Goldberg Variations: Music

Workshop/Session # 3 of 4 (total sessions)

2nd grade

Line of Inquiry:  How do the choices that Bach made in tempo and pace in the Goldberg Variations affect our feelings and perceptions?


ACTIVITY: 
Activity Focus:
How does the speed or tempo of music affect our everyday movements and tasks?

Purpose:

The purpose of this workshop activity in relation to the Goldberg Variations and the line of inquiry are to have students see how music makes them feel in relation to their daily life by performing everyday tasks while listening to a variety of songs with different speeds.  Through this activity, the student will be able to explore the affects of music on their actions and feelings while doing everyday things.

Estimated time for this activity:  45 minutes

Description:
· (Prior to the start of the lesson/activity, the children will have a chance to browse through a table of books related to today’s activity.  As they look through the books, the students will hopefully make a connection between music and speed/tempo as well as everyday life – as they have already been introduced to music in the previous lessons.)

1. Divide class into four groups (count off 1-4), spaced out into four corners or areas of the classroom.

2. Assign tasks to each group – Group 1: take books off shelves, Group 2: put books back into shelves; Group 3: hand out papers; Group 4: collect papers.

3. Have each group “practice” their task.

4. Prepare to play the first song – “Spring” (moderate tempo) and instruct students to pay attention to the speed of the song (do not inform the students of the tempo).  

5.  Play song – Group 1 will perform their task - taking books out of the bookshelf.  The rest of the class will listen to the music and observe Group 1’s movements carefully. 

6. Ask “observers” for words that describe what they saw and jot on board/chart paper.

7. Then with the same song, have the remainder of the groups do their tasks while the other groups observe.

8. Discuss - ask students for words to describe how they felt while performing task, and while observing. 

9. Repeat with fast and slow songs – using same tasks for each group. 

10. Review the chart with students and have a discussion comparing the different songs. 

Questions that could be asked:

- How did the music make you feel?  (rushed, lazy, orderly, messy, etc.)

- What differences, if any, in movement did you see between the fast, moderate and slow songs?

- Did you feel you had to change with the music? 

- What did you hear in the music that made you want to change, move?


Connections to the general curriculum:

· Math or Science – setting up an experiment to study whether music really does affect our movement, measuring how long it takes to finish a task while listening to different music. The results can be charted and graphed. 

· Language Arts - students could write in journals about how the various types of music make them feel; vocabulary/spelling lesson on relevant words (tempo, speed, variation, etc.); reading literature related to music in general.

· Social Studies – read about history of music and the different periods.
  
 Materials needed:

· Chart paper, markers

· CD player

· Pre-selected samples of music (30-60 sec. each): e.g. – Rimsky-Korsakov's Flight of the Bumblebee (fast); Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata (slow); Vivaldi’s Spring (moderate).

· List of “everyday” tasks (and objects necessary to perform tasks): e.g. – taking out/ placing books into the bookshelf (books, bookshelf); handing out/collecting papers (paper).

· Children’s literature relevant to music/speed:

Coloring Book of Great Composers: Bach to Berlioz, Vol. 1 by David Brownell, Nancy Conkle (Illustrator)
 

 
Fast and Slow  by Jack Challoner

Give Me Bach My Schubert by Brian P. Cleary, Rick Dupre (Illustrator)


Kids Make Music!: Clapping and Tapping from Bach to Rock, Vol. 7 by Avery Hart, Paul Mantell


Numbers and Speed  by John M. Patten

101 More Music Games for Children: More Fun and Learning with Rhythm and Song by Jerry B. Storms  

