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WALTER GAZETTE
September 2002
John and Karmin 

Hello from Iowa! It's about time we contribute once again. We had a nice summer, but it seemed to go very fast. And it was a hot one!! These cooler temps are feeling very nice. The kids went back to school the end of August. Shayna to 2nd grade, and Trevor to kindergarten. So far they both like it. So, it's just Carson and I at home trying to keep each other company--until next March that is when #4 is due to arrive. I am finding that I miss having the older 2 around to help entertain Carson when I'm trying to accomplish something. Needless to say, not much gets accomplished. He thinks he needs all my attention. We enjoyed our "vacation" in August. It was nice to see so many Walter's in Ohio at Curt's wedding. And then a few in Illinois when we stopped for a day. We put on a lot of miles. John said we were either driving or packing the car to head out again. The kids enjoyed it too, though and we have lots of good memories. John and I are still at our same jobs, so nothing new there. Until next time.....

Pete, LaRae, & the J's 

The calm before the storm (the storm being Harvest)...but not really. Calm would be sitting around and waiting for it to hit. Pete isn't doing much sitting these days and I try not to - unless absolutely necessary (yea- right)! My Uncle Herman & Aunt Marilyn Steffen are here from Florida this week for a visit - so that is adding plans and excitement to our days. Jenna is over at Matt's this eve. - probably getting in on some hay baling. Jordan went to a Quantum Physics Seminar this morning at the U of I - now doesn't that sound like fun!! He must have thought so - cause he picked doing that over going to his Cross-Country meet. Must take after his Dad when it comes to liking Science and Math. Jared keeps plugging away at the farm jobs. He was all studied up to go get his CDL license but has put it on hold for now - (cold feet?) Pete and I have started a new session of BSF (Bible Study) on the book of John. It is such a blessing to dig deep into God's Word. Always a challenge to keep our priorities in line and dedicate our time - but so worth it!!! Excited about a few planned get-a-ways after harvest. Group of 7 of my high school girlfriends hope to fly to Phoenix in November for long weekend to visit #8 of group (Jan Maurer) who moved out there this past year. Hope to sight see in the Sedona area and to have one big slumber party till we are all talked out - HA! Pete & I would like to begin our 25th Anniversary celebration by attending Greg Knapp's (Barb & Dale's son) wedding which happens to be planned to take place in Hawaii on March 1. OK - so we are jumping the gun to #25 -but sounded like too much fun to pass up. I spent lots of time on the Internet scrounging for good deals - we will be forgoing luxury accommodations - I know that for sure!! Well, better close for now...Hope all is well - north, south, east, west, and in the middle! 

Update from the Pete Walter's - Just hours after submitting this month's news to the editor I received some REALLY big news. Matt and Jenna announced that they are officially engaged and she is now displaying a shiny engagement ring! We are all VERY happy and excited for them and looking forward to the wedding - possibly next June. 

