Heart Conditions

John 15:4-5

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

Ephesians 1:19-20

19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power  20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 

Ephesians 3:20

20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 

Consider two heart conditions that will help make you a suitable conduit for God’s power.

1.  The first is humility.

1 Peter 5:6

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 

2.  A second heart condition that will enable you to be used powerfully by God is focus.

God’s hand rarely intervenes when our hand “owns” the problem.

What it means to pray for protection

1.  The prayer is for protection not only from suffering but also from sin.

2.  The prayer is for protection not only from sin but also from satan.

3.  The prayer is for protection not only for the future but also for the present.

4. Refraining  from evil is accomplished not only by you but by God’s intervention.

The Bible reveals two primary ways to deal with temptation:

1.  Actively resist temptation yourself.

2.  Regularly request that God protect you from it.

Matthew 26:40-41

40 Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "What! Could you not watch with Me one hour?  41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 

1 Corinthians 10:12 

12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

Watch carefully for temptation at two specific times:

1.  Just before a significant effort in God’s service.

2.  Just after such an effort when you’re physically and spiritually exhausted.

John 16:20-22

20 Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy.  21 A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.  22 Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you. 

John 16:33 

33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

