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WALTER GAZETTE
November 2002

NOTE:  There will NOT be a Walter Gazette for December.

Duane and Marlene 

We would like to thank everyone for all the food, cards, phone calls, generous memorials, love, prayers and support we received since Marlene's dad's death. May God bless each of you. 

Pete, LaRae, & the J's – 

Howdy! Can't say that nothing is going on around here these days...seems like we are swamped! Jenna has been working at Matt's new house (Urban & Martha Bahler's - east of Kilgus Dairy) that he recently bought. He is letting Jenna and Whitney Knauer (also engaged to be married this summer) move in and he is staying at home and letting his mom spoil him till June 21. I hope the girls don't have too much fun there - with only themselves to care for! The only work that they decided to do to the house was painting a bedroom, bath & hallway. Jenna is having a great time furniture shopping every week at Edelman Auction - she's been delighted with her purchases!! I just got back from 8 girlfriends' 5-day adventure in Arizona. Everything worked out great - 4 nights of slumber parties and we were still laughing and gabbing all the way home. The highlights were probably the Pink Jeep Tour through the mountains in Sedona and eating rattlesnake & fried cactus at the Cowboy Club! Pete & the kids fared very well on their own - 4-day weekend off of school for Jared & Jordan - so extra help for Pete who is finishing up on disking & nitrogen application. This past month I, Jordan, & Sylvia Feese had the privilege of going to the Armory in Springfield to hear President Bush speak. The morning we went, there was a light mist falling on the backdrop of the Old State Capitol building - hundreds of policemen (some on horses) & Secret Servicemen - an awesome sight. I became somewhat on edge with what appeared to me to be relaxed security getting into the Armory with just a ticket and one pass through a metal detector. (We've been checked more thoroughly getting on a plane in Bloomington headed for Disney World!) With the threat of bombs, snipers and planes gone astray - my paranoia level has increased dramatically in the past year or so. Once in the building we weaseled our way to the front and I made it my business to profile the crowd - in search of potential snipers or suicide bombers. I found several characters that showed possibilities. One such was in front of me during the entire rally (black floppy hat and black trench coat). Midway through the President's speech - when one of the kids in a high school band seated in the upper deck dropped his instrument and it crashed on the metal chairs - I nearly hit the ceiling. Mr. Pres. didn't miss a beat. I certainly said of prayer of thanksgiving when we all left the building alive & unharmed. It was a thrilling experience for us! Well, enough rattling on ...Congrats to Aaron & Stacie - and all others celebrating the joys of life. Wishing All of You a Blessed Thanksgiving!! 

Darren & Nora:

Seems like it was just summer, and already the calendar reads the middle of November.  Time has really gone fast with this little baby.  It must help that she’s pretty good most of the time.  And I’m not trying to do too much more than is necessary.  I suppose I should be gearing up for the holidays.  Our three snows so far this winter make winter a little more real.  We still have a couple of hours of v-ripping to do—just can’t seem to get to it right now.  And if it gets into the 50s a couple of days this week it would be a good time to clean up equipment.  But for the most part things are wrapped up.  Darren took a couple of business trips last month.  I had lots of offers of help, and did take advantage of some that wanted a 2 y/o and 5 y/o for a day.   Grandpa Wirtz passed away on the 6th.  We really feel thankful to be able to spend so much time with him in the past year, and especially the last couple of weeks.  He was ready and we have lots of good memories.  He had asked that Darren have his funeral, and Darren did really well.  I sure couldn’t have done it.  We’re still debating a trip to Oregon for Christmas.  But now with a summerish wedding in Kansas, maybe we should just stay put.  Congratulations to Matt & Jenna, and our sympathy to you, Aunt Margaret, on the death of your brother.

