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WALTER GAZETTE
October 2002

Gary and Paula

There’s not too much exciting news from the Kaebs this month.  Just getting back to the school routine.  Ethan and Emilee were never too excited about going back to school and it’s not a whole lot better yet.  Especially when we’re dragging them to bed at night or dragging them out in the morning!  I have some grapes to juice and can this week and then “harvest” is over unless we can do some apple juice.  I’m really appreciating the slower pace and occasional rainy day.  Putting summer clothes away and bringing out winter was my big project last week.  It’s always interesting how you think you have what you need and then find one child’s not as big as you thought and one’s bigger!  Gary’s doing a little work in our living room/dining room addition to make it useable for the kids to play in this winter.  Floor, insulation, wiring, etc.  He said we’ll wait to finish it when they’ve grown up. (?!!!)  He’s itching to get his hands on the neighbor’s CAT and get some cleaning up done around here, too.  Terese’s big accomplishments this last month were learning to sit up, crawl and pull herself up.  She doesn’t have enough patience to do one thing at a time!  I’m afraid we’re in for a lot of bumps and bruises as once we’re pulled ourselves up we have no balance.  Hope everyone had a Happy Harvest.  Congratulations on the arrival of two little girls!

Pete, LaRae and the J's

Howdy! Hope everyone is able to enjoy these beautiful fall days. We were having a great harvest with practically no trouble until we had about 3 good days till the finish of combining - then things started going ka-put! Three trucks with problems and a rock through the combine causing damage are slowing things down here at the end - so we may have to limp to the finish line! Jared and Jordan had a 4 day weekend off school so they have been a big help in the field. Rollie Kinate has been helping us haul in the grain - he is a great semi driver and I am more than glad to turn that job over to him! Chris Metz, Mark Mueller, Dean, and occasionally, Keith, have been very faithful helpers also. I don't mind running the combine or the grain cart when I can. Jenna has helped out too when she isn't at school or work or researching wedding decisions. Their plans all seem to be falling into place for a wedding and reception in Fairbury on Saturday, June 21, so mark your calendars! More details will be forthcoming.... so far, we've had lots of fun planning... including wedding dress shopping. Congratulations to all the parents with new little bundles - Enjoy!!! 

Glen and Shirley 

Vacation time is over again for the Glen Kuenzi's. We had a very nice 10 days, just being amongst all of you and watching the coming and goings. Also shared the sadness that hit Marlene and Duane's family and hearing about Margaret's brother being so sick. Health is such a blessing. My back "acted up" yesterday which put a halt to my "digging in" to the work force again. Always glad when it calms down again. Glen did the grape juice from start to finish all by himself--26 quarts. He found out he could do it. If they all seal for him, he just may "pop his buttons!" His sister Helen is coming along better. Still weak. Matthew is settled into college routine and Glenda is touring on the East coast. Hope she checks in on her Walter relation when she is in Fairbury. She called us yesterday after she landed in Providence and got their rental car. Our family is planning an apple cider afternnon Saturday the 19th. It is James 2nd birthday, so plan to do all the October birthdays, Jolene's, and Kaitlin's. Too bad we can't gather up all those Walter relatives I see on the October page. Enjoy autumn as mother nature prepares to take a rest. 

Lynn, Marilyn and Family 

We are having a most beautiful Fall and consider each of these sunny days as "bonus" days as soon the Oregon rainy season will come. Marilyn is giving the woodwork in our three bedrooms their final coat of varnish this afternoon. Thought it was a good time to "redo" the woodwork before new carpet comes tomorrow. Christopher and Mary are coming for supper tonight and then they will help us move everything out of the rooms. Kimberly is knee-deep in homework, Kathryn is finding out what it's like to have two jobs after school. She gets out of school at 10:45 and works for two hours at her old job with Dr. Gabe and started this week working from 1:30 to 6 for Bauman Farms--a family owned fruit stand and greenhouse operation. She loved her first day yesterday and hope that's how she feels down the road. Kari has started to take cuttings from her fuschias and geraniums and getting them in her heated propagation bed. We enjoyed the Mennonite World Relief auction last Saturday...did our usual sign making on Friday. Kari bought an old platform rocker that needs refinishing and upholstery--that will be her winter project no doubt. Again in our Walter circle we have experienced the joy of new children being born and the sorrow of a parent's death. Our sympathy and prayers go out to you, Marlene and Duane. Welcome to the new little ones--Kiana, Samuel, Camille and Rachel. 

