks of things!

What a world that would be!  Utopia should be the right word. One would not be incensed with having to make extra payment for already paid-for medication; no need to grease the palm of a policeman just because the stern look he palpably radiates orders you to do so; nor would there be necessary to undergo intensive coaching sessions even if regular sessions, though pervasively publicized are never held. If you think that is all to it! Think again. For those of you who happen to possess a motor-cycle, a bicycle, or even an automobile how pleased would you be if the money you pay for the parking ticket also serves as security for your exquisite Honda Supra, superb Raleigh, or completely built-up Peugeot? Whatever the case  maybe.

 How about those members of our folks hitting the road on more occasions than most? Evidently they would likewise revel a lot in realizing that more tickets are on the counters than in the hands of the hard to pin down Calos making fun of their dusk-to-dawn queuing. In any case the beneficiaries of services from either state or private providers would enjoy the indescribable charm effervescing from impartial servants ready to serve whoever deserves the service rather than according to guess estimate of the ‘heaviness’ of the sweetener one is likely to dish out in the event of receiving the service promptly as well as pertinently.

Fastidious though the world would be without kickbacks the inalienable fact is that it is a far cry from the life many folks lead; in villages as well as in towns, in sports as well as in enterprises, in our nations as well as abroad. The frequency with which corruption cases appear in mass media, press and electronic, epitomizes the nature of corruption as an edifice that once unravels its tentacles gathers pace by its sheer momentum. Described as any transaction that involves questionable payments, corruption has come to characterize many aspects of our society. 

Take respectable behavior for example. It is currently an open secret that the degree of one’s modernity is often construed from the way he is ready to part with “speed money” considered essential in facilitating any transaction. The “foot draggers” find themselves losing out to the quick and  “shrewd”. Maybe that is to begin the home story from town instead of right from one’s hamlet. Whether the service needed involves placing the kindergarten graduate into the elementary school; extending the working span of the trading license, passport, Citizen’s identity card, paying for electricity, telephone and water bill, there is one thread that runs through these activities-the inclination for many members of society to add to the official charge if that removes the bother of having to hustle it out there in the queue to effect the payment. Such payments, pittances in most cases, are hardly substantial when compared to the service rendered by the guy who toils it out all day saving one’s time, effort, and some would say, dignity. Yet small though they are such payments once they become a custom have to be paid if the service is to be undertaken, Definitely, the service person at the counter knows that the bearer of so many bills is receiving some return for his endeavor to help out, enticing him to ask for a share of a little bit of the pickings. With time it will be the individual carrying many bills that will be attended to first simply because he knows how to speed things up, leaving the laggards saying their prayers. The cancer slowly but surely encroaches on the education system. To the surprise of many, it is rare for the teacher, lecturer, professor save those hardcore ones, to initiate coaching sessions for his students, the idea in most cases, being tabled if not by the students themselves, then by their parents. Such parents hope that their children will have higher chances of performing well if they undergo additional sessions with the same or another instructor. Consequently rumors spread that some extra sessions beyond regular school hours are held which induce other students to demand their parents to pay for similar services. Eventually it becomes an established fact that the two sessions the regular and the extra are complementary to each other leaving one no choice but to follow both if he is to make it. Definitely, in such circumstances, it would be foolhardy for the student not to attend either.

To link back with the bigger issues of business, it is not any lesser poignant to realize the role played by service recipients’ mindsets in initiating and nurturing corruption practices. Knowing well that paper work takes time to pursue, the businessman throws an evening party at which among the invited are personnel that deal with licensing, customs, and environmental impact assessment. Obviously no mention of business while the party is going on to remove any vestige of suspicion in the minds of the guests. Nevertheless, it is not long thereafter that the affable thrower of the “Thursday party” saunters in the offices of the targeted having an impromptu business issue to solve on addition to a series of scheduled meetings with Fred, Isaac and Mangi, which he has to accomplish that day. Well surely no sane mind is that forgetful at such a rate of services so selflessly rendered. And the deal is done. As more individuals adapt to the same tactic the modus operandi evolves into a more open “encounter” with perhaps some grease in the palm accompanying parties. Consequently, those who speed up their transactions take the lead, in obtaining contracts, winning tenders, and enjoying more spoils, which equips them the more for more ventures. Those with hope to stay in business have to follow such strategies or else perish! And the practice once again becomes a custom.

The foregoing illuminates an important, though often disregarded aspect of corruption malpractice, for despite the contribution of the over-publicized bloated government bureaucracy with its red tape, the contribution of the private sector to this malaise is not any less profound. One could even say that in some cases, and these are many, the private sector more often than not, driven by the urge to out compete unfairly other businessmen, other students, other service users, initiates bribery, which the service providers find difficult to resist, after all to them there is nothing to lose and much to gain in conducting such malfeasance. Most likely, ignoring this part of the corruption equation precludes the success of any efforts at combating this contributor of much dysfunction in our society. It involves the perception the public has towards success and the way it is attained. As long as success is regarded, as an end in itself with the means a mere triviality in the mind, the formidable fortress of corruption is not only here to stay but also with an augmented diversity and intensity that will astound even the very pessimistic. 
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