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Movie Essay: Real Women Have Curves

Delaying Love and Marriage

Note: This essay was written near the end of the movie, at 1 hour and 19 minutes in.  It should ideally be read at the same point, if read while watching the movie.


In this movie it seems that Ana, whose self-discovery in the sexual realm has just begun before college, will learn by bounds in her freshman year at Columbia.  In one sense, it is the typical second-generation immigrant’s dream.  But I’m not a second-generation immigrant and I don’t know much about that.  What I want to address is this: why, in this day and age, where going to college is more and more prevalent in America, are people pushing back love and marriage to a later age than in previous generations?


One question to ask is, statistically, is this assumption even true?  I don’t know, so I’ll have to revisit that point.  My perception from having gone to Yale is that it tends to be the case.  But it isn’t just Yale; in fact, most of my anecdotal evidence on this matter comes from my friends outside of college, who aren’t Yalies; they are 27 or even 37 and still haven’t gotten married.  


One reason, I can surmise, is because this is an educated crowd in an educated world.  More and more, knowledge, is the new prerequisite for jobs in the modern world.  Brute laborers are being replaced by computer scientists.  Instead of picking corn, people create technology to harvest crops.  More education, the argument goes, takes more time.  People get married later.

Another delaying factor may be the prevalence of plights that attack the traditional family setup: sexually transmitted diseases and a high divorce rate.  Since divorce can be costly and heartrending, the fact that one-third of marriages end in divorce could be an inducement to wait for the right partner.  Sexually transmitted diseases could either deter or promote young marriages; wait to have sex and stay safe, or get married to an STD-free virgin and have all the sex you want.  Of course, those opting for the second option will have to steer clear of the banana-piece of the population who breaks up their marriage at some point.


Another factor in the delay before marriage – and this reason I am more certain about – is the increasing life span.  When you have more time alive, why not wait a while before getting hitched?  Do whatever you want with your time – go to school, travel, etc.  Going to school fits in with that I mentioned earlier – the world requires more education for an adult to function as a productive worker in many fields.  And there is more than just college to attend: law school, med school, or a Master’s Degree will help out a career plenty.


The reason I write this essay is because it is surprising looking up from the prequel of college, to see how Ana is going to spend her time after college.  If I were to look ahead with the movie’s perspective, the phases would seem pretty delineated: at college you mature and after college you are mature.  When you are mature, what is there to do but get married and settle down with your life?  But, of course, I have not yet gone back to school.  And there is probably a lot that a post-college-Ana or I can continue to do.   