Lynn, Marilyn and Girls 

It is really good to see the sun shine again this morning after some good and much needed rain. We were so dry but after about three inches of rain in the last week, it looks like we are back into our normal weather pattern. We have had such a beautiful Fall and fall colors. We took Jen Kloter and Brenda Knobloch to Central Oregon for a Friday and Saturday outing as a farewell trip for Jen. It was beautiful over there...the ladies went on some hikes to waterfalls and did some shopping in Sisters. Jen left for Rockville yesterday after spending 4 years here..we had 25 for dinner Sunday for her and then had a singing at church in the evening. We'll miss her but know she feels she is doing God's will and that's what is important. Marilyn keeps busy with her cleaning jobs, the resumption of World Relief work at church, helping Esther Dettwyler and keeping her husband and kids happy. Kari has our yard ready for winter, Kimberly is doing the laundry and vacuuming this morning and Kathryn has finally finished decorating her bedroom. Our thoughts have been with you Margaret, Harvey and Family...the death of a loved one really makes us stop and realize how fragile life is and our need to treasure each other while we are alive. We are sure that you too understand that empty spot in your family circle, Duane and Marlene. May we each have a blessed Thanksgiving in our family circles. 

Harvey and Margaret

Thursday evening, Nov 14 so will try to get this done in time. Special thanks to all for the cards, calls, prayers etc over the past month. It does help to know others care! We seem to keep busy all the time but not sure doing what. I did get about four ton of landscape rock spread around the house. Margaret helped me get the plastic down around the bushes etc but she didn't seem to think carrying five gallon buckets of rock from the end of the drive up to the house was appropriate exercise. Wasn't too bad until the next morning. Margaret is off work for a few days so we are trying to get a few "house problems" resolved. Tomorrow morning a fellow from the lumberyard is supposed to come out and check our front door. We don't think it fits quite right. Tuesday someone is supposed to come out and check the microwave exhaust fan as it doesn't seem to have much suction. Have a small area of sod to get in on the north side of the house-hopefully will get that done in the next few days. Had to wait until the house next door was completed so we could get the proper grading done.  So little by little we are getting there. A week ago we spent the weekend in Chicago with four other couples. Did shopping Saturday afternoon, then spent some time with Kristin and Eli before going to our motel. Then went to church in Chicago on Sunday. Boy those grand kids can grow on you.  Talked to Suzanne last night. Joe had surgery on his achilles tendon-sounded like it went all right. Maybe it will give him something to write about. Work is still about the same-a lot of concern as we only have about two months before year end and it doesn't look like we are going to do much better than the $5 billion loss we had last year. I told my boss I would work until February for sure but after that no guarantees. According to Margaret the weather is going to change as she has been hobbling around the last few days. At least the hot tub gives her temporary relief. Well, don't know much else so will close and hope all have a Blessed Thanksgiving. Looking forward to seeing some family then.

John & Nancy: 

John is having supper at a seedcorn meeting tonight, so I polished off some leftovers when I got home from work and will write the newsletter. I knew better than to plan on going with him tonight as we want to take Friday off and use a week-end gift certificate to Kishauwau on the Vermillion that John got from one of his sister's for shingling her roof. It will be kind of like spending the week-end in a cabin at Bartlett's timber!! I had to finish up the final reports for October before I could leave Fairview, and got that accomplished about 5:30 with one problem I couldn't readily fix so will have that to do Monday. We paid one bill in October and put December as the invoice date, so it's out there in computer land waiting to be found and put in the proper place. Otherwise things are going pretty smoothly at work even if I'm kept hopping trying to keep my co-workers working on projects. John has started on a duplex in Forrest, so that should be a good winter job. Has all the farm equipment in the shed, think the 4020 is going in for a checkup yet. The combine is overhauled for next year. All the corn and beans are at the elevator and next year's wheat crop is up and green. Have a tax appointment next week...John got all of his bookwork caught up, and I have to do the October "household" yet. Could tell by the computer that Kyle was here today, unanswered call on the call-waiting menu at 2:20pm today...he must have been here to check his E-mail and play hunting games or whatever. A group of them went pheasant hunting last week-end and got three pheasants. He's still deer-hunting. Andrew was home last week-end and we got to host him and his date, Abby Zimmerman(Les's granddaughter)at a Friday night supper at the Dwight Country Club. That was a good place to eat and we enjoyed their company. He was around a while Saturday AM to get the tires rotated on his car, an oil change, and helped John with a few odd jobs. Then he went to the P-C football game. According to the E-mail, he is coming home again tomorrow to have some moles removed from his back and shoulder, and he does have room in his apartment freezer for hamburgers, frenchtoast sticks, and chicken steaks!! Is doing good with his classes, but still hasn't landed a job. Enjoyed Glenda's visit, got in one walk with her, and she did a good job of bailing out of bed in the morning by the time I stopped at Grandma's! Missed her breakfast, we went to Bob & Kathy's that week-end. John & Bob spent Saturday afternoon installing a new storm door, John checked with them last night after they had all the storms last week-end, and Sarah informed him the door was still on. They are adding a third garage bay to their house with a second story that will add on to the boy's bedroom. Think that third bay is for Bob's "last" Firebird that he's kept and restored!! Kathy appears to be doing well, and they are a busy family. Took a day off and went to Parkland for a $10.00 special teethcleaning from Jenna. I'm trying to floss every night, Jenna,...that I have time to sit in front of the TV. She would like more Walter mouths to work on, to see if they look like her dad's & mine!! Got to help clean up a little bit one evening at the house she and Matt are buying. Thanksgiving is at our house at 1:00pm for anyone I missed. Looking forward to having all who can make it. (I'll keep saying that as we clean out the garage!) The 2003 weddings are starting to add up!! And we're looking forward to them. 