Nancy & John

Maybe I'll have time to get this done before John calls that they are quitting in the cornfield for today and are ready for a chicken supper at the Saunemin Tap! They started on the last 120 acres of corn at Chuck & Norma's today. John was supposed to run in to Pontiac this morning and survey the disassembled combine engine and make decisions on what to do with it...haven't heard what was wrong exactly. Last night I followed him home about 9pm from his last cornfield, he got a cool ride for about 30 minutes on the little Allis!! Had been using that on an auger to load semi's right from the field. Don't even know any yields!! He'll soon be back to the carpentry business. Haven't seen Andrew for a while, get an occasional E-mail. He might be home this week-end, but has a Saturday AM class...so we'll see. Kyle got a little deer the first of bow season, took it to the Chenoa Locker. Talked to him Sunday, he was sick and wasn't going to come out. That reminds me, I have 3 boxes of Market Day French Toast in the back seat of my car that need to be put in the freezer! I had a free sample I fixed one Sunday morning for him and he thought they'd be great for taking to work for lunch. Saw Mike Saturday night when we went to Pontiac for John's brother Chuck's 40th birthday party. He seems to be doing OK. Barb Knapp stopped in at Fairview this AM and wanted to know what I was doing for lunch...so we had Chinese and I took time to drop off our real estate taxes and also Mom's. Today was the due date. I have the Medicare/Medicaid information to the CPA, now waiting to hear back from him. I do have to update the log and send that yet, but shouldn't take long. Now my co-workers are ready for me to clean out our office!!(since I'm done with last years records) Jenna offered to come in one afternoon so I'm getting lined up for that. I have two others that work part time, Karen Steffen and Lou Ida Steffen. They both want "part-time" and with Brenda Fehr planning to move to Tremont, Karen is training on payroll along with everything else. I'm fortunate to have 3 great employees!! We think if we clean out the office, maybe there will be places for 3 people to have desk space! My employees are a lot more orderly than I am! Shirley & Glen's visit went really fast. I think Mom was "surprised" when we had a great turnout for the birthday pizza party!! (even if a lot of the farmers couldn't make it) Then we had cake & icecream at her house to finish the evening. Now I can look forward to making coffee in the morning for Glenda when she stays at Mom's. So far John has been patiently waiting for me to turn our furnace on...it's getting harder to pop out of bed in the morning, he discovered this AM that the electric blanket is on backwards! I keep hoping that it will warm up. Got the last of the tomatoes in Sunday and only have two mum's blooming yet, so not worried about the frosts. Just got a call that the combine in on its way to the shed, so I better get going. 

Barb and Jim
We are here at the Fehr’s in Iowa getting acquainted with new little Rachel Ann!  She is a very sweet little bundle, and we are probably spoiling her by catering to her “whimpers”  We think of the Wiegands and wonder how that little one is doing!  I think Rachel is going to be “lighter” and looks like Ashton, but right now she has a nice head of dark brown hair.

Jim is helping with corn harvest today after spending a couple of days V-Ripping.  They are nearing the end of harvest.  Today it is terribly windy out, reminding me not to want to be in this area in mid-winter!!  Darren and Nora live on a country road, the only one on their mile, and the traffic of the day is the mailman and the school bus!!

At this time, Darren’s grandfather, who we have learned to know and love, is fighting a losing battling with leukemia.  That brings back a lot of memories.

Clinton had gotten his deer the opening day of deer hunting season.  It is boned and in the 

Freezer waiting to be mixed with some pork and made into sausage.  

Jim and I went to Corvallis to see where Clinton is living with his roommates.  Quite evident that their studying will have to be done at the library!!  

Aaron is in North Carolina for a few days, then goes home, and soon goes to Kansas City for a combined business, “family” trip.  I have been after him to make sure he is accumulating his air miles, with all the trips he has been taking.  Melissa is back at school also, and it looks like it should keep her very occupied.

Not much else for now---do you recall how the built-in “computer” goes on vacation, too??

Darren & Nora

Happy fall, everyone.  It seems like the leaves are extra pretty right now.  It would be fun to be outside if the wind would just die down.  Mom’s trying to hang the jeans out on the line, but I wonder if they’ll stay put.  

We’re thankful for our little Rachel Ann born October 2nd.  She’s been doing very well so far—maybe it especially seems that way since this Mom has lots of help right now.  We’re really appreciating Grandma’s help in the house and Grandpa’s help on the farm.  Harvest should be mostly over by the end of the week, except for some of the field work.  

Congratulations to the other new parents since last letter, and our sympathies to Duane and Marlene.  With Darren’s Grandpa fading fast, we’ve commented several times on lives that are beginning and lives that are ending.  He is being transferred to a closer hospital this afternoon and has requested that we bring Rachel in for him to see.  That seems to be one of the things that is keeping him hanging on and well enough to transfer closer—being able to see his latest great-granddaughter.

