I am Saved – I am Being Saved -- I Will Be Saved
By Johnny Outing

My Father would state during many of his sermons that ‘not only has God saved us but we are still being perpetually saved on a daily basis’.  During the course of my study with The Theology Program, a theological study program for the average layperson, Rhome Dyck, one of the program’s gifted instructors, gave a didactic discourse on Soteriology along with the program’s other gifted instructor and leader, Michael Patton.  Mr. Dyck disclosed that Christians should not only see their salvation in a single phase of a past tense experience of I AM SAVED but should also see their salvation in present and future phases held in tension with one another: I AM SAVED, I AM BEING SAVED, AND I WILL BE SAVED (The Theology Program, 2005).  At that moment, it revived that wonderful concept that my father disclosed about our salvation and revolutionized my theological thinking on this subject.  How many Christians live morally irresponsibly because they see their salvation as a past tense-once-in-a-lifetime experience? Thus, a reflective lifestyle of their salvation is not deemed important.  On the other extreme, how many Christians try so hard to live the ‘perfect’ moral life? Often, those on this extreme live a rollercoaster life of feeling either exhilarated from a sense of attaining perfection or frustrated from a sense of feeling that they’ve fallen short of perfection.  The key operative word is ‘feeling’ in which they primarily use as the barometer to measure spiritual success or failure.  The purpose of this paper is to dispel the errors of these two extremities and to provide a more orthodox view that will promote a healthier outlook for believers in their relation to salvation.
Basic Understanding of Soteriology

Webster defines soteriology as theology dealing with salvation especially as effected by Jesus Christ.  The etymology of salvation is of greek origin ‘soterion’ which means salvation from and ‘soter’ which means savior, preserver and –logy(English origin) the study of.  In sum, Soteriology is a term that defines the study of the doctrine of Salvation in the relationship between Jesus Christ and man.  Although this paper will not allow an exhaustive study of Soteriology, brief definitions will be provided for the following major components of Soteriology: 
Election( Calling( Regeneration (Conversion( Justification(Sanctification( Glorification.  
Election is God choosing one to be saved prior to the foundation of the world and his choosing is not dependent upon the will of man but by his sovereign pleasure.  The Calling is the effectual calling forth of those who are elected or the election put into progress.  Regeneration is the act of God causing those who are elected to choose him by changing their natural inclination toward evil and now the imago dei is restored to now have the ability to choose God.  After Regeneration, Conversion takes place which is the 100% act of God combined with the 100% obedience of man through his act of faith and repentance and now instantly transformed into a new creation in Christ. Justification is the act, upon Conversion, that one is declared righteous or innocent before God which means God’s righteous indignation is removed and there is a peaceful existence with him.  Justification is not dependent on the actions of man but the sole act of God accepting the atonement through his son Jesus Christ and thus removing the guilty verdict placed on us.  Sanctification is in a twofold stage:  Present and Future 1.)Present – it is the 100% act of God, combined with man’s 100% cooperation with God through a biblical lifestyle, as he removes the power of sin in our lives. 2.) Future – upon our glorification, it is the 100% act of God, once and for all, that will remove sin from our lives by providing us our new glorified bodies, better known as Entire Sanctification. Glorification is the final phase of our salvation and it also is in a twofold stage: Present and Future 1.) Present – it is the 100% act of God, as we cooperate with him in sanctification and the power of sin reduces, transforming us daily into the image and likeness of Christ and 2.) Future – At Christ’s Parousia or Second Coming our transformation into the image of Christ is complete where we are now like him because of our new glorified bodies, one without sin.  For the sake of discussion, it is the last 3 components, Justification, Sanctification, and Glorification that will be discussed to help understand the I AM SAVED, I AM BEING SAVED, I WILL BE SAVED concept.   Justification is associated with I AM SAVED, Sanctification is associated with I AM BEING SAVED, and Glorification is associated with I WILL BE SAVED.
I AM SAVED

