WALTER GAZETTE          MAY  2002

Ben and Michelle- This is the last newsletter published in Pennsylvania.  Remember to forward next months news to Kristen at waltergazette@attbi.com.  We’re enjoying the great weather, but keep falling behind on housework with all of the outdoor projects we find.  The children have school until June 14th, then we hope to drive to Illinois for a short vacation. Have a great summer.

Darren & Nora: I’m not sure how I missed writing last month.  We had just gotten back from a mini-vacation to the Lakes with John & Karmin, and had such a good time.  Maybe it was in the “catching up” of laundry, house and kids that the 15th got away from me.  Anyway, we’re still around and well.  We want to say thanks to Ben & Michele for doing the newsletter up to now, and thanks to Brian & Kristen for keeping it going after this month.

Our spring seems to be going okay.  We haven’t received any of those heavy rains that are flooding other parts of the Midwest.  The guys are in the field planting beans tonight and figure they can get mostly done tomorrow.   Will be nice to have that out of the way so we can enjoy a long Memorial Day weekend in Ohio at Gus & Dorothy’s.  

Our news for this month is busy kicking away, so I guess I had better add our names to the list of families expecting October babies.  Are you available for babysitting during bean harvest, Aunt LaRae??!!

Kirk & Myra: Got the flowers and garden all in.  Now I’m compiling the “honey do” lists in anticipation of Mom & Dad’s arrival.  Kirk just loves it when Dad comes to visit, and I’m sure Mom will find plenty to do around here without a list.  Today was shot day for both Kenton and Kendra.  Kenton’s wondering if school is worth it after all.  The girls are anxious for May 24th, the last day of school.  We hope summer vacation can be fun among all the chores that this mom plans to accomplish.  Kenton and Brent are looking forward to the Edelman Dads-and-Sons Memorial Day camp out with the rest of us joining them the next day for fun and games.  Congrats to Peter and Wendy, and best wishes to the graduates.  

Jim and Barb: Time for bed so that we can get up at 3:30 tomorrow morning and fly to Peoria!  Hope to see a good share of our Illinois relatives there

The weather here was so nice today, but makes us think of our summer irrigation duties.  Jim got new lawn planted so it needs to be sprinkled every little bit.  He put in underground sprinklers so that is pretty easy to do.

He has been busy in the berry fields either mowing between the blueberry rows or tilling between the other berry rows.  Not sure why they are different.  

Aaron left this morning for Gridley, Ks. to attend Stacies college graduation.  She had been in Oregon for about two months doing some "internship" and just before she went back home, she accepted a job in Salem and is supposed to start working on June 3.  Some fast adjustments for her and her family!! 

I was treated well for Mothers Day and the weather made it a specially nice day for all our family.  Melissa planned a picnic supper, and we got to use Glen's picnic area since they weren't going to be using it.  All my oregon family was there except Brian who was in Toyko, and we do make quite a bunch!  

Well, I really must retire.

Thanks, Michelle for all your labors up to this time!! 

ARLENE & BRIAN:  Garrett and Sydney both had Dr. checkups this week.  Garrett turned 4 last month and is having a great time riding his big bike!   He chose to eat his birthday dinner at Red Robin with his Carskadon grandparents and almost went under the table when all the servers came 

singing and clapping to him!  Sydney is 6 mo. and almost weighs 16 pounds.  She got her first two teeth a couple of weeks ago and is busy chewing and droolling again, so I'm sure the top two are not far behind!  After watching her "rock" on her hands and knees tonight, I know her mobility is just 

around the corner.  Tyler will be ready for a break from school.  It's tough to do homework on sunny afternoons.  His two top teeth are pretty loose and he's complaining that they hurt, so won't be long until they are hanging by a thread!  He is playing t-ball and doing real well.  His coach has started 

pitching to him and were all impressed at how athletic he is.  Brian flew home yesterday from a week in China and Japan and then had to leave this afternoon for a quick trip to Indianapolis.  After Memorial Day he will be in New York City for a show and is supposed to get a tour of Ground Zero.  

Last month we all spent 10 days in Maui with our friends and their family.  Our kids did great on the plane.  In fact, I think Sydney prefers the plane over the car!  We saw a lot of hump-back whales and a couple of sea turtles.   Most of our time was spent by the pool or in the ocean.  Now, back to 

reality, and getting ready for summer!  Thanks to mom, I have tomatoes and green peppers to plant in my garden, and three ivy geranium baskets.  I started some flower seeds indoors and they are ready to move outside too.