Jim and Juanita

Good morning everybody. We have had a couple of great months. Last month we took a trip to Banner Elks NC hoping to see fall color but were to early. Did have a nice quit week in the mountains tho. We were home a week and got a call from Michelle telling us little Cami was on the way so made plans to go out there for a week. Cami fits right in with the Wiegand family. The girls are a big help to Michelle and David loves her too. Now we are keeping busy working on the leaves in our back yard and getting ready for winter. We are going to babysit Avery and Vivian a few days next week while Thadd substitute teaches at school. Jim is working in his old H&amp;W shop building tearing the balcony down making room for the winter storage of a motor home. We also try to get to Pontiac five time a week to work out at the Rec Center . Just about time to start shopping for Christmas! Have a good month 

Chuck and Karen 

We are now officially into fall, but our weather certainly is summer like. Was almost 80 degrees today and Chuck said tonight that he checked the forecast and there is a slim chance of any rain in the next 10 days. The farmers are in need of it here as they are waiting for the rain to sprout their grass and grains that were planted. I am ready for the dust to settle and the rain to move in for a while. The past few weeks have been a little stormy here again. My Mom called one morning about 4 AM and asked Chuck to come as she wasn't feeling good. Well, we rushed over and she was having all the normal symptoms of a heart attack. I called the ambulance and the 911 dispatcher kept me on the line the whole time till the ambulance got there. Ended up taking her to the hospital in Silverton and they determined that she did not have a heart attack, but was having some kind of heart problems. They kept her for a few days and then sent her to Portland and she ended up having 2 stents put in her heart. Came home and a day later we took her back to Silverton and she stayed there a couple of more nights to calm down the arteries, and came home again with lots of medicine. Is having a little bit of a problem as she can't tolerate some medicines very well, in fact, she can't take nitroglycerin, so when it gets bad enough she has to take morphine. Is a little stressful. We are hoping that she will be on her feet soon as she cares for my dad and now neither one are in that good of shape. So, what do you think I have to look forward to!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Chuck has went fishing a couple of times this month for salmon, and now we have more salmon in the freezer. We would to share it with anyone, so just call and tell us you want to help us clean out the freezer. Chuck wants another reason to go fishing some more. Once the freezer has very much, he doesn't have a very good reason. Anyhow, he sure does enjoy getting his line wet. Went crabbing with Craig and Matt a couple of weeks ago, and they only got a couple, not a good day. Kara is busy going to college three days a week and working for JB Sod two days a week. She is taking the Medical Assisting program, maybe I wrote that before, and spends quite a lot of time studying. Congratulations to the new babies, so cute to have two little girl second cousins. Kyle and Trishas little Kiana is so cute and petite. She has lots of very dark hair, a rather dark complexion, and such a cute little nose and mouth. Nora sent a picture of Rachel and she sure does look like a JGK grandchild, that little button nose. Very cute. So glad for Nora and Darren to have a little girl. Barb and Jim are there now and can imagine how glad Nora must feel for that motherly advise. Don't know much else. Take care. 

Virgil and Katrina

We all enjoyed our trips to Ohio, Oregon and Illinois the last couple of months. The kids really did have a good time at Grandpa and Grandma's and Olivia seems to remember quite a few people and things we did. Jesse just talks about Austin, Annie and Lori. It was fun seeing everyone and how much they have changed!! Thanks to U. Pete and A. LaRae for watching the kids Saturday night before Lori's wedding. They remember you and talk about you! While we were in Oregon our older horse Peanuts died. He was about 25 years old and getting pretty tired. He's been with Virgil a long time and has given lots of rides to kids. Hopefully Sunny will be as patient and a little calmer! The kids took it pretty good. Harvest is in full swing around here and I can't wait for it to be over. My kids are great but, I do appreciate my husbands help and having another adult in the house for a few hours in the evening. Should be done next week and then we can relax a little more. Several weeks ago our church broke ground in Bloomfield for a new building. We are very thankful and excited as will cut our Sunday morning drive by 10 miles, each way and will be nice to have a more modern, accessible building. Sounds like it will be spring of 2003 before it really gets going. Anyone looking for a work project, we love visitors!! 