Kirk and Myra

Just came in from my daily walk.  I didn’t have my usual companion peddling along beside me.  Brent thinks it’s much more exciting to help Muellers haul manure.  Looks like it will keep him well occupied all morning.  Kendra’s taking her a.m. nap.  Now that I have put cupboards back together that she has cleaned out for me, I’m free to do my thing for awhile.  The school kids are always glad to take a snack to school for their classmates.  I stirred up Puppy Chow and hope to have enough to divide into thirds.  We have Dairy Queen meals to redeem since we got our report cards.  We enjoyed a trip to Kansas over our last four day weekend.  Now we hope to work in a trip to meet Rachel Ann over Thanksgiving.  Courtney’s enjoying all the field trips that come along with fourth grade and helping Mrs. Walter whenever she gets a chance.  Brianne’s glad to read to her brothers and be teacher to them.  Kenton thinks Brent appreciates little sisters nap time so he can set up his fences and animals.  Kendra’s walking all over and chattering in her own language.  My priority this week was to wash windows.  I haven’t started!  Things are staying busy at Riegers.  Glad to have some trustworthy employees to share the load.  One of these nights we’ll have to rake and burn leaves at the apartments.  Anyway – there’s always something needing doing somewhere.  Happy Thanksgiving to all.  Congrats to Aaron and Stacie!

Glen and Shirley

Hello everyone from beautiful cloudy, rainy Oregon.  We are so happy to have our normal rainy November again, but we also enjoyed a beautiful warn sunny October.  We’ve had two weeks of out-of-state visitors so the nice weather was very impressive; it enhanced Oregon’s beauty!!  Gene and Judy Edelman, our Kansas friends spent one week, staying at Glenda’s house, she was still in Illinois part of the time, then we got to have her back home with us a few nights.  On Friday, Nov. 1st, Lynn and Becky Schaffer and six of their children and Elmer and Darlene Stark arrived by car (van) to spend ten days.  By the way, they are cousins to all of you.  Lynn’s on Mom’s side and Darlene on Dad’s side.  (That information is for the next generation!)  We took Elmer and Darlene to the beach overnight, just happened to get in on the first big “storm at sea” for the season, in fact the worst one in years.  It was awesome.  The waves were huge.  Gary and Paula’s and Lynn and Becky’s joined us at our motel in time for their children to play on the beach for 1 hr. before we had to leave.  A couple hours later, the beaches were closed to people; the surf was so violent, but so interesting.  All of our visitors have left, now, so we are trying to get back to work.  Keith and Sharon have offered to host our Thanksgiving Dinner.  If Douglas and Keilan have their expected addition before then and are able to come, and everyone else is able to come, we think we will be 45 present.  That’s counting the babies.  Glenda sure enjoyed her vacation and being at Fairbury.  Glen’s been busy picking up leaves at her place and ours.  David goes to Canada a few days this week.  Matthew finally spent a weekend home with us, again.  This coming Saturday “our girls” plan their traditional shopping spree to the outlet mall at Lincoln City, the Daddy’s babysitting.  Grandma gets to go along.  Almost thought we wouldn’t get to buy a Walter gift this year, but Glenda brought us our names.  Wonder how long before our “thinker” gets too rusty to figure out what to buy??!  Better go.  Our sincere sympathy to Marlene (again), Margaret and now we hear Darren and Nora lost his grandfather.  Let’s think of each other at Thanksgiving.

