Guilt and Sin in The Scarlet Letter
Thesis:  The main themes of The Scarlet Letter are expressed repeatedly throughout the story and focus on how guilt and sin impact individuals.

I. Introduction

II. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s family history impacted his writing.

A. He had Puritan ancestors.

B.  This caused guilt that affected the subjects his works contained.

III. Guilt and sin affect the characters in The Scarlet Letter.

A. Guilt and sin affect Hester Prynne.

B. Guilt and sin affect Arthur Dimmesdale.

C. Guilt and sin affect Roger Chillingworth.

IV.       The scaffold scenes are central to the work and tie together the book’s main themes of guilt and sin.

A. Guilt and sin are introduced in the first scaffold scene.

B. Guilt and sin are shown in the second scaffold scene.

C. Guilt and sin and their affects are shown in the third scaffold scene.


V.        Conclusion

