ENG518
Introduction to Sociolinguistics
Spring 2005

LA 216, TTh 9:35-10:50

Instructor: Joseph S. Park
Office: BAA 319 / Phone: 523-6250 / email: joseph.park @nau.edu
Office hours: Th 1-3 and by appointment

Outline

This course is an introduction to the field of sociolinguistics. By taking this course, you will
become familiar with the history and current issues of sociolinguistic research, gain the insight to
unravel the complex relationship between language and social organization, and be able to carry
out socially-oriented linguistic research in your area of specialization. To this end, this course
will survey various approaches of sociolinguistics, critically consider the notion of variation,
address the dynamics of language in macro-social settings and micro-interactional contexts, and
study how the mutually constitutive relationship between language and society is mediated
through language ideology and identity construction. Students will actively participate in the
class through leading weekly discussions of the readings, and carry out an extensive literature
review on a sociolinguistic topic of their choice.

Text
Rajend Mestherie, Joan Swann, Andrea Deumert, and William Leap. 2000. Introducing
Sociolinguistics. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Evaluation

Assignments: 30% (2 x 15%)
Discussion leading: 10%

Research topic description: 5%
Annotated bibliography: 20%

Literature review report: 25%

Literature review presentation: 10%

Schedule (IS=Introducing Sociolinguistics)

INTRODUCTION

Wk 1 Approaches to IS Ch.1

1/18-20 sociolinguistics Shuy 1990 [1997]
VARIATION IN LANGUAGE

Wk 2 Variationist IS Chs.3,4

1/25-27 sociolinguistics: Cameron 1990 [1997]

Regional and social
dialects



Wk 3 Register variation Ferguson 1983

2/1-3 Bruthiaux 1994

Wk 4 Corpus analysis of Biber, Conrad, and Reppen Comparative register
2/8-10 variation 1994 analysis assignment due
Wk 5 Style and social meaning  Irvine 2001 Research topic description
2/15-17 Eckert 2004 due

Wk 6 Language contact and IS Ch.8,9

2/22-24 multilingualism Miihlhdusler 1996
Wk 7 Language planning IS Ch.12
3/1-3 Mazrui 2002
Wk 8 Language choice and IS Ch.5
3/8-10 codeswitching Blom and Gumperz
1972[1986]
Wk 9 Interaction as social IS Ch.6 Annotated bibliography
3/15-17 context Wolfson 1989 due
Wk 10 No class: Spring break
3/22-24
Wk 11 Language difference in IS Ch.7 Conversational structure
3/29-31 interaction/cross-talk Gumperz 1982 assignment due
Wk 12 Language, interaction, Whalen, Zimmerman, Whalen
4/5-7 and power 1988
Kitzinger 2000
Wk 13 Language ideology Irvine and Gal 2000
4/12-14 Kulick 1998

Wk 14 Language and identity Ochs 1992
4/19-21 Bucholtz and Hall 2004

Wk 15 Student presentations
4/26-28

Wk 16 Student presentations
5/3-5 Review and summary
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