Chapter  9  -  Jacksonian America - 235

 

Alexis deTocqueville – Democracy in America  1835-1840

·         American Society – general equality of condition among the people

·         Political rights to the level of the humblest citizens

·         Dissemination of wealth brings the notion of property within the reach of all

·         Industrialism… manufactures lowers the class of workmen while it raises the class of masters

 

Greatest danger facing the nation was privilege

Need to eliminate the favored status of powerful elites

 

Jackson (& Jacksonians)

·         Were not egalitarian

·         Nothing to challenge existence of slavery

·         Harsh assaults on American Indians

·         Accepted economic inequality and social gradation

·         Frontier aristocrat – served by people of wealth & standing

·         Risen to prominence on the basis of talent & energies (meritocracy)

·         Opportunity open to others – aroused by rhetoric

·         Challenge to the Eastern elite from the rising South and West
 

The Rise of Mass Politics

The Expanding Electorate – 236

 

Transformation of American politics extending the right to vote to a new group

·         Until 1820s – white male property owners – only voters

·         Ohio & other new states – all adult white males – voting & office holding

·         Older states respond to meet competition – avoid population loss

 

Massachusetts observation

·         Rich better represented than the poor

·         Daniel Webster “power naturally and necessarily follows property”

 

New York

·         Reformers quoted Declaration of Independence…

·         Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness… not property

 

Rhode Island

Remained restrictive until “Dorr Constitution & Rebellion” in 1840s

 

South

·         Election laws favored planters and “old money & power”

 

Everywhere…

·         Free blacks could not vote anywhere

·         Women could not vote anywhere

·         Nowhere was there a secret ballot – ballots inspected by the “powers of the day”

 

Voting Participation in Presidential Elections – white males

	1824
	27%

	1828
	58%

	1840
	80%


 

The Legitimization of Party – 238

Growing interest in politics, party organization, party loyalty

Most Americans did not want political parties  - preferred a consensus

· New view – parties essential to democracy – challenge the closed elite

·         Ideological commitments would be less important than party loyalty

·         For one party to survive – it needed opposition

·         Each party committed to its own existence 

·         Jacksonians became Democrats – forerunner of today’s Democratic party – nation’s oldest

·         Anti-Jacksonians became Whigs
 

“President of the Common Man” – 239

·         Early Democratic Party – no uniform ideological position

·         Jacksonian Democracy – equal protection and benefits to all white male citizens and favor no region or class

·         In practice – 

· o       an assault on the Eastern aristocracy

· o       extended opportunities to West and South

· o       continuing subjugation of African Americans and Indians

· o       no political participation for women

 

First targets – entrenched federal office holders

Offices belonged to the people, not the office holders

·         (Popularized existing) Spoils System – to the victor goes the spoils – 

·         20% replacement – same as Jefferson

·         “Right” of elected officials to appoint party faithful

 

1832 – first Democratic Party Convention

·         Touted as a vehicle for participation by the people (vs. congressional caucus)

·         Reality – party corruption and political exclusivity

·         Appointments continue to be directed to political loyalists

 

Our Federal Union

Calhoun and Nullification – 241

 

John C. Calhoun – Secretary of War and VP in JQ Adams administration

Carolinians blamed economic problems on the “tariff of abominations” of 1828

· Theory of Nullification
·         Moderate alternative to succession

·         Drawing from Madison & Jefferson on their Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions (1798 – 99)

· o       Federal government created by the states

· o       States, not federal government or courts, final arbiters of constitutionality

· o       States may therefore declare federal laws unconstitutional

· o       Law would remain unconstitutional until ¾  of the states ratified it as a constitutional amendment

· o       Objecting state could then choose between acceptance and succession

Calhoun really desired a negotiated settlement – withdrawal of the tariff

 
 

The Rise of Van Buren - 241
· Martin Van Buren – Democrat NY – governor and political wizard

·         1829 – resigned governorship to accept Secretary of State from Jackson

·         Member of Jackson’s inner circle – his “Kitchen Cabinet”

 

Quarrel over Peggy O’Neale

·         Ran a rooming house in DC – Jackson & John Eaton stayed there

· o       1820s rumor – Eaton & O’Neale romantically involved

· o       1828 – Mr. O’Neale dies – Eaton and Peggy soon marry

· o       Eaton named Secretary of War – Peggy O’Neale-Eaton now a cabinet wife

· o       Mrs. John C. Calhoun- wife of VP – refuses to receive Mrs. Eaton into Washington society

· o       Jackson furious and reflective of the treatment of his wife – Rachel

· o       More likely cause was modest social background of Peggy Eaton

· o       John C. Calhoun sides with his wife on the social issue

· o       Van Buren befriends the Eatons

· o       1832 election – VP Calhoun dropped from ticket – presidential hopes vanished 

· o       Martin Van Buren is VP choice in 1832 – elected president in 1836

 

The Webster-Hayne Debate – 242

 

· Sectional issues intruding into national politics

·         Connecticut senator suggests suspending western land sales

·         Benton from Missouri objects – serves NE at expense of the west

·         Hayne from SC picks up the argument hoping to find an ally for tariff reduction

