Is Evil Necessary?
One common anthem of our today’s culture is that we must rid the world of all of its evils.  Even in Christianity, in conformity of today’s humanistic message, many ministers are now informing their parishioners that they should rid themselves of everything that is evil and negative in their lives, including people.  Is this a biblical mandate? Or a subtle attempt from Satan to lure mankind to believing we can be our own gods, just as he did with Eve in the Garden of Eden?
In Genesis 3:22, the scripture informs us that the Original Sin, or the fall resulting from Adam’s disobedience to God’s command of eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, has brought forth mankind’s present dilemma of knowing both good and evil.  This present state demands that we are to be exposed to evil for our sakes to ensure that we know precisely what good is.  In essence, the exposure of evil brings greater clarity to what is good.  God has brought about to women, through Eve, the evil of pain in childbirth in order for them to appreciate the good in the joy of life that God produces and how precious it is.  In like manner, God has brought about to men, through the failure of Adam, the evil in the decadence of horticulture that brought about hard labor to ensure that men would appreciate the good that God gives mankind what it needs to sustain life.  Without the evil of painful childbirth, women, as a rule, would appoint themselves as gods that produces life, as many ancient myths depict.  Without the evil of hard labor, men would appoint themselves as gods that sustains life, as many ancient myths depict.  In essence,  God brought about these evils to ensure that mankind, as a rule, would not fall into an even greater evil of appointing themselves as gods, as Satan described to Eve.  God brought these evils into existence to prompt man to choose the ultimate good, which is serving God and not trying to be one.
In today’s evangelical circles, there is a deep concern that many Christians are developing a theology that is similar to the one that Satan presented to Eve.  By redefining a ‘true’ evil(eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil) to being good, many will then establish a ‘new’ but ‘false’ good(be as gods).  How often do we now hear in many evangelical circles the dominant self-determination theme, “You are the captain of your destiny”, “It is my season”, and many more?  By redefining the evil of self-determination into a glorified cause, many Christians are falling prey to this ‘false’ good of being their own gods.   Because of Original sin, every human being has a sinful trait within that seeks to be their own god.  It is quite sad that Christians, who have the revealed truth in God’s word, has fallen prey to this tendency along with the rest of the unbelieving world.

In Isaiah 5:20, God, through the prophet Isaiah, pronounced, “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil…..”  The term woe suggests that there is serious repercussions’ to this violation.  Redefining evil to good removes accountability to a moral lawgiver, God, and therefore opens opportunity for mankind to be their own gods.  Mankind’s greatest problem is the lack of discerning between good and evil.  Therefore God allows evils that are clearly discernible in order for man to clearly discern and see what good is.  Because the western civilization is such an affluent one, many of the absolute enormous evils are not as visible as it is in many Third World countries.  Rape, murder, feminine oppression, child abuse and many other great evils are the norm that goes unpunished within many Third World countries.  In contrast, those evils are not the norm in Western civilizations and severe repercussions and given to those individuals who violate them.  Because these true evils are not manifested highly in the western civilization, it has opened the door to redefining evil to ‘new’ and non-threatening ones such as religious intolerance, homophobia, environmental concerns.  Therefore, good has been redefined as one who is religiously tolerant, one who accepts you regardless of sexual orientation, and one who is concerned with the environment.  This is a clear demonstration of man’s inability to discern between good and evil.  As a result God at different times will send ‘true’ absolute evils to get our focus on what is truly good.  Natural disasters, tragic deaths within a family, health crisis, famine, social recession, social depression, and many other evils to bring mankind to a point where he really knows what good is, worshipping God and not yourself and others.  In our relationships, God will send evil in the form of spousal indifferences, diverse backgrounds so that we focus on the good of keeping our focus of worshipping God and not ourselves or even the other person.
I believe it is reasonable to conclude that most, if not all people, would say that the September 11,2001(9/11) incident was a true evil.  After that evil occurred it brought a great good depicted by the many people that started to attend Church.  This begs the question, would many of those same people attended church if this incident hadn’t occurred?  How often do we pray to God to rid the world of hunger, crime, hatred, and many other societal ills?  Is this God’s will?  Perhaps he uses these evils to bring clarity to the greater good of having a relationship with Christ so that their eternal destiny is ensured instead of a more short-term satisfaction.  How many of us began to think of our eternal destiny after the tragic death of a loved one?  How many have come to a walk with Christ after losing their job, family, or health?  How often do people come to know the Lord in a marriage that seems to be “not of heaven” but yet the Lord sends it for the individuals to know what true good is, worshipping the Lord and not yourself and others.  How often do we hear of people from different cultures that faces famine everyday or oppression but there seems to be an increase of Christian converts?  Why?  Because those absolute aberrant evils have clearly manifested themselves and has caused them to understand and know what truly is good, worshipping the Lord and not yourself and others.  Are you running from evil? Or Are you asking the Lord to deliver you from evil one?  Scripture, in particular Jesus dissertation on the Lord’s prayer, tells us we should ask God for deliverance from the evil one(Satan) and not from the evil the evil one sends.  We are encourage to overcome evil with good and to do so we must know how to discern both.   We are encourage more so to not rid the evil but to have a strong desire to know what is good.  Therefore, he allows evil to be heavily manifested so that we can truly see what is truly good and the source of good, God.
Is evil necessary?  Absolutely!  Not from a masochistic standpoint but necessary to ensure that mankind, as a whole, does not fall into the trap of being their own gods and that our eternal destiny is sealed.   Evil from a biblical perspective does not take away the dignity he has instilled in us but God uses it to bring us awareness of our depravity that will ultimately rob us of our dignity if not discerned.  Therefore he sends evil not to destroy us but to save us.   Now that is good