John & Nancy 

Have some time befor we take a freezer full of homemade icecream in to John's Mom & Dad's for their 69th birthday party today. Used Debby Schaffer's recipe from the Schaffer cookbook, the paddle scrapings tasted pretty good!! Lori kept us pretty busy the last month! We enjoyed all the showers and preparations. The purple wore off of John's fingers pretty quickly, but don't think he'd really enjoy a glass of purple punch yet. Pick another color, Jenna! Now we can look forward to the preparations she and Matt will be making. Have Andy moved to Champaign, hear from him when it's appropriate for a college student to contact parents. He's still looking for a part-time job. Other than that, sounds like things are going well. Kyle has been in and out of here this week-end. Was excited that he got to go goose hunting at Lynn Schaffer's with some buddies. They got 11 geese(fired twice and three fell, think goose hunting is like fishing!!) Been working 6 days, 8-12 hours. Spends a lot of time on the Internet looking for hunting property to invest in....the modern day wishbook. We'll only be interested if it has in-door plumbing!! John was treated royally on his birthday. The Saturday night before we went out for supper with the neighbors and she made him a pumpkin cake with cream cheese frosting. Had him home in bed by 10 so the TP crew could move in. Even had a "Happy Birthday John 50" written in tp across the front yard so he could see it when he looked out the upstairs window Sunday morning to see if the tp fairies had been here. I don't think we are ever going to get a downpour of rain to clean up the yard and trees!! Sunday he had a great turnout for his surprise party and was rudely awakened at 12:48 pm by hooting and honking and fireworks. Was fun to listen to and see his expression the next morning when he peered out he window and saw all the little forks planted in the yard. We went to the Museum of Science and Industry on Labor Day with Cindy & girls, Jason, Don, Sue & Shelby. The main attraction was the Titanic Exibits. It was a "free day" at the museum so got kinda busy. When the kids learned that supper was leftovers at our house, they figured out they'd like to ride the four wheeler while we got supper ready. However....Uncle John said the four wheeler came after fork picking...and we have 3 grocery bags of forks on our porch. John announced today that it will be about a week until his fall vacation starts! Enjoyed having Barb & Jim spend some time here and looking forward to Shirley & Glen next. Fairview Haven survived the surprise health care nursing inspection, but we got the Life Safety Inspector last week that up until then we had only heard tales of terror about. So we are kept busy and on our toes. 

Lynn, Marilyn and Family 

The past 8 weeks have been filled with blessings for us as we were able to see many of you, see some beautiful scenery, visit dear friends, witness the weddings of Curt and Elizabeth and Tasha (my brother Bob's) and Philip Petrivic, attend our church conference and hear Kathryn tell us that she wanted to serve God. Thanks to each of you who made our trip so special. We really enjoyed being in Mansfield for Curt and Elizabeth's wedding and since we were seated in the front of church in chairs we had such a good view of Curt and Elizabeth as they were waiting to come into the church...we just couldn't believe that this little nephew who always had that big smile was old enough to be getting married! We really enjoyed the short time we were able to spend with you all in Mansfield and again in Fairbury. Nancy, the little side trip through the Badlands was definitely worth it. We were all very impressed with our stay at Mt. Rushmore and would recommend it. They have done some major work since we were there last and the visitor's center was beautiful. We stayed for the evening program and the lighting of the presidents' faces...it was a moving program that brought tears to our eyes. Lynn survived his 60th and thanks each of you who remembered him in so many ways...he received a special bouquet of dried prunes, hemorrhoid suppositories and Efferdent! Now he's waiting for the installation of the gift his kids and Brenda and Jen gave him...a water feature for the flowerbed in front of our sewing room windows that will have water bubbling from a rock and spilling into a rock bed below. Canning season is about over...we did pears, green beans, tomatoes and peaches after getting home. We hope to get the garden cleaned up and a cover crop of crimson clover sowed soon. The rehearsal dinner we did here for our niece, Tasha, went very good. We really appreciated the help of Neil and Linda Hartman Schmidgall from Morris, MN...some of you know them. Their wedding and reception was beautiful and now they are home in San Diego already. We offered to do it again for Bob's daughter, Tonya, who was announced the next Sunday to James Schneider...we'll see what the Schneider want to do. Lori and Chad, it was good to see you both and now you are back from your honemoon and setting up housekeeping in you first home. And Jenna.......we were pleased to get a personal call from you to tell us of your marriage plans to Matt. Our congratulations! 

