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“The Heavenly Man” by Brother Yun and Paul Hattaway (2002) 
 
Chapter 5 – The Path of Persecution 
 
The “Three-Self” church… 
p.50 – “Three-Self” stood for the movement’s three guiding principles: Self-Propagating, 
Self-Supporting, and Self-Governing. Most Christians considered it a good thing, and rejoiced 
that a new day appeared to be dawning when believers could worship freely without 
interference or persecution. 
 
pp.54-55 – These leaders have severely restricted what Three-Self Church pastors and 
members are allowed to do. Ministry is not allowed without their permission. Evangelism is 
discouraged. All outreach to children is strictly banned. They even decree that certain parts of 
the Bible cannot be preached, such as the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus. They are not 
allowed to teach on divine healing, or the deliverance of demons. The entire Book of 
Revelation is banned! 

In the house churches we simply couldn’t adhere to such control and interference. We 
believe that Jesus is the head of his church, not the government. We broke away from the 
Three-Self Church and took a firm stand against all attempts to bring us under its control. 
 
Chapter 14 – Future Hope 
 
Pray for China… 
p.157 – My closing prayer was what angered the PSB most. I prayed, “Lord, please drive 
away the dark clouds over our nation! Bind the power of the evil spirits that control our 
rulers. Lord Jesus, change the policies of our government. Release all the brothers and sisters 
who are in prison! Let our nation be governed according to your will. Lord, have mercy on 
China! Raise up leaders of your church in this generation who will take a stand for 
righteousness and truth like Daniel and Esther. Help us to listen to your voice and not to be 
voices of men!” 
 
Chapter 16 – God Pours Out His Awesome Power 
 
God’s faithfulness to Brother Yun… 
p.187 – I had experienced so much in those four years, but God had been faithful. I’d suffered 
some horrible tortures, but God had been faithful. I’d been dragged in front of judges and 
courts, but God had been faithful. I’d been hungry, thirsty, and had fainted from exhaustion, 
but God had been faithful. 

Through it all, God was always faithful and loving to me. He had never left me nor 
forsaken me. His grace was always sufficient and he provided for my every need. 
 
People hungry for God… 
p.191 – The house church believers loved to hear long messages from God’s Word. Many 
Chinese preachers could speak powerfully, without pausing, for several hours at a time. Then, 
after a meal break, they would continue for another several hours. This pattern continued day 
after day. We found that some of our foreign visitors could only speak for 45 minutes before 
they ran out of things to say! So we asked that only those who were able to teach for at least 
two hours at a time should come to us. 

1989 was a very pivotal year for the house churches. We started to unite to reach the 
harvest. On 4th June, the Tiananmen Square massacre changed many people’s hearts. It 
discredited Communism in the eyes of millions of people and was the trigger point for them 
to seek after spiritual truth. 
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In 1989 the Holy Spirit’s power exploded all across China in many different ways. 
Fewer people wanted to join the Communist Party, while more people wanted to join the 
Christian church. 

 
Relying on God’s strength… 
p.194 – Suddenly, while we were all sitting down in defeat, the Spirit of God came upon us 
and the demon-possessed man started shaking uncontrollably. We jumped to our feet and laid 
hands on the man. Immediately the demons left him. 

We learned a lesson that morning. When we arrive at the end of our own strength it is 
not defeat, but the start of tapping into God’s boundless resources. It is when we are weak that 
we are strong in God. 

 
Chapter 17 – Second Time in Prison 
 
Put God first… 
p.198 – I was still getting up every morning at five o’clock and praying with other 
church leaders, and I was still reading my Bible every day, but I was doing these things out of 
obligation and habit, and not from a willing heart flowing from my relationship with Jesus. 
 
p.199 – If you are a servant of the Lord, let me encourage you to please, please, humbly 
watch that you don’t slip into the same error I did. The Lord God jealously desires us for 
himself. He is the lover of our souls. If we ever put anything before our relationship with 
Jesus – even our work for Jesus – then we will be ensnared. If you are burned out, stop! Rest! 
Your lamp needs a constant infilling of the Lord’s oil or your light will be snuffed out. 
Remember that “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your 
strength, but you would have none of it.… Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; he rises to 
show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!” 
Isaiah 30:15,18. 

