*Stars and Stripes*

Target Audience: 3rd Grade

CLICK ON THE UNDERLINED WORDS FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION

What exactly is the significance of the American flag? What do the red stripes stand for? The White? What about the stars. Hopefully at the end of this tour you will come to know more about the significance behind what the flag means to our country.



The first American flag was made by Betsy Ross in May of 1776. It was not until July of that year that the Declaration of Independence was signed. The flag originally contained 13 stars and 13 stripes, one representing each one of the original colonies. Congress has since been many changes to the flag, leading up to the flag that flies today. 50 stars representing fifty states. 13 stripes represent the 13 original colonies. Seven of the stripes are red, while six of the stripes are white. The colors of the flag also have great significance. Use the link to find out what each color on the flag represents.

The longest period of time that our flag’s appearance has gone unchanged was from 1912-1959(about 47 years). In 2007, the flag that we use now will have also been used for 47 years. Throughout the history of our nation, our flag has been updated to represent the growth of the nation. Can you figure out the shortest period of time that the flag has gone unchanged? 

One thing you have to be careful of is the proper treatment of the flag. There are specific ways flags are to fly on poles, certain ways to fold them, and certain ways to handle them when they are worn. It is proper etiquette to burn the flag respectfully in order to destroy it when it’s no longer able to represent the country. 
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