CLASSIFICATION:

What are the arthropods?
Phylum Arthropoda 

Animals without a Backbone or Spinal Column: Arthropods are characterized by a segmented body covered by a jointed external skeleton (exoskeleton), with paired jointed appendages on each segment. This phenomenon, called molting, is a characteristic feature of the phylum when they grow up; it permits rapid growth in size and significant change in body form until the new exoskeleton, secreted by the animal, has hardened. Arthropods are mainly terrestrial, but aquatic representatives are well known. There are three subphyla, comprising nine classes.

1. - Subphylum Trilobita

     The trilobites comprise a wholly extinct group of primitive marine arthropods. They were extremely abundant in the Cambrian and Ordovician geologic periods, becoming extinct in the Permian.

2. - Subphylum Mandibulata
      The mandibulates constitute the largest and most varied arthropod group and are characterized by the presence of modified appendages (mandibles) flanking the mouth and used as jaws. There are six classes, all characterized by various aspects of body form.
     * Class Crustacea
     * Class Chilopoda
     * Class Diplopoda
     * Class Pauropoda
     * Class Symphyla
     * Class Insecta
3. - Subphylum Chelicerata
     Chelicerates are characterized by the absence of antennae and jaws and the presence of feeding structures (chelicera), which are modified pincerlike appendages used mainly for grasping and fragmenting food.
     * Class Aracnida
     * Class Xiphosura
     * Class Eurypterida (extinct)
     * Class Pycnogonida