Lyle and Andrea

Greetings to everyone, sure has been a beautiful October here in Oregon. The last two days have been in the upper 70's! Has been another busy month again, no news yet on the teaching position for Andrea at Molalla for the teacher that has cancer. I just keep calling weekly and assume they will figure it out soon, and if it works out great! Been doing a lot of subbing, at least two days a week, sometimes three or four so that is at least keeping me busy. Lyle spent some time spraying this last week, trying to get an early start of weeds in the grass fields I suppose. The farm has slowed down but there always seems to be something that keeps Lyle busy until after 6:30 every night. I suppose feeding the horses takes up at least half an hour! We celebrated Lyle's birthday on the 12th, Martin's, Nelson's, Koreen's, Clinton, and Melissa were there, as well as some of Lyle and I's friends and my parents too. Missy made the homemade pizza crust that was great! Since Mom and Dad Kuenzi were gone to Nora's we used their house for more room, but we still filled it up. Well I hope this finds everyone well, and give little Rachel Ann a kiss from her aunt and uncle here in Silverton! Take care, God's blessings to all. 

Kirk and Myra

Hello from the Kirk Edelmans!  Just cleaned up my paint brush after priming the upstairs bathroom walls.  Hopefully this project will be completed soon as the bathrooms been “under construction” since Mom and Dad were here in September.  You’ll have to check out the finished product, U. Don!  Other than the usual paint splatters all was going well until I found Kendra at my feet.  I don’t want to know how her brothers managed to help her out of bed!  Everyone enjoyed a relaxing 4 day weekend with no school.  “Mom, can this just be a free day” was asked by one of our over worked daughters.  So – hopefully they were able to unwind and just be kids.  We hosted a weiner roast Sunday night.  ‘Tis the season!  The girls have begun organ lessons again with Anita Honegger.  Kirk went on a field trip with Brianne last week.  Courtney loves wearing her hair in a no-fuss ponytail.  We’re finally long enough!  Kenton + Brent’s activities include bird legs, rat’s teeth, etc.  I won’t say more.  They do appreciate being together again after Kenton gets home from school.  Kendra celebrated her 1st birthday.  She’s learned how to slide down the steps on her belly laughing all the way.  Thankfully she’s figured out what “night” means once again.  Kirk’s been extra busy with harvest time jobs at work and looks forward to a quiet winter.  I’m always playing catch-up! Congrats to new parents!

Brian and Kristin

Time flies right by and it’s newsletter time again.  Seems like we had quite a busy month, but trying to remember everything is a different story.  Went out to dinner with Kristin’s family for her mother’s birthday.  Went to a steakhouse that had singing waiters.  Decided to quit my job on the spot and work there, but then I started thinking about our mortgage!  Eli and I gave Kristin a “free weekend” present the first weekend in October when we went to visit Mom and Dad.  I had my 15 year reunion.  Got to spend some time with Joe on Friday night, which was nice.  Had breakfast with Glen, Shirley and the gang on Saturday morning.  Our thoughts are with Duane and Marlene on the passing of her father.  I got to have a nice chat with him at the restaurant on Saturday morning.  Just a reminder of how precious our time together is.  Our class reunion was Saturday night;  couldn’t believe how many times I heard that I looked just like my Dad (wonder if they meant 1987 Harvey or the one of today!!).  Got to spend some “quality” time with Eli (and Mom and Dad) all night long as he was cutting three teeth and letting us know about it.  Got home on Sunday to find that Kristin had painted and decorated Eli’s room…and looked incredibly well-rested.  She didn’t seem too sympathetic about our long night.  This past week Kristin and Eli joined a play group from church at the local farmstand.  Eli got to talk to some goats, turkeys, ponies, geese, and pumpkins.  Other than the 40 degree weather, I think they had a good time.  Went down to Bloomington last night for Troy Hari’s funeral (Everett and Beverly’s grandson).  16 years old, killed in a car accident on Sunday on his way to work.  Quite a service, over 1,000 people attended.  Amazing to see how much life he fit into 16 years, and what a positive impact he had on many lives.  Kristin’s cousin Jodi is married to Everett’s son Jim, so she spent the day at their house watching their two little boys while everyone was at the church.  Neither of us got much sleep last night, so we’re hoping for a quiet Friday night here.  Kristin is planning to take Eli with her and her parents to go visit her cousin Steve and AnnaMarie Stoller on Monday in Indiana.  Then she is planning on taking him on his first plane trip to visit her sister in Colorado next weekend.  Till next month...

Jim and Juanita
Hello to all the Walter relatives - long time no hear from me. I just happened to mention to Mom that the Walter news should be coming out, and she urged me to write a quick note. I am waiting for Ashley to call me from the football game, so I can head home. She needed to be in town this morning at 7, so I brought her in and went right to work at the flower shop. Now its 8:30(pm) and I'm kind of anxious to go home. Unfortunately she needs to be back in town tomorrow morning at 6 to go to a band contest - and so the story goes! Oh how I miss my Justin! He has been real good about coming home most weekends, but we certainly don't see a lot of him. He seems to be enjoying 