Harvey & Margaret: Greetings from Normal. Have a few minutes before bedtime so will try to

write a few notes since last month we were worried the editor had dropped us. Our big events the past month was Margaret going to Oregon for the wedding. She had a good time so thanks to all you folks out there for your hospitality. The other was Joe and Suzanne spending Joe's birthday with me while Mom was in Oregon and Suzanne treating us all to a steak dinner at Alexanders. And on Saturday night Grampa had the opportunity to babysit Eli. Course Rachael came over and gave him a bottle while I ate my supper which was appreciated Rach. Eli even had the decency to wait until about 15 minutes after Rachel left to mess his pants good. But we managed and we had a great evening together. This past Saturday we went to visit the Brian Walter family and they took us out for lunch. Then on Sunday (Mother's Day) Andrew took Mom out for dinner and invited Dad along. Thanks Andrew. Now we are looking forward to a visit from Kevin over Memorial Day weekend if all

goes as planned. Maybe we can convince Joe and Suzanne to come that weekend also. The new house is getting close to being done. He thought by May 30 he would be ready for his "check". Hopefully our current house will be sold.

We have an interested couple if everything works out relative to financing etc. Work is still going ok but we're hearing more and more about expense control. As of the end of first quarter we were on course to beat last year's 5 billion loss so I guess there is a reason for talk of controlling expenses and raising rates. We are also looking forward to seeing the Jim K's. Hope all works out. Congratulations to all you graduates!!

Lynn, Marilyn and Family


I was just lamenting to Marilyn this morning that Spring is going too fast...we always enjoy the grass fields and the different shades of green and so soon they lose that green color when the seed heads start to appear.  And gardening and flowers?...it seems like we just cleaned up the garden and flower beds and here we are planting.  We are learning to garden without Christopher...Kari used the post hole pounder to put in the steel posts for us to hold up the metal gates we use for our tomatoes and she has planted a row of dahlias the length of the garden with some annuals in front of them...need to cut down on the garden stuff so flowers are the replacement!  She has her hanging baskets all out of the greenhouse and the patio pots planted.  Jim W. and Jim K. snuck in one morning while we were gone and put up the fence for our peas...thanks guys.


Of course, our month centered around Christopher and Mary's wedding day.  It was a beautiful weekend filled with many emotions and memories.  We are thankful and happy for Christopher and Mary as we see them begin their life together in the way God established.  We never realized how good it feels to be surrounded by family and friends at such times.  The rehearsal dinner was really nice here at our house with my brother Bob, his wife Linda and their four girls and Melissa serving and preparing food (barbecued tenderloin steaks, carrots, tossed green salad, fruit kabobs (by Margaret and Barb, new potatoes, rolls and frozen ice cream dessert by Shirley.  Then Sunday after the reception, Chuck and Karen opened their home and they and Jim and Barb fed us and the Metz family along with Jim, Juanita and Margaret (lasagna supper).  A special thank you to Jim and Juanita and to Margaret for coming and sharing the weekend with us.  Christopher and Mary's address is: 323 Howell Prairie Road NE, Salem, Oregon 97301, tele #503-589-1620.  I don't think they have their e-mail set up yet.  They had a nice trip to Victoria, BC and the San Juan Islands for their honeymoon.


The Monday before the wedding Jim and Barb hosted the Walter clan at their house for a fish fry thanks to Jim and Juanita for bring the fish they caught at Westport, WA.  That fish was so good and to be able to eat in Jim's garage with the doors open and without coats on the 29th of April was almost unheard of in these parts.


Now Kathryn is pushing us to get Christopher's bedroom ready for her to move into.  She has some friends coming tonight to move Christopher's bed to the basement and to rip up the carpet.  We've told her she can't move in until the walls have been painted and the woodwork revarnished.  She's complaining that we need to go look for the carpeting and she'll take care of the rest.  So the work continues.


It was beautiful here on Mother's Day with temperatures in the upper 70's.  Our girls and Brenda Knobloch and Jen Kloter treated us to dinner here along with Christopher and Mary and Jen's folks, Eric and Sharon from Rockville.  It's pretty good to get older and sit back and let your kids treat you...they did a real good job.


