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What the project is:


Why the project is needed:



This project is also necessary in order for these “at-risk” children to experience and receive the same benefits as those attending school near Lincoln Center or those coming from affluent families and neighborhoods.  We want to provide the same benefits of a comprehensive music programs as well as set an equal playing ground for students at our school.  Not only will students experience and learn more about music for themselves, they will be able to share and discuss their experiences with their out-of-school peers.

How it will the project have a positive effect on families:

In order to reinforce music in the home, the proposed project will supply families with necessary resources (i.e. brochures, program information, musical journals, etc.) to encourage their child’s musical inquisitions and interests.  A positive interaction is formed when parents are able to directly contribute to and support their child’s interests in music.  This music project will also give children the opportunity to showcase their learned musical abilities in the classroom as well as in front of large audiences, including their families.  Students are given a chance to present their talents and be proud of what they’ve learned and accomplished.  Having families attend their child’s performances allows parents and siblings to take pride in the child – creating a positive and supportive atmosphere. 

Finally, we want to provide opportunities for students and their families to attend local and professional music performances with their families at low costs or free of charge in order to further the student’s appreciation of music.  Without the burden of expensive ticket prices, families will be able to enjoy performances – sharing unforgettable experiences as well as creating lasting memories together.  Students who attend these performances will be inspired to further pursue music and gain a deeper appreciation for music.

The Project Timetable and Evaluation:

	
In order for students to receive the proposed comprehensive music education program from kindergarten through third grade, we propose the timetable for the students’ music education program to be four years.  However, we are asking funds for one year to establish and implement the necessary components of the program.  Therefore, the following is a tentative timeline for the 2002-2003 school year:

September 
	- Training for teachers and community partners

-  Informational meeting with parents

	October 
	- Opening ceremony assembly/concert

- Introduction of teaching artists (TA)

- First sessions with TA’s

	November 

	- Rehearsals, preparations for Winter concerts

- In-class exam #1

	December 
	- Students’ Winter concerts/performances (one grade each week)



	January 
	- TA sessions

-  Administrative meeting with community partners (debrief, evaluate, etc.)

	February 
	- Field trip to community Women’s choir

	March 
	- In-class presentations

- Field trip to New York Philharmonic at Lincoln Center

	April 
	- Rehearsals, preparation for Spring concerts

- In-class exam #2

	May 
	- Spring concerts (one grade each week)

- Field trip to community Jazz band

	June/July 
	- Evaluate data, success of program

- Administrative meeting with community partners





Making sure that all of the partners involved have the appropriate and necessary training is crucial to the project’s success.  Therefore, evaluation of the program will begin with assessment of classroom teachers, and community partners during and after their training. The program will then be continuously assessed throughout the year as each grade, each class and each student creates original music, studies music history and theory and gives musical performances.  We will evaluate students by their musical abilities at each concert/presentation and their understanding of history and theory through in-class exams for grades 2-3 or observational assessments for grades K-1. Finally, to insure that families take an active part in the music program, surveys and questionnaires will be given to parents as well as students to assess whether families attend their child’s performances, and whether music is encouraged at home.  Teachers will also record if parents attend classroom presentations and how interested parents seem to be in their child’s progress in the program.  At the end of the year, all of these components will be reviewed by the school administrators, classroom teachers, TA’s and parents in order to evaluate the overall success of the program and decide which steps should be taken to improve and better the music program for the next year.  Overall, a successful project will show a greater interest in music by students, positive relationships formed within families, and an increased appreciation and love for music by everyone involved.