·         Hayne argues south & west victims of the tyranny of the NE – support for Calhoun’s Nullification Theory

·         Webster attacks Hayne (and Calhoun) for challenging the integrity of the union

·         Debates ensue…

·         Jackson, at a dinner, sides with Webster against Calhoun – Calhoun responds to Jackson

 

Dangerous lines along the lines of nullification and secession and regional differences are being drawn

The union is not split, but cracks are forming 

 

The Nullification Crisis – 243

 

1832 – SC responds angrily to tariff bill that offers no relief from 1828 Tariff of Abominations

· Some ready to secede – but try nullification first

·         SC votes to nullify tariffs of 1828 and 1832

·         Jackson insists nullification is treason – strengthens forts – sends warships to Charleston

·         Jackson wins approval of “Force Bill” authorizing president to use military to enforce acts of Congress

·         Henry Clay, SC, negotiates tariff reduction 

·         SC repeals its nullification of the tariffs then,

·         SC symbolically nullifies the Force Bill

·         SC won tariff reduction but could not alone, defy the federal government (Where did the Civil War start?)

 
 

The Removal of the Indians - 244

Jackson wanted the Indians moved out west

His views were consistent with most Americans

 

White Attitudes Toward the Tribes – 244

Indians originally viewed as “noble savages”

· New view was simply “savages” uncivilized and uncivilizable

·         Whites not expected to live in proximity to savage Indians

·         Indian cultures and societies unworthy of respect

·         Fears of endless conflict and violence

·         Insatiable desire for territory by whites

·         Tribes both “sovereign and dependent”

·         Government consistently finding ways to move Indians to allow for white expansion

 

The Black Hawk War - 244

 

Old Northwest Indians – last battle – 1831 – 1832

·         Black Hawk & followers refused to recognize previous ceding of lands to US

·         Reoccupied vacant lands

·         Illinois state militia and federal troops tried to exterminate the tribe, even when they attempted to surrender

·         Black Hawk captured – sent on a tour of the East

 

The “Five Civilized Tribes” – 245

 

Located in the South

·         Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, Chickasaw, and Choctaw

·         Agricultural societies with successful economies

·         Cherokees had a written language and formal constitution

·         States pass Indian regulations 

·         Congress passes the Removal Act of 1830 – move Indians to the west

 

Georgia continued to move Cherokees out despite Worcester v. Georgia Supreme Court ruling

·         Jackson – “John Marshall has made his decision – now let him enforce it.”

·         1835 – federal government “settles with Cherokees”

·         Jackson sends army of 7,000 to forcibly drive Cherokees west 

 

Trails of Tears – 245

 

The Trail Where They Cried – The Trail of Tears

Cherokees forced march to Indian Territory (Georgia to Oklahoma) 

Winter of 1838 – thousands died along the way

All 5 Civilized Tribes relocated between 1830 and 1838

Indian territory consisted of land most whites did not want – for awhile

Some Seminoles resisted the effort to relocate

·         Seminoles under Osceola fought guerrilla warfare in the Everglades

·         Osceola captured under a white flag, imprisoned, died

· o       Seminoles still remained in Florida

 

The Meaning of Removal – 247

 

End of 1830s all important Indian societies moved west of Mississippi

·         100 million acres of eastern land ceded

·         Relocated to reservations, surrounded by forts

·         Climate / topography unfamiliar

·         Later incursions by whites

 

Was removal necessary?

·         New Mexico, Pacific Northwest, Texas, California

·         Lewis & Clark

·         British theory of colonization – plantations separate from natives

·         US Government policies – racist by today’s standards

 
 

Jackson and The Bank War – 248

Social and territorial issues – willing to use federal power freely

Economic issues – opposed to concentrating power in the federal government / institutions

 

Biddle’s Institution - 248

Bank of the United States – Philadelphia – Nicholas Biddle (Alan Greenspan of his day)

·         Only place where federal government could deposit its funds

·         Credit to growing enterprises

·         Issued bank notes – dependable medium of exchange nationwide

·         Jackson determined to destroy it

 

Opponents:

·         Soft Money – more currency, unsupported by gold & silver

·         Hard Money – gold and silver only basis for money (Jackson’s position)

 

Charter set to expire in 1836

·         1832 – bill to renew charter

·         Approved by congress

·         Vetoed by Jackson

·         Congress failed to override the veto

 

 

The “Monster” Destroyed – 249

 

Jackson re-elected with Van Buren in 1836

Jackson decided to remove government deposits from the Bank

·         Treasury Secretary feared destabilization – refused order

· o       Fired by Jackson – appoints new Treasury Secretary

·         New secretary refuses to remove deposits

· o       Fired by Jackson – appoints new Treasury Secretary

·         Roger B. Taney – (future CJ Supreme Court)

· o       Moves governments deposits to a number of state banks

Biddle 

·         Called in loans and raised interest rates

·         Created recession – hoping to force congress to re-charter the bank

 

