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EDSA DOS, like the exodus story of Israel, is God’s liberation to the Filipinos from a corrupt system substantiated by President Estrada and his cronies.  More than an event, liberation is a real experience of both the ancient Israel and the modern Filipinos who wanted to get rid of this enslaving system that existed in their society. In Exodus, the king enslaved the people in order to satisfy his megalomaniac tendency. In EDSA DOS, people protesting the President’s move to keep the people poor in order to prolong his extravagant lifestyle. In Exodus, God intervened through Moses. In EDSA DOS, God’s presence was greatly felt through those who saw the situation well. The place of miracle for Israel is Goshen; EDSA is where the Filipinos encounter God’s wonder. 


For the chosen people Israel, number 40 is very significant. Moses’ lifetime is divided into three: 40 years in Egypt, 40 years in Midian, and 40 years in the desert. His age is 120 years old (Deut 37:4). Israel herself journeyed in the desert for 40 years. At the same time, the Filipinos experienced a so-called struggle for freedom for ‘40’ days. The impeachment trial for the President started in December 11, 2000 and unexpectedly ended in January 20, 2001. Gloria was sworn into office in January 21, 2001.


The event in EDSA had some connections with the issue of the first-born child. Pharaoh ended his aggression over the poor Israelites after the death of his first-born heir. Estrada was completely overpowered not by the death of the first-born but by the feast of the First-born of all creation – the Santo Niño. By January 21, 2001, Estrada was completely relinquished from office.


The former president loses his moral ascendancy to rule his people because of his immoral activities on the record. The authority of the leader is strengthened by the uprightness of his lifestyle, which Estrada lost. Consequently, his authority to lead the Filipinos to moral living is nil. As the teacher of morality, the Church, in the person of Cardinal Jaime Sin stepped into the limelight to clarify the issue of what was later called EDSA DOS. 


It needs the guts of a great prophet to denounce the evil in this society started from the leader down to the most ordinary citizen of the country. And being the prophet, Cardinal Sin and the Church hierarchy had to expose their vulnerability in order to uphold the truth. Their opponent is not just an ordinary citizen of the country – he was the President of the Republic. Their lives are in hot waters. All the same, they hold on to what is true – the people wanted freedom.


Similarly, Moses and Aaron experienced this kind of situation when they opposed the Pharaoh of Egypt for his cruelty against the Israelites. They must have been frightened to the bones by this aggressive acts. Well, they just did what God told them to do. Indeed, these two men were prophets denouncing the evil of the Pharaoh. They stepped into the limelight not for their own glorification, but to tell Pharaoh about the truth. He must allow the people to enjoy freedom.


As the king for such nuisance could have killed Moses and Aaron, the Church leaders could have experienced the same possibility. But no, the events that followed were seemingly woven together by one who knows very well the situation. Surprisingly, not a single man/woman was responsible for this. It was divinely ordained. God was taking Moses’ side when He sent devastating plagues over Egypt. God was in EDSA DOS, when damning witnesses appeared and devastating series of events in the impeachment process took place. The death of the first – born was the end of Pharaoh’s tyrannical rule. But the apparent death of the truth in the Senate was certainly the beginning of it all.


God was in EDSA because God is always with His people. God was always with Israel because they were His chosen people. 


The whole of EDSA DOS is about freedom and truth. These are the two basic Christians values, which in time immemorial had been the issues of different empires, states and civilization. These two core values of the people have always been transgressed by so many rulers and leaders. The truth is, the Filipino were fed up with this deep-seated immoralities perpetrated by the country’s leaders themselves. These corrupt structures in our society truly enslaved the people with no apparent solutions. Joseph Estrada’s downfall was due to the fact that he had not improved the moral, social, and economic structure of the country. And this unpleasant image of the President was corroborated by reports of his continuous womanizing,  favoring cronies, receiving money from gambling lords and secret business transactions.


From the standpoint of leadership, the Filipinos are not a sovereign people. And this is not true of the people. They are tired of this image, which of course does not reflect their true identity. Falsehood in the government makes the people tired and angry. Away with those enslaving system!


Indeed, EDSA DOS is the exodus experience of the Filipino people. They have just started their wandering in the desert. But more than a wandering (which connotes no direction), the Filipino are on a journey – towards a society of economic prosperity due to their leader’s moral ascendancy. There are still many difficulties and trials they have to face and conquer in this journey. It now depends on them – whether to face these trouble with great courage or to go back to the enslaving system. For sure, a trial is already in sight. This is the upcoming election. The people have to elect those officials who have moral integrity. Otherwise, they would again stage EDSA TRES, which really burdens the Filipinos themselves. And as the Israelites wandered in the desert for so long (40 years), they should not forget that they might be dilly-dallying in their journey towards the better future. Why? Learn from the Israelites. The people in the desert did not put their full trust in the Lord. They always complained against God. Similarly, the rebirth of the Filipino people would always be hinged in their trust in the Lord who liberated them in the EDSA DOS.
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