The doctrine of Justification is the most beloved doctrines of our salvation within Evangelical and Reformed Christian circles.  Martin Luther, who most considers as the father of the Reformation, states “The doctrine of Justification is the article by which the church stands or falls”.  The doctrine of Justification is the wonderful declaration that gives every believer assurance that “I AM SAVED”.  With most religious systems and their emphasis on performance to achieve some sense of salvation, the doctrine of justification is the most liberating concepts to Christians everywhere.  It introduces to us the concept that our salvation is not by our performance but solely based on Christ’s substitutionary atonement on the cross of giving the believer right standing with God.  Yet the abuse of this liberating doctrine has caused an extreme heretical view to surface within Christian circles, namely Antinomianism.  Antinomianism is defined, as Webster puts it, “one who holds that under the gospel dispensation of grace the moral law is of no use or obligation because faith alone is necessary to salvation”.  This heretical view simply means once a Christian is declared “I AM SAVED”, they no longer feel obligated to undergo a perpetual saving in order for their lifestyle to reflect their salvation.  According to this heresy, Moral laws are abused and often neglected because ‘belief’ alone is the only factor necessary for salvation.  Better yet it means a Christian can live a lifestyle without any accountability to moral, social or religious order.  This view, as the Apostle Paul puts it, is abusing the Grace of God.  It needs to be understood that Faith or Grace alone does save us but our faith is demonstrated through our works or lifestyle (see formula below).   

Salvation = Faith – Works ( This formula proves that salvation is through faith or grace alone
        without any human involvement (Eph. 2:8,9)
Faith = Salvation + Works ( This formula proves that works must accompany our salvation for

        our faith to be demonstrated (James 2:18)
Works = Faith – Salvation  ( This formula proves works alone cannot save because Salvation is 

                                                    Negated, this nulls the formula (Rom. 11:6, Eph. 2:9)
All of the three above formulas must be held in tension for Christians to have a healthy perspective of the past and present tense of their salvation.  The Antinomianist, for the most part, adopts the first formula at the expense of neglecting the other two.  Works or lifestyle is not necessary for salvation but it is necessary to demonstrate our Faith.  Perhaps this view is prevalent because many do not see that a Christian is also undergoing a perpetual saving or “I AM BEING SAVED” phase as well.  The bible makes it clear through the Apostle Paul that Christ is doing a work in us and it will be complete at the day of Jesus Christ.  In essence, “I AM SAVED” is an incomplete assumption of our salvation because Christ is still performing a work in the life of the Believer.  Our salvation is complete in its relation to Justification but still incomplete in its relation to Sanctification and Glorification.  Although this wonderful doctrine of justification has been abused throughout church history, the abuse should never be a deterrent for Christians to stop celebrating this glorious truth.  We should always be willing to exclaim the wonderful declaration that I AM SAVED but God, disclosed through his holy scriptures, wants to perpetually save us.  In essence, God wants to bring us to an awareness that I AM BEING SAVED as well.
I AM BEING SAVED