Glen and Shirley

Sept. 2002 Cloudy--maybe we'll get a shower. Our summer flowers are slowly saying their farewells as the autumn hews are gardually appearing. The happy news in our family is the arrival of Samuel Keith on August 29. Mother and Baby seem to be doing fine. Sharon's sister, Teresa, came for about 10 days to lend a helping hand. Glen and I plan to add more activity to Grandma's house from Sept. 27 until Oct. 9. We hope to be at Grandma's most of the time so visitors will be welcome. Matthew got a different job for these last weeks before school starts again Sept. 30th. He's working for North Santiam Paving. He comes home tired and dirty but it's great experience for on the job training. He leaves home around 5:30 am and usually doesn't get home until around 5 pm depending on the job. He loves (?) the overtime. Glenda has her vacation planned in October, with a few friends, to the east coast...should be pretty. She plans a week in Fairbury afterwards. Most of our family are busy canning pears and tomato products. Gary went to Fairbury last weekend to spend time with his ailing father. Glenda spent nights with Paula while he was gone. The saddest thing recently was the terrible accident in the Kaufman family, others will probably write about it...15 year old Amanda's life gone and 14 year old Ben laying with brain injuries and 16 year old Leah, the driver, carrying a heavy burden in her heart. What a change in a household of children--flowers from their big bouquet--let's continue to treasure each other. 

ARLENE & BRIAN 

So far we are all happy with the school routine and ready for fall. Tyler is in 1st grade and after 2 wks. seems to have adjusted to a full day. PE, recess and library are still his favorite subjects! Garrett is in preschool three mornings a week and has a great time. His classroom pet is Speedy the Turtle. I'm not sure if I'm ready for our turn to have weekend turtle duty! This family has never had any pets!! Sydney has been taking steps and is very proud to stand alone in the middle of a room. She is a happy little girl and sleeps great at night. On the flip-side, she threw her first tantrum this morning when I closed a door in her path! She flopped herself on the floor and kicked her feet and everything!! Brian is spending a few days in Texas this week and Minneapolis next week. I'm planning a girls' weekend at the beach in November...do I really only need 3 days?!

Harvey & Margaret 

Greetings from Bloomington - Not too much exciting here. Jim and Barb stayed with us overnight one night last week and got up early to get to the airport. I wasn't a very good host - I spent the evening in bed sick so didn't get to visit with them. We have gotten a few bushes planted out front and now to get rock and get it spread around. Am to go shopping with Donna Hodel to see about some fabric for curtains for the living room. She is going to help me make something! She used to do that as a living - she did my drapes in Mallingham. We are pretty well organized - still a lot of junk sitting in the basement to find a home. We enjoyed working at Lori's reception - have you ever seen gray punch? Heard last night that we have another wedding on the horizon. Congratulations Jenna. 'Waiting to hear all the details. Hope all are well ----until next month. 

Suzanne and Joe and Andrew 

Suzanne is travelling when this thing is due.  Seems like I said that last month.  This week she is in Charlotte at the bakery - I think for the holiday cookies.  She's also trying to meet someone about painting some delivery trucks.  I don't think I'm going to be able to convince her to put my picture on them - of course, I don't think my face would help sell cookies.  We just got back from Charleston, where we celebrated our 5th anniversary.  It was a fun trip, even if we did learn stuff.  We now know what a piazza is (a porch, NOT something that you put pepperoni on or a major league catcher) and what earthquake bolts are (you put them on a building to straighten it after an earthquake hits - then hope the building doesn't fall down while you're doing that!)  We also saw Fort Sumter, where Abner Doubleday was stationed.  Our tour guide noted that the shape of the fort looks a lot like home plate, and that if you look at photos of the first baseball stadiums, they also resemble the fort.  He also mentioned that Abraham Lincoln had been invited to be part of the official ceremony at Fort Sumter celebrating the end of the war, but declined because he had tickets to Fords Theatre.  
We were in New York over Labor Day weekend with Suzanne's parents.  It was cold and rainy, but that probably helped keep the crowds smaller.  We saw more theatre than I thought I had ever wanted to, but we did get to see both the Mets and Yankees play.  Suzanne got them to put Fred and Judy's names on the big "Welcome" sign, but they misspelled Pufahl (even though it spells just like it sounds).  We also got a good deal on a bridge, but I don't suppose anyone's heard that joke.  We kept waiting for someone to ask "How do you get to Carnegie Hall?" but we never heard it.   (Practice, lots of practice.  Apparently old jokes DO die.)   Andrew was in Illinois while we were in New York.  We sent him out for pizza, and he decided to drive 11 hours to get it.  I think he was glad to see relatives other than us, even if he did have to share his bed with some wooly worms.  He and I went to see the Chicago Bears play yesterday.  It was a pretty bad game all around, but they still look better than any other Chicago sports team.  Andrew is still looking for a job, but it's good having him around to meet the exterminator or help the painters or mow the lawn or do the laundry or clean the bathrooms or pay the bills.   He also made us dinner tonight (and maybe the rest of the week since Suzanne is gone).  As long as we don't get tired of hot wings and pizza . . .