Both Jackson and Biddle acting recklessly

·         Biddle ultimately reversed himself

·         Jackson won the political victory

·         Bank expired in 1836

·         Fragmented and unstable banking system for the better part of the next 100 years

 

The Taney Court – 250

 

1835 – John Marshall (last of the Federalists) dies

Jackson appoints Roger B. Taney as Chief Justice

Modify Marshall’s vigorous nationalism

 

Charles River Bridge v. Warren Bridge - 1837

 

·         Charles River Bridge Co. had a long standing charter from the state to operate a toll bridge

·         Claimed the charter was a “contract”

·         Marshall court ruled states had no right to abrogate contracts

·         New Warren bridge would abrogate the contract

 

Court, under Taney’s leadership rules

·         Object of government is to promote happiness

·         State’s obligation of happiness took precedence over contract

·         State could abrogate to effect well being of the community

 

Who owned Charles River Bridge?

·         Old money, eastern aristocrats from Harvard

 

Jacksonian Ideal – 

·         Key to democracy was an expansion of economic opportunity, which would not occur if older corporations could maintain monopolies and choke off competition from newer companies
 

The Changing Face of American Politics – 251

· Growing opposition to Jacksonian tactics 
· Whigs – after the English party – who worked to limit the power of the King 
 

Democrats and Whigs - 251

 

· Democrats in the 1830s

·         Envisioned a steadily expanding economic / political opportunity for white males

·         Government should be limited to attacking centers of corrupt privilege

·         Not allow artificial privilege to stifle (white male) opportunity

·         Strong among small merchants, workingmen NE, southern planters suspicious of industrial growth

·         Supported by Irish and German Catholics 

 

Whigs (Whiggery)

·         Expanded the power of the federal government

·         Encouraging industrial and commercial development

·         Consolidated economic system

·         Cautious westward expansion

·         Strong among merchants / manufactures in the northeast, wealthy southern planters, ambitious farmers and rising commercial class of the west

·         Wealthier than democrats – aristocratic backgrounds

·         Supported by Evangelical Protestants

·         No single leader – more position based – 

 

Whigs aligned with the anti-Mason frenzy

·         Society of Freemasons – secret society

·         William Morgan disappeared before publishing Masonic secrets

·         Whigs attacked Jackson and Van Buren – both Masons.

 

Whig Leaders – Great Triumvirate: Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, John Calhoun

·         Henry Clay

· o       American Plan

· o       Ran for president 3 times – never won

 

·         Daniel Webster

· o       Great orator (public speaker)

· o       Aligned with the Bank of the United States

· o       Favored protective tariffs

· o       Reliance on privileged class for financial support

· o       Fondness for brandy

 

·         John C. Calhoun

· o       Nullification Controversy did him in

· o       Supported in the South

· o       Supported the National Bank

 

Whigs could not consolidate behind a single candidate

 
Van Buren and the Panic of 1837 - 252

 

Jackson retired from public life in 1837

Van Buren inherited economic difficulties – devastated Democrats / helped Whigs

 

1836 election – nationwide economic boom

·         Canal and Railroad building at a peak

·         Money plentiful, credit easy

·         Land business booming from federal land sales

·         Federal budget surplus – government out of debt

·         Surplus distributed to states – spent on roads, railroads, canals

·         Withdrawal of federal funds from state banks caused state banks to have to call in their loans

·         Land being sold for state bank paper money

Specie Circular

·         Jackson issues proclamation that public lands only bought by gold or silver or paper backed by same

·         Produced a financial panic

· o       Banks and businesses failed

· o       Unemployment grew

· o       Bread riots

· o       Projects failed

· o       Worst depression in history – lasted 5 years

· o       Political catastrophe for Van Buren

Distribution of treasury surplus weakened the state banks as did the Specie Circular

Panic of 1837 occurred in a Democratic administration – they paid the price.

Van Buren opposed government intervention in the economy

1840 – Van Buren’s Independent Treasury – “government bank” divorced from other banks

 

The Log Cabin Campaign - 254
 

1840 – Whig convention – William Henry Harrison and John Tyler

Harrison famed Indian fighter

 

Harrison – frontier aristocrat, presented as simple man of log cabin & hard cider tastes

It won the votes… 234 - 60

 

The Frustration of the Whigs – 254
 

Old Tippecanoe died one month after taking office

Tyler succeeded to the presidency

 

Tyler was a former Democrat

· In practical terms – Tyler became a Democrat again

·         Refused to support a re-charter of the Bank of US

·         Vetoed several internal improvement bills

·         Finally voted out of the Whig party

 

Tyler and a small band of conservative southern Whigs rejoined the Democrats

·         Promoted expansion of slavery

·         Championed states rights
 

Whig Diplomacy - 255
 

Two incidents with Great Britain

·         Caroline – ship running war materials – American killed

· o       Briton arrested – Britain protests, threatens war

· o       Briton acquitted – situation defused

 

·         US / Canadian border dispute

· o       Settled by Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842

· o       Border survives to the current period

· o       Longest undefended international border in the world

 

Trade opened with China – increased steadily for 10 years

1844 – Whigs lost the White House – would win only one more national election before 1860

 