As much as the Evangelical and Orthodox Christian communities are unanimously in agreement over the doctrine of justification (I AM SAVED), it is quite divided over the doctrine of sanctification (I AM BEING SAVED).  There seems to be either little or misunderstood emphasis on the perpetual saving aspect of our salvation, namely the doctrine of sanctification (I AM BEING SAVED).  There are two basic camps concerning sanctification that are opposite and extreme to each other: Antinomianism and Legalism.  As discussed earlier, adherents to Antinomianism or “Easy Believism” puts very little to no emphasis on sanctification; whereas, many Legalist have misunderstood the sanctification process.  Both of these extreme camps have brought damage to the walk of many believers.  “Easy Believism”, a belief that all that is necessary for salvation is to ‘just’ believe in Christ, see no need for a perpetual saving or sanctification (I AM BEING SAVED) because of an incomplete assumption that our salvation is complete at the point of conversion.  Usually Liberal and Emergent (a newly coined term to define churches with less emphasis on doctrine and holy living and more emphasis on human and social relevance) churches are proponents of this view. On the other extreme you have the Legalist camps, usually depicted by Conservatives, Fundamentalist, Pentecostal, and Holiness groups who have misunderstood sanctification to the point that going to heaven is solely dependent on the outcome of a believer’s lifestyle.  This camp brought an extreme and erroneous view that Christians can live a ‘perfect’ life after they receive assistance, ‘the second blessing’ or the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, a view better known as Entire Sanctification.  In actuality, Entire Sanctification will take place at the moment of our glorification or the moment Christians change from the mortal to immortal or corrupt to incorruptible bodies.  True sanctification, during this present time, is a process performed solely by God but mutually dependent upon man’s cooperation with him by adhering to his commandments.   Entire Sanctification will be completed upon the second advent of Christ when we attain perfection through our glorification.  This means the Christian will not attain ‘perfection’ during this lifetime no matter how hard he tries. The Apostle Paul alludes to this premise in Philippians 3:12-14, reaffirming that we are to strive towards the end of this race (Glorification) by emulating him in lifestyle but we will not attain this perfection until we get to the end of the race.  Also, Christians receives the Holy Spirit at the moment of conversion as the Apostle Paul points out in 1 Cor. 12:3, 13 which means it is not something to attain as a ‘second blessing’ or an addition to being saved.  In essence, the Legalist camp does not see sanctification as a perpetual saving (I AM BEING SAVED) but as a separate independent and superior phase apart from justification (I AM SAVED).  This view causes many in this camp with a strong belief that Christians can lose their salvation because Justification (I AM SAVED) has been reduced to a past tense and less significant to their erroneous view of Sanctification.  Sanctification is viewed separate and superior to Justification and thus they evaluate themselves on the success and failures of the sanctification process.  In actuality, Sanctification is confused with Asceticism. How should we view the “I AM BEING SAVED” phase of our salvation?  Both the “I AM BEING SAVED” and I AM SAVED aspects of our salvation should be mutually supporting each other.  If you exclude sanctification (I AM BEING SAVED) from justification (I AM SAVED), it will lead to an undisciplined walk with Christ or a carnal life as a Christian.  In contrast, if you focus on sanctification (I AM BEING SAVED) as an independent entity of justification (I AM SAVED), it will lead to one of two outcomes or perhaps both.  For some it will lead to a frustrated walk with Christ, leaving one disillusioned when they fail to live up to their own predefined standards of Christ.  For others it will lead to elitism or a false sense of superiority over other Christians because of the false sense of ‘total’ victory one feels during this process.  Usually elitist highlight certain sinful behaviors, not the sinful nature, as a yardstick to measure as success or failure to determine if they have attained victory over sin.  If that believer doesn’t drink, smoke, or guilty of sexual immorality then it causes them to have a false sense of total victory over sin and a feeling of superiority over other Christians that struggle in those areas.  However, that is quite the contrary.   The bible makes it clear in 1 John 1:8 that “if any man says he has no sin, he is deceived and the truth is not in him”.  Both phases of our salvation I AM SAVED and I AM BEING SAVED should mutually support one another.   
I WILL BE SAVED