PHIL & KAY

Happy birthday, Abby!  Is it really 13?  Our family celebrated September birthdays Friday night at Sublimity Park - Mom’s, Jonathan’s and Ethan’s.  Katie fell from a piece of playground equipment and scraped up her nose.  Now she is proud of her ouchie and thinks it’s an excuse for all kinds of privileges “because I’ve got an ouchie”!   Leigha, Jared, Nicholas and Luke took off  for school.  Luke is a happy kindergartner.  In a class of six, he’s the only boy.  Leigha helps him off in the morning by making sure he gets on the bus okay.  He seems dependent on her so I’m not sure if she helps him find the right bus seat or what.  
Jared , Nicholas and Luke have a project going in the garden now that has provided hours of after-school fun.  (And hours of laundry service.)  They are digging a huge hole.  Must be trying to find China.

We all enjoyed our trip to the Oregon Caves, and our 11/2 hour hike through the caves.  Mom & 

Katie didn’t go along.  Mom claimed claustrophobia and Katie was under 42 inches.  Glenda almost chickened out after walking 10 feet through the entrance, but she made it.  I spent a good part of the time holding on to Luke’s jacket, much to his disgust.  Today, like a good Mom, I tried to rescue Luke’s Lego that fell down the register.  And I found a mouse.  If I ever reach inside a register again it will be with a long vacuum cleaner nozzle.  
Ben and Michelle

Hello from the Wiegands! We are keeping busy this month with school starting and entertaining lots of out-of-town guests. We enjoyed having Diane and Jami come for Labor Day weekend. Ben was a great babysitter, so just the sisters could spend the day together. It made for a very memorable birthday celebration (Diane's, Jami's and mine). We had Akito and Marie here last weekend--the elder from Japan--and the kids enjoyed hearing about the traditional Japanese breakfast (fish, rice and vegetables). Ben is in Germany this week and then will go to Scottland next week. Only 4 more weeks until the baby is due......will he be home??? The children are all doing well adjusting to getting up for school. Even David looks forward to the bus. I've been VERY busy with the PTO the last week and hope to finish this project by Friday. Looking forward to a couple of slower weeks before the baby comes. 

Andrea and Lyle 

Greetings to you all, what a busy harvest season we had out here. Things have started to slow down and that is nice. Still seems like Lyle isn't home before 8:00 at night still. Andrea is just getting on sub-lists and heard this week from an Ag teacher from an area school that has been diagnosed with colon cancer and asked me if I would be interested in filling in for him the rest of the year. I called the principal of the high school yesterday as he told me to and now am waiting to hear bacl from him. It would be fun to be in the classroom again, but I am not getting my hopes up. I thought it was nice he called me though. Not much else to report this month, Lyle is busy as ever on the farm. Hope all is well with everyone and looking forward to Darren and Nora's baby next month! Lots of love 