Keith and Sharon

Hello to all!  I just ran across last month’s Gazette and decided that maybe we can get some news in this month if I mail it today.  We’re getting geared up to enjoy these next few rainy months indoors.  I really appreciate our basement, which we finished this past Spring.  The kids spend more time down there than anywhere else since the rains have started.  Caleb, Kaitlin and Lauriann are adjusting to the school routine.  Thy leave the house at 6:50 AM which makes for an early wake-up call!  We haven’t had too many hectic mornings when everyone needs attention at once, like I was envisioning would happen with a little baby.  Samuel has been a pretty content little boy.  He sleeps 6-7 hours at night now.  And he's "talking”, much to the delight of his siblings.  I think he even got scared of the nurse at his 2 month check-up.  Heidi already wants to help with dishes.  “Should I scrape the pates?”  and “can I put these in the dishwasher?”.  Why is it so fun now, but when it’s part of their daily chores it’s such a pain to do?  Brendan turned 5 this month and can’t figure out why he has to wait so long to go to Kindergarten.  He is a great entertainer for Heidi on school days.  I just heard her tell him, “I’m not playing with you anymore because you hit me!”  and 30 seconds later she follows him down the basement!  Keith would like to start a big project in his shop - building a china cabinet.  He was hoping to work on it a lot over Christmas break buy my parents just told us last week that they and Greg & Julie would like to spends 2 weeks here over Christmas.  That sounds much nicer than a china cabinet – I don’t think Keith minds either!  This Saturday is the GPK girls annual shopping trip.  Samuel gets to go with me and Keith gets to spend quality time with the other 5!  Hopefully I can get some Christmas shopping done.  Hope everyone has a happy Thanksgiving.

Joe and Suzanne

I must give Suzanne credit for thinking of creative new ways to get me to write the newsletter. Last week I had surgery to repair a ruptured Achilles tendon, so I'm just sitting around with my leg propped up for the next couple weeks. And we were wondering what we were going to write about this month. Fortunately, it doesn't hurt too much, but my ballet career is over. And it was good that I did this in the last inning of the last softball game of the year. Maybe "good" is not the word I wanted to use there. Suzanne has taken excellent care of me over the last week (I'm not a good patient), and Andrew is improving his cooking skills - ask him about his cherry squares! Suzanne is still working on her MBA. She is continuing to keep her 4.0 average, which is amazing considering all the travel her job requires and all of the last-minute assignments her boss gives her. Suzanne's Mom & Dad are arriving today - they are making a pit stop on their way to Florida. They'll also be stopping by on the way back. Fortunately my injury does not affect my Euchre playing ability - it's just as bad as ever. Andrew is heading up to Illinois this week, so hopefully he'll get a chance to celebrate his little nephew's birthday. I've been working on my website, so you can see prior issues of the Walter Gazette at http://www.geocities.com/josephewalter (there's also a nice write-up on Achilles tendon surgery). Also, Andrew and I are working on the 2003 Walter Calender - we should have that ready by about June or so. We are trying to track down some embarrassing photos - fortunately there are only 12 months in the year! 

