Hip Hop – Is It an Evil or a manifestation of a Greater Evil
Many Christians, especially the over 40 group, are concerned with the impact that the world of Hip Hop has on today’s youth, better known as Generation Y.  Hip Hop is probably the most influential subculture on today’s urban youth and has now reached the apex of the upper echelon of our society.  Young people emulate them, sports stars promote them, Corporate America is capitalizing on its market appeal, and now Christianity has been drastically affected by it.  Many of today’s Gospel Music Artist has embraced this subculture within the confines of worship and song.  It has even produced a new sub genre in Gospel Music called ‘Holy Hip Hop’.  Is this subculture just another revival of the radical 1960’s where the values and morays of an America, dominated by Victorianism, was met with extreme resistance by a then young Americans who were frustrated by the pretense of the previous generations?  In essence, is this just another movement that allows our youth free expression just like the 1960’s revolution and we should allow it to run its course? Or should we have grave concerns for the present and future welfare of our youth that could impact generations to come?
What Is Hip Hop?

Hip Hop started as a movement from the early 1970’s in the streets of New York City.  The pioneer of this movement is Afrikka Bambatta, a self described Zulu Nation god that promoted his ideology through the form of rap music and other forms of street entertainment in the clubs and parties of New York City(2005, Ex Ministries).  Hip Hop must not be confused with Rap Music.  Rap Music is simply a genre or another literary form of music that could be used as a positive vehicle for promoting philosophy and even religion, including Christianity.  Hip Hop is the ‘driver’ and Rap Music is the ‘vehicle’ that it drives.  Hip Hop is using Rap Music, originally targeted to Urban America, to spread its ideology, religion, and lifestyle that is designed for its followers to delve in the god of self-indulgence and self-expression.  This subculture has now reached the upper echelon of our society.  From a secular viewpoint, Hip Hop is the perfect subculture.  It has formed its own religion (a syncretistic form of African folklore, Voodoo fusing with some beliefs of Christianity and Islam), a self-determination philosophy, a hedonistic value system, and an alluring entertainment system.  With this combination, it is of no wonder why Hip Hop has impacted our culture unlike any other movement of its time.  It would explain why many of today’s youth from Christian households are not moved by the Gospel of Jesus Christ because they are reinforced everyday with the gospel of Hip Hop blaring from the speakers of their stereo systems.  Youngsters can now receive a nihilistic religious and worldly philosophical message fused with uninhibited self indulgence all from their stereo systems. The Hip Hop artist is the ‘minister’, the automobile or dance club is the ‘church’, the stereo system is the ‘pulpit’, the Rap song is the ‘gospel message’, and the listeners are the ‘parishioners’.  No wonder our youth feel the traditional setting of a church is no longer relevant receiving their significance from this subculture.  Hip Hop has now taken over the Rap Music genre, using it to promote its ideology of philosophy, religion, and anti-social behavior.  Because of its dominance over Rap Music, it has caused many to believe Rap Music is actually Hip Hop.
Why Is It So Popular?

Most Observers and sociologists understand why this subculture is popular to Urban America because this demographic of people are usually Minorities (African and Latin Americans) and the proponents of this movement are usually of the same descent.   It now has these same observers in a quandary of why it is so attractive to the Rural and Middle-Class America (a.k.a. White America).  There could several reasons to its attractiveness.  First, Hip Hop is an ideology that has masterfully integrated the beliefs of nihilism and hedonism into one syncretistic belief system.   Nihilism is a belief in nothing that is founded on objective or moral truth because social conditions are so bad that destruction is desired over construction for social equity.  This belief causes one to not believe in an afterlife founded upon objective truth instituted in the Christian belief, the here and now is all we have and thus terrorism, criminal, and thug behavior is exemplified because there is no hope after this life.  Hedonism, on the other hand, is a belief that pleasure and happiness is the sole purpose of this life.  Materialism, uninhibited sensual and sexual behavior, and illicit drug use exemplifies the world of hedonism.   This explains why terms such as ‘Bling Bling’ are a popular idiom that symbolizes this culture.   These two integrated belief systems is the ‘perfect’ combination that allows one to enact aggression as well as explore optimum pleasure.   Most ‘legal’ belief systems have been guilty of hedonism but no other belief system in modern American history has found the ability to fuse two extreme polarized beliefs into one.  Another reason for its growing popularity is the ability of maximizing the Rap Music genre.  The pulsating sounds and mesmerizing beats of Rap Music fused with its ideology is a ‘perfect’ combination to spread the ‘Gospel of Hip Hop’.  Music has always been a powerful medium to influence people.  Certain types of music can encourage more spending in department stores, some can create an atmosphere of Romance, and some can encourage debauchery.   Finding the perfect musical genre with a philosophy or religious belief is very difficult and usually one never associates a philosophy or religion with a certain music genre.  However, Hip Hop has masterfully matched the ‘perfect’ music genre, Rap Music, with its philosophy and religion and thus you have one the most influential subculture upon today’s youth than in any in recent modern history.  Lastly, the Hip Hop subculture has been successful at an issue that even the religious, including Christianity, and political worlds have been unable to be successful at.  The issue at hand is their ability of creating a semblance of dignity (depraved in appearance) and significance to people in lower socio-economic social class systems and to bring them into the mainstream of America.  Where religious America has failed and political America has forgotten, Hip Hop has used this forgotten class of people to promote its cause and to bring a false sense of dignity to them. 
Is Hip Hop Evil From A Christian Worldview?