While we are to keep a healthy view of I AM SAVED and I AM BEING SAVED mutually supporting one another, the I AM BEING SAVED phase has an unknown element of time associated.  Not knowing when this phase will be complete can cause weariness and uncertainty in the walk of the Believer.  This is when we should focus on our future state of glorification (I WILL BE SAVED).  This is the state when we shed off this body of sin and transformed into our immortal bodies becoming in the likeness of Christ.  The Church at Thessalonica misunderstood Christ second coming and the Apostle Paul explains the events surrounding his coming and afterwards he discloses to them to ‘comfort one another with these words (his second coming).  In essence, the I WILL BE SAVED phase of our salvation is designed to bring us comfort and to comfort other fellow believers as we continue our daily walk with Christ (I AM BEING SAVED).  Part of the good news of the Gospel is that there will be a resurrection unto eternal life and for the others eternal damnation.  This resurrection unto eternal life includes the notion that every believer will receive their glorified bodies.  It also includes the restoration of all of God’s creation to a new and incorruptible state.  This is the phase where it provides the believer with a hopeful outlook so that they do not fall into a state of despair and fade from sanctifying grace.  If one focus on the first two phases only, I AM SAVED and I AM BEING SAVED, one could fall in this state of despair. Nevertheless when you combine these 2 phases with this last phase of I WILL BE SAVED it produces the promising expectation that our present emotional, socio-economic, and physical struggles that Christians daily engage in will be over at the second coming of Christ.  This allows the Believer to perform in this life with joy even in the midst of struggle, diversity, and despair.  On the downside, the danger of the one who focus solely on I WILL BE SAVED (glorification), without celebrating that I AM SAVED and without participating with Christ to experience the process of  I AM BEING SAVED, is that they often live in a life of fantasy of leaving this world and isolating themselves from the affairs of this life. This Christian usually adheres to an unbiblical ascetic lifestyle, detach themselves from reality, and a erroneous view of the material world they live in.  In essence, to focus solely on glorification (I WILL BE SAVED), at the expense of the two former phases, causes a misplaced metaphysical paradigm.  Individuals who’ve never experienced any semblance of material success and struggles financially, socially, and mentally, usually fall prey to this category.  However, when this phase is held in tension, mutually supporting the I AM SAVED and I AM BEING SAVED aspect of our salvation, it creates a glorious outlook for the believer in spite of their emotional or socio-economic state.
PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER - GET YOUR CPA LICENSE
Philippians 1:6 best ascribes to all 3 phases by informing Christians that “He that has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”.  The Apostle Paul assures the Christian that God has begun the work of salvation, not ourselves, in our lives from Divine Election but made aware to us at our justification and we can now make the wonderful declaration that I AM SAVED.  He then points out that he “will perform it until…” which implies that there is a continual saving still being performed in us letting us know that there is a perpetual saving or I AM BEING SAVED.  He concludes with “…the day of Jesus Christ” to demonstrate that there is a point in time that there will be a conclusion to our salvation.  This conclusion will occur at the second coming of Christ or our glorification (I WILL BE SAVED).  When these phases are held in tension, mutually supporting one another, it provides a healthy and balanced outlook as a Christian.  This outlook will prevent Christians from falling into the extreme of Moral Irresponsibility or the other extreme of Moral Perfectionist.  When we see that God is performing a work in us, while we participate with him in the process, we will begin to experience ‘real’ victory in our lives.  Theoretically, the outcome would be that we will neither trivialize sin, nor consider ourselves morally superior, nor will we emotionally abuse ourselves if we fall into sin.   Using the acronym CPA will help us understand this wonderful concept or in essence we should get our CPA license.  The C represents Celebrating our Justification (I AM SAVED), P represents Participating in our Sanctification (I AM BEING SAVED), and A represents Anticipating Christ’s Second Coming or Glorification (I WILL BE SAVED).  

C – Celebrate your past deliverance in your Justification (I AM SAVED)
P – Participate with God presently in your Sanctification (I AM BEING SAVED)

A – Anticipate the future of Christ’s second coming for our Glorification (I WILL
       BE SAVED)
Let us continue to celebrate the good news that Christ has saved us and his guarantee to finish the work of being in the image and likeness of Christ or Justification. Also have great expectation from Christ that he is undergoing a perpetual saving in us through the power of the Holy Spirit that dwells in every Believer.  As we follow this process, let us continue daily to anticipate the future, wonderful, and glorious appearance of Christ when we shall be fully sanctified and glorified.  Isn’t it so good to know that not only I AM SAVED but to also know that I AM BEING SAVED and one day I WILL BE SAVED.   Praise God to the highest.
