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Tragedy and Recidivism


The two movies I have seen within the last two days have been Requiem for a Dream and Blow.  The point of Requiem, according to the director, is that anything, including TV, can function as a drug.  As I posit, the life of mother Sarah Goldfarb was not so good in the first place.  The fate that happens to people is a direct result of how they choose to conduct themselves and what they value as important.  Add to that a knowledge (or lack thereof) of consequences and one gets a clear picture of Sarah Goldfarb.  Similarly, bad fates befall the other characters in the movie, although the characters played by Jared Leto and Marlon Wayans seem more awae than Mrs. Goldfarb of at least some of the consequences of their actions.  Nevertheless, their lives were hanging on by such thin threads that almost any slip-up or unfortunate event could let them freefall into a quite unpleasant ending.  

The movie derives such power from this simultaneity of its characters’ downfalls that it seems like an ancient Greek tragedy recast in the modern era.  Although the chorus of Athens is lacking in this film, for anyone who has heard anything about the movie beforehand, one gets the sense it will not end well.  More directly, the repetition of the montage sequences in the film showing drug intake is somewhat of a chorus itself, altering a little as Mrs. Goldfarb’s intake changes, and the repetition is ominously pretentious.  Add to that the core-shaking score performed by the Kronos quartet, and it becomes increasingly obvious that the movie will not have a happy ending.

This movie shares in common with Blow the theme of recidivism, a theme which is much more fully and poignantly explored in Blow.  In Requiem, the characters fall back on the same plans for money, but the goal of the movie is to show a progression, which includes change, not a repeat of patterns.  For a film like Blow, which spans such a wide period of time, the sad inability of George Jung (played by Johnny Depp) to overcome his old habits creates continuity for the character, as well as should create some empathy for him as well, at least in my opinion.

Blow is less a Greek tragedy type of movie, because, although the ending is known from the beginning, as George Jung tells us he is a federal inmate, the movie does not take the tragic and moralistic tone of lamenting the downfall of its protagonist.  On the contrary, the twists of fate that befall Jung lead one to say that he is a good man at heart, with some bad tendencies, and the bad luck to be placed on the wrong side of some circumstances.

