Counterfeit Resurrection

How important is the Resurrection?  The Resurrection is the one event in history that is the signature proof that Jesus is indeed the Christ the son of the living God and that salvation is through him alone.  No other self-proclaimed prophet throughout the history of mankind can claim such a feat for it is the one divine event that shows mankind that there is life after this temporal life.  It is the one proof that demonstrates that Christ was 100% human and 100% divine, separates Christ from all deities known to man, and the memorial for all believers that reminds them of their future resurrection unto eternal life.  In the 2000 year history of the Church, millions have come to Christ because of the infallible proof of Christ’s Resurrection.  The resurrection is so important that the Apostle Paul states in Romans 10:9 that if one confesses that Jesus is the Christ and believe God raised him from the dead thou would be saved.  In 1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul suggest one may as well live hedonistic without any moral restraint by exclaiming one should ‘eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die’ if there is no resurrection.  It is the resurrection that either compelled men to Christ or repelled them to utter rejection.  In Acts 17, the epicurean and stoic philosophers were willing to engage in philosophical and even theological discussion with the Apostle Paul until the topic of the resurrection was brought up for discussion.  In essence, the resurrection is the one feat that is used as the yardstick to separate believers from unbelievers; followers of Christ from the religious; saint from heathen.  Non-believers, secular philosophers, and others from a different religious affiliate often feel they are on a equal ‘playing field’ when contrasting their beliefs with the Christian faith because there is common agreement on belief in God, morality, and performing good admirable social deeds.  However, when one discuss the absolute certainty of the resurrection it causes men to move from a neutral position concerning their stance with Christ to either an absolute position for him or against him.  The responses from non-Christians usually range from absurdity, unbelief, and downright animosity because it causes an unequal religious and philosophical playing field when discussing religious or philosophical matters.  Why? Because no other religion can claim such a feat with infallible proofs.  It is a clear disadvantage to the antagonists towards the resurrection which causes them to become cynical and to use straw man assertions to try and combat against this belief.
It is no wonder you see that Satan, in Revelation 13, tries to imitate the feat that Christ did during the tribulation period.  Just as it is a Divine Trinity, namely Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Satan will imitate the Godhead by revealing the Dragon, Anti-Christ, and the False Prophet.  It seems to be a marvel to see how Satan causes many to follow him by counterfeiting this feat performed by Christ.  If one would adhere to a dualistic worldview, it would appear that Revelation 13 is such a drastic setback to the plan of God.  On the contrary, God is using this event to once and for all cause all of mankind to move from a neutral view of Christ and to either choose absolutely for him or for Satan.  Dualism is a non-Christian Gnostic worldview that believes the universe is undergoing a battle between good and evil.  According to St. Augustine, evil is just the absence of good and it has no real material essence.  In essence, there is no real battle between Satan and God, the bible clearly reveals that God will subdue Satan and God uses even the evil exploits of Satan to accomplish his ultimate will.  This counterfeit is permitted by God to visibly reveal mankind’s true allegiance to determine divine reward or judgment.  The irony is that mankind has over 2000 years to evaluate and believe the resurrection of Christ and for one brief moment in time millions will believe the counterfeit resurrection of the Anti-Christ.  This is proof in itself that mankind knows the resurrection is true but refuses to believe it even with infallible proofs.