 
Chapter 24 – Back to Jerusalem 
 
3 major mission fields… 
p.278-279 – The European aristocracy was amazed when they first imported a most 
remarkable creature from China – the silkworm. It lent its name to this rugged route – 
popularly known as the Silk Road. 

Today, the nations along the ancient Silk Road are the most unevangelized in the whole 
world. The three biggest religious strongholds that have refused to yield to the advance of the 
gospel – Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism – have their heart here. More than 90% of the 
remaining unreached people groups in the world live along the Silk Road and in the nations 
surrounding China. Two billion of the earth’s inhabitants live and die in this area, completely 
oblivious to the Good News that Jesus died for their sins and is the only way to heaven! 
 
p.285 – Jerusalem was the starting point for the gospel two thousand years ago, and we 
believe it will circle the whole world and return to its starting point. Our aim is not merely to 
evangelize the city of Jerusalem, but the thousands of unreached people groups, towns and 
villages located between China and Jerusalem. 

A closer examination of history reveals there were actually three main “silk roads” 
leaving China. The one starting in Xian and heading through Central Asia and the heart of the 
Islamic world is the best known one. The second major trading route went through Tibet, 
across the Himalayas to Bhutan and Nepal, then towards Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran, 
connecting up with the main highway to Jerusalem. The third Silk Road went through south-
west China, where the majority of unreached minority groups live today. It headed south into 
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Vietnam and then westward into countries like Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar (Burma) 
and India. This route went deep into the heart of today’s Buddhist and Hindu worlds. 

 
House church and mission field … (c.f. Acts 1:8, Acts 8:1) 
p.288 – God has not only refined us in the fire of affliction for the past thirty years, he has 
also refined our methods. For example, we’re totally committed to planting groups of local 
believers who meet in homes. We have no desire to build a single church building anywhere! 
This allows the gospel to spread rapidly, is harder for the authorities to detect, and allows us 
to channel all our resources directly into gospel ministry. 

Some people have challenged the fact that we are sending missionaries outside China. 
They say we should stay in China and win our own country before we go out. To this illogical 
argument I respond with a simple question, “Then why does your country send missionaries? 
Is everyone in your country saved?” 

If we stay in one place and refuse to advance until we’ve completely finished the job 
there, we’ll never be able to impact the world with the gospel. Surely God’s way is for us to 
be winning our home at the same time as we’re sending new workers to the ends of the earth! 
Believe me, our vision to reach the world does not mean we’ll stop or slow down our efforts 
to reach all of China with the gospel! 

The two will take place hand-in-hand. 
 
Chapter 25 – Reflecting on four years in the west 
 
p.296 – Many pastors in Europe and America have told me they want to see great revival. I’m 
frequently asked why China is experiencing revival but most places in the West are not. This 
is a big question to answer, but some reasons are very apparent to me. 

When I’m in the West I see all the mighty church buildings and all the expensive 
equipment, plush carpets and state-of-the-art sound systems. I can assure the Western church 
with absolute certainty that you don’t need any more church buildings. Church buildings will 
never bring the revival you seek. The pursuit of more possessions will never bring revival. 
Jesus truly stated, “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” Luke 
12:15. 

The first thing needed for revival to return to your churches is the Word of the Lord. 
God’s Word is missing. Sure, there are many preachers and thousands of tapes and videos of 
Bible teaching, but so little contains the sharp truth of God’s Word. It’s the truth that will set 
you free. 

Not only is knowledge of God’s Word missing, but obedience to that Word. There’s not 
much action taking place. 
 
p.297 – All genuine revivals of the Lord result in believers responding with action and soul 
winning. When God truly moves in your heart you cannot remain silent. There will be a fire 
in your bones, like Jeremiah, who said, “His word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in 
my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.” Jeremiah 20:9. 

Furthermore, it’s only when we step out in obedience and share the gospel with people 
that we come to know God’s blessing in every area of our lives. That is why the Apostle Paul 
wrote to his co-worker Philemon, “I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that 
you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.” Philemon v.6. 
 
 
 
------------------------------ 
The last 70 pages of the book, i.e. Chapter 24 (p.278) onwards is a must read 
recommendation! 
 
You can obtain this book from your local Christian bookstore; Koorong or Word in Perth. 
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