After examining the world of Hip Hop, one must still ask “is Hip Hop Evil?”  First, evil is not tangible.  St. Augustine, a 4th Century Church Father, describes evil as being without substance but the privation or lack of what is good.  Good is tangible but evil is intangible and dependent on the prominence of good.  From a biblical perspective, light has always been associated with good and darkness has always been associated with evil.  Darkness or evil cannot be tangible because whenever light is shined in the midst of darkness, darkness disappears.  If darkness is tangible it would be in existence regardless of the presence or absence of light.  Thus, Hip Hop cannot be described as evil because evil is not a tangible substance. To ascribe evil on the same plateau with good would admonish a heresy known as Dualism.  Dualism is a heretical Gnostic belief that the Universe is undergoing a battle between good and evil and that evil is tangible with as much equal power as good.  Most science fiction depicts this belief such as Star Wars with the Darth Vader and Luke Skywalker conflict.  Superman is another popular science fiction story that depicts this same paradigm with Superman battling evil forces and there is always a belief if the enemy would win, evil wins.  This is not an attack on science fiction and it is not attempt to discourage Christians to associate itself with science fiction.  This is simply to point out how science fiction has shaped even the paradigm of Christians concerning good and evil believing that anything associated with evil becomes a threat to all that stands for good.  Christians unknowingly adhere to such belief until we’re taught differently.  Evil only occurs when there is absence of good or the removal of light leaving only darkness.  All Belief Systems that promote anti-Christian behavior are just ‘hiding the light” so that it will always remain in darkness but it could never be a ‘real’ threat to overthrow ‘the light’.  In sum, Hip Hop is not a ‘real’ evil but a method of evil exemplified through its causes and effects on today’s youth.
What Does Scripture Say?

The Apostle Paul says in 2 Cor. 4 that “Satan, the god of this world, has blinded the eyes of men so they will not see the light exemplified in the gospel of Christ”.  In the book of John 8:12 Jesus says he is the “Light of the world and one who follows him will not walk in darkness”.  The Apostle John in 1 John 1:5 describes God as “light without any darkness” whatsoever.  The premise of this syllogism is if God is light and God is without darkness then it concludes that darkness is an absence of God.  These are just a few scriptural examples that demonstrate light is the antidote to darkness.  Hip Hop is just another Belief System that hides true light (Christ) in subtle fashion by fusing some beliefs of Christ with hedonism and nihilism creating a syncretistic belief.   In essence, Hip Hop is just an instrument used to manifest the evil that is already there by ‘hiding the light’ and sadly causing many of our youth to fall victim to darkness.  It is simply a method of the 20th and 21st Century used as its predecessors to hide the truth to keep this present world (age) in darkness.

How Should Christians Be Concerned?

Christ describes the believers as “light” and “salt” in this world of darkness.  This subculture is not a ‘real’ evil but a ‘symptomatic’ evil as best.   We should be concerned with the symptoms of evil it promotes such as the anti-social and growing nihilistic belief system that many of our youth is developing.  There should be a sense of sadness when we see teenagers who were once the picture of innocence and now have fallen for a belief in nothing but themselves.  However, this is only symptomatic at best but Christians should be more concerned with even a greater evil, our lack of projecting the light of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.  Today’s generation is just the byproduct of the errors from previous generations.  They are subjected to a political and educational system that promotes pluralism, relativism, pragmatism, and subjectivism without any objective truth. Many have not been privileged to experience a conventional family and now they are subjected to a growing Pseudo-christian church system.  The Evangelical Church is so consumed with losing attendance that the message has been transformed from preaching the gospel of Christ to more user-friendly gospels of self-esteem and materialism.  All of these elements are ingredients for our youth not having the ability to believe in anything that is objective truth.  Thus believing in nothing or nihilism.  Hip Hop’s message and belief system makes it the perfect system for this paradigm.  In essence, the greater evil is that our youth, by in large, have not witness the ‘light’ of the glorious gospel from our family, political, educational, and sadly our religious institutions.
We should not be concerned with Hip Hop being a ‘real’ threat to the Christian life but it can be a threat to Christian ‘health’.  Hip Hop and any other diverse belief system can only be a threat if we as Christians stop projecting our light to a culture that is in darkness.  Many Christians have become just as hedonistic as others and thus our light is becoming increasingly dimly lit and as a result more belief systems that are founded upon the principles of the kingdom of darkness are rising at an alarming rate.  We are more concerned with Hip Hop’s impact on the culture than we are about being the ‘Light’ to a dark world.  Christians should be gravely concerned on how the ideology of Hip Hop is trying to cover up the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ but we should be even more concerned if our light is shining.  The real problem is not the impact the world of Hip Hop has on our culture.  The real problem is twofold.  First, Christians are doing exactly what Christ warned us about, “hiding our light under a bushel” and thus the world goes further in darkness.  Secondly, Satan has “blindfolded” the eyes of men to prevent them to see the glorious light of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Conclusion

In sum, Hip Hop should not be confused with Rap Music.  Rap Music could be used in a positive manner just as any other genre of music.  Hip Hop is a symptomatic evil using Rap Music as a means to spread its nihilistic and hedonistic message to our culture.  Thus, Christians should be gravely concerned because of its secondary effect on the innocence of our youth.  However, our concern with Hip Hop should end at the symptomatic level otherwise we would adhere to a dualistic view that somehow Hip Hop and other belief systems is going to overtake the world and even the Christian community.  Hip Hop is only the symptom of a greater problem.  Hip Hop and other belief systems is not an evil in a real sense but a manifestation of a greater evil: Another group blinding the eyes of men and Christians not shining their lights.  Our primary focus should be to study the Christian Faith like never before to give us knowledge of how to shine our lights so that those who are in the darkness of Hip Hop or any other belief will come into the light of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.