Darren & Nora
We’re almost a month into the school routine, and it’s going pretty well.  Ashton loves his 2nd grade teacher, and exclaimed that we can stop asking how his day went because “every day goes great!”  He gets on the bus at 7:05, so we get a good start.  Travis and Lincoln are usually crawling out about then.  And our day fills up, somehow, without always having anything scheduled.  We’re finishing up tomatoes, seeing the doctor weekly, and tying up loose ends “before baby”.  The guys are almost done harvesting kidney beans.  The rain today stopped them.  And we have one field of soybeans almost done.  So harvest has started.  We did enjoy an Illinois get-away a couple of weeks ago, hitting Eureka one weekend and Lori’s wedding in Fairbury the next.  Travis, Lincoln and I had a good time at Kirk & Myra’s the week in between.  Travis and Ashton weren’t sure who had the most fun—Travis with Kenton and Brent, or Ashton with some one-on-one time with his Dad.  Hopefully we’ll hear of two new Walter babies next month, as well as be able to report one of our own.  

Jim and Barb

Looks like it will be a nice day after the fog lifts so I have some bed sheets ready to hang outdoors. We had an inch of rain recently which should have settled the dust for awhile. Fall is surely arriving and the days growing shorter! Jim and I enjoyed our quick trip to Illinois for Lori's wedding. It was nice to be with family for "joyful" times. The bonus was getting to be with our Fehr family for a short time also! Jim and I(who was quickly replaced with Donnie!) stripped wallpaper in Myras upstairs bathroom so now she has a winter project to finish). Yesterday I baby-sat for Koreen while she went to Silverton to distribute fliers for the upcoming school pie and cake auction. Hayden giggles and loves to watch his older brother and sister play around him. He is probably just so anxious to be able to join them! Jim and I joined Kurt and Koreens family at the beach last week when they took off a few days after bean harvest was over. A fellow bean-picker (Shawn Schurter) took his boat out and they went crabbing. We were only there for an afternoon but came home with 13 good eating crab! Now this week, we are trying to settle into a routine again. Yesterday I worked with tomatoes (spaghetti sauce, pizza sauce, juice, and salsa), now today I should see if the pears in the cooler are good for anything(pear butter) yet, and Marilyn brought me a box of windfall apples to make fresh sauce. We have a late planting of sweet corn that we are enjoying. Jim noticed a "flat" area in the patch and when Clinton complained about the dogs being awfully noisy at night, I guessed we had racoons. A few days later we find a "coon" laying in our yard. Clinton doesn't start school until the 30th and seems to be getting anxious to get into that routine. Authorities would probably say he had too much overtime work this summer but it certainly will help out on school expenses! Melissa starts school the 23rd and was fortunate enough to get some scholarship monies. Aaron , well, he doesn't know for sure where he lives!! Surely don't think the house he is staying in now will have room for him when the 5 college boys take up residency. Jim began to clean up his shop one day, and I am anxious to help him load a truck with "dump" material!! He has roofing ordered for a shed at Nelson's place so that will be an upcoming job weather permitting. Congratulations, Jenna!!! Just when we thought we were done with scrapbook pages, quilt blocks, etc!!!! This has been quite the year for weddings. We have two engaged couples in church--Tonya Kuenzi and James Schneider--and Kevin Dettwyler and Jill Dietrich. Looks like the Walters will have to keep the Saturday morning breakfasts going with Glens trip coming up shortly. Doubt that Pete will do much organinizing with his busy harvest going on! Have a safe and happy fall!! 

Brian and Kristin

Oh what a difference a month makes.  The days of setting Eli in a room and having him still be there when you get back are now over.  Our little explorer is into ​everything.  Along with crawling came clapping and standing up against furniture.  Eli likes to be chased and play peek-a-boo.  Brian is busy with work.  Eli makes his daddy’s long tough days all better with just a flash of his 3-teeth smile.   Lori’s wedding was nice.  Quite a site to see all the Uncles wearing aprons making the purple punch.  I hope someone got that on camera.  Uncle Andrew came to visit for a few days.  Eli had fun playing with him and getting to know him better.  Grandma, Grandpa and Uncle Kevin are coming up for lunch tomorrow.  Nothing else new to report.  Congrats to Jenna and Matt!
