Coming Soon or Coming Again?
On one Sunday morning of Pastor Hihope’s sermon, he exclaimed to his faithful congregation that “Jesus is coming soon”.  Jerrod, a bright 15-year-old who was sitting in the audience next to his Mom, said to her “I always hear our Pastor tell us that all the time”.  His mother replied back to her inquisitive son, “I believe it just as much as the pastor, son”.  “But he has said that so many times and Jesus haven’t come yet, I’m beginning not to believe it”, her son rebutted.   With confidence his mother exclaimed, “I can’t explain it son but with all the trouble in the world I feel so strongly within me that he is coming soon.”  “Well Mom there has been trouble in the world for thousands of years and even the people of those times stated the same thing but Jesus still hasn’t come.  I just don’t know if I can keep believing this.” 

How often have you’ve heard Evangelical Christians state “Jesus Is Coming soon”.  Is this a biblical statement or is it misplaced optimism.  Should we encourage Christians and even inform unbelievers by using the term “Jesus is Coming Soon” or should we use the term “Jesus is coming Again”?  Could we unwittingly cause many to become apathetic to the second coming of Christ by replacing a biblical mandate with a more popular term that leads to misplaced optimism?
What does the Bible say about the Second Coming of Christ

1Th 5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  

1Th 5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  
2Th 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and [by] our gathering together unto him,  

2Th 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.  

2Th 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  

2Th 2:4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  

2Pe 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

Act 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.  

Mat 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. (KJV)
The term Second Coming of Christ is not a phrase found in the Bible; however, the Greek term for this phrase is Parousia.  As shown, scripture clearly demonstrates that the Second Coming of Christ will surely come to past; however, it also clearly shows that caution must be used when applying chronology with Second Coming of Christ.  Does not the expression “Jesus is coming soon” an attempt to attach time with his second coming?  The argument is not whether Christ is coming again but is Christ coming soon in a immediate sense?  Often Christians misunderstand the urgency of Christ’s Coming.  The bible speaks more of the imminent return and not immediateness.  Imminency suggests that Christ can come at any time or as the Webster dictionary puts it ‘it is ready to take place’; whereas, immediateness implies that it is near at hand or it is related to the present.  The apostle Paul had to correct the church at Thessalonica by informing them that two things must happen prior to his ‘Parousia’: 1.) Many Christians falling away from sanctifying grace(2 Thess. 2:3a) and 2.) the Revelation of the Man of Sin or son of perdition.  The man of sin will be characterized by a.) opposition to God, b.) exaltation above God, C.) sit at the temple of God, and d.) become as God.  On other occasions scripture describes his coming as unexpected such as a thief that comes during the night to steal.   It is clear that scripture attaches an open-ended chronology on this glorious event.  The term ‘soon to come’ changes the whole landscape to a close-ended chronology to Christ’s second coming.
What Is the Proper Term?

Christ, the Apostles, and the early Church fathers understood that Christ’s coming is imminent but not immediate.  Attaching any semblance of time was discouraged when Christ’s parousia was mentioned.  It is of our opinion we should use the term “Jesus is coming again” than the popular Evangelical term “Jesus is coming soon”.  Why?  The phrase “Jesus is coming soon” could have several negative influences.  With Christians it could put many well-meaning, good-hearted Christians with misplaced wishful optimism that could sway them away into an extreme life of social exclusion or a life of hedonism.  With either extreme, disappointment and disillusionment is certainly on the horizon.  With unbelievers, it could cause greater apathy towards Christianity because they may associate this claim as a lie.  
The term “Jesus is coming again” provides the same sense of urgency but yet maintains the proper biblical stance that keeps a healthy optimistic outlook towards his second coming.  One without unrealistic expectations and it provides a better way of keeping unbelievers from having excuse of dismissing the notion of having a relationship with Christ.  We must understand that Christ may come back in the next five minutes or perhaps the next 500 years.  We are just encouraged to look for his glorious appearing while we occupy our time until he comes.  