Jim and Juanita

Another month has pasted! We stayed around home pretty good this past month except this past week end. On Thursday we drove to my brother Carl's house in Oneida (close to Galesburg) and on Friday morning got up early and went to Moline through the John Deere factory. Watched them putting combines together. Didn't look like they had alot going on. The guide told us they only built them after they were sold. Look around Moline the rest of the day goimuseum'smuseumns. On Saturday we went to Bishop Hill, Illinois which is an old Swedish Colony. Lots of shops and history there. Saturday afternoon we drove on to Albia, Iowa and met up with Dennis Rassi & family,Alan Walter & family and Ted Steidinger and family . Stayed the night at a motel and then on Sunday morning went to Garden Grove church(it was Fairbury's turn to send a minister). Got to see Virgil and Katrina and kids. They heard it was Fairbury's turn so wanted to see who came over. Had a very nice day with them. Looking forward to Thanksgiving with the Walter's at Nancy and John's. On Friday we are going to Chicago foAmtrakay.I found cheap AmTrack tickets on the internet.($6.90) We leave a 8:00am from Pontiac and get back at 6:30pm. Should be enough time to look around downtown Chicago. Have a good month. 

Barb and Jim: 

Hope everyone is looking forward to their Thanksgiving get togethers! We plan to have our family home along with Lynn, Marilyn, and "girls". At present, two families have stomach flu bugs in their house so we'll hope everyone is well on that day!! I am behind in purchasing wedding gifts for our three weddings at church coming up before the end of the year, and really do need to start Christmas shopping too. Guess if I think I am busy, I should consider how the families involved in the weddings must feel... Aaron and Stacie are engaged and are looking at May 24, 2003 as a wedding date in Kansas.  Same day as Nelson and Lisa's anniversary. We have had some freezing weather so it promptly finished off the garden and flowers awhile back, then we finally got some rains. Now the last of the leaves are coming down so we can pretty much concentrate on indoor work. Jim hasn't gotten started on any projects yet. He was busy for a couple of days for two weeks on grand jury duty and then we want to be ready to work on the Metzger home whenever it gets going again. Clinton is back to looking like "our boy" after doing a last fling with his long curly hair! (of many braided locks!) Now we'll see if the curls will come back or if it will just start falling out! Melissa went to SanDiego this week-end for a wedding with four other sisters from church. She got in on some 90degree weather! Otherwise she is busy with a difficult school term and doing her part-time jobs. Jim and I plan to make a ButterBraid delivery at the coast this Thursday, may just make it a day trip this time since it has to be out there before noon, and our home schedule is a little busy around here. Our family is in charge of the Walter Christmas out here this year and we have reserved the same building as we had last year. I need to let those of you who have Oregon names know, that we plan to have it on Dec. 21, so can you do your shopping early? Sorry for the inconvenience! We wish you all a Healthy Blessed Thanksgiving, enjoying and appreciating the many blessings we have, and most of all, that we have Our Precious Lord and Savior! 

Lyle and Andrea

Hi all, hope all is well with everyone. The past month seems like it has flown by, and I really don't know what we have done with it. This last weekend we went to Bend because I had a new teacher conference over there, it is such beautiful country over there. Have been keeping fairly busy with subbing, but it is hard to plan on anything, its like living day to day not exactly knowing what is coming next. It is getting us by for now, and we will see what if anything opens up this spring. Were very excited to hear Aaron and Stacie's news this last week, and look forward to travelling to Kansas in May. Aaron has always been very dear to me, and I know Lyle and I are very excited for him. Not much else going on, Lyle seems to keep busy on the farm, even when it is raining cats and dogs. I guess he gets to catch up on all the paperwork he neglected during harvest. Well, take care.... 

Walt and Rose

Hello from the Edelmans. Thought things would slow down after the wedding, but seems like the days get as busy as we make them.  We celebrated  four birthdays tonite, Sunday evening. Karie and Tori had October birthdays, and Heidi and Russell in November. Made home made pizza which everyone seemed to enjoy.  Thanks to everyone for all their help during Lori’s wedding & reception.  They are now busy with everyday living.  Our house is much too quiet for me!  I’m enjoying our three youngest boys now before we head in for more changes some day!  We’ve been busy with auctions, trying to catch up so we can have time off for the holidays.  Hopefully we’ll be spending a few days in Branson over Thanksgiving.  Lisa, Walter, Jason, Cindy, Warren, Abby, and Heidi are planning on going with us.  Is everyone ready for the busy Christmas season?  Hope we get to see most of you there.