Now Kimberly and Kathryn look forward to the end of school but not finals and we all hope to go to Curt and Elizabeth's wedding in Mansfield on August 4th, Lord willing.  Kari, Christopher and Mary have tickets to fly.  Can any of you come see us in June or July?


Thanks, Michelle, for all the time you have spent in getting this newsletter together and sent out.  We really have appreciated it.  Have a good month! 

Brian and Kristin: Life is getting very busy around the house these days.  Brian's business is filled with long days now that graduations are starting.  He's had a good year but can't wait for summer.  

Elijah had to babysit Grandpa Walter a couple Saturday nights ago while we went to the Tri-Valley HS fundraiser.  The drawing was for $6000 and we were the second name drawn.  Unfortunately, it was the last name drawn that won the $6000.  At least was had our fill of Famous Dave's BBQ.  Eli had a blast playing with his new buddy.  He had to sleep on Grandpa's tummy until he fell asleep (Grandpa that is).  It was hard to say good-bye the next morning.  Luckily Grandpa brought Grandma up this past Saturday for a visit.  We started sweet potatoes this week.  Can't get enough of them.

Work is getting tough for me.  I had to go to Boston this month overnight.  I enjoyed the night of sleep but missed my boys.  We are getting new living room furniture this week and hope to become a full-time mom after the bill is paid.  I'm excited about taking over the Walter Gazette.  

Otherwise, I had a very nice 1st Mother's Day.  Brian took his wife and Mother-in-law out for a nice dinner.  Eli gave me my gift about 5 weeks ago by starting to sleep 10 hours at night.  We're greatful for all the rain but wouldn't mind a sunny day every now and then.

Remember the new Walter Gazette address  WALTERGAZETTE@attbi.com or 427 S Roosevelt Ave., Arlington Heights, IL  60005.  Entries due by the 15th of the month.  Please feel free to submit pictures or funny stories with your families update.

Greetings from Lyle and Andrea. Sorry it has been so long since we have written. Life just seems to fly by for us. Andrea is teaching at Newberg High School and this keeps me very busy. We have been having our annual plant sale for the last couple of weeks and I am in charge of the greenhouse, so my Saturday's have been mostly taken up with this. Lyle helped for the first two Saturday's, but then had to work this past one. I am home sick today from school, not sure if I am just very exhausted or have some sort of flu bug. I am feeling better now, and am hoping it will pass without much trouble. Lyle and Nelson are busy preparing for our "busy time" and it will come faster than we think. It seems that harvest will be here sooner than we know it! I have to re-apply for my job at Newberg since it was opened mid-year, it closes on May 15th, and am hoping they will get interviews over quickly. There is so much planning and cleaning I would like to do, but don't want to do it if the program won't be mine. Hopefully by next month I will know more. Not much else is going on for us, am working on getting my flowers planted in the yard, but don't seem to have enough time in the day for it. Take care and congrats to Nora and Darren, looking forward to your new arrival! 

Pete, LaRae, & the J's -  Howdy!  We have a beautiful sunny spring day going on outside so I'm going to try and make this snappy.  Also have oatmeal bread and rolls still rising and needing to be baked.  That job always seems to takes longer than I plan for when I get started.  Oh well, Jenna is home today (short break from school before she starts summer classes) and said she would help with the mowing so that job will go twice as fast.  It's tricky getting all the mowing caught up between

rainy days... But not as tricky as getting all the corn and soybeans planted!   One of these days...

Trying to think of some exciting news here.  Nothing happening in the barnyard - but we do have news from the lake with the successful hatching at 2 goslings on Mother's Day.  We have to remind ourselves that Canadian geese can get to be a real nuisance around here.  However, for the past month we have watched the courtship and marriage of a pair of geese back at the lake.  Then momma laid eggs out on the raft in the Pete-made box for that purpose.  And that poor momma sat through cold, heat, wind, torrential rains - there were some days when she wouldn't even lift her head up to look at us and I thought she was dead!  Then, just when we started to figure the due date was past and it was all for not - We see two little heads sticking out of the nest on Mother's Day!

And now watching the family of 4  - cruising and playing - a reminder of the suffering before a joyous reward!

Looking forward to Oregon visitors and celebrating Mother's Day at Nanc & John's this Sunday.

Congratulations to newlyweds, newly engaged, new parents, newly expecting parents, and new graduates!

Glen and Shirley:  What a kind editor we have!  She said she’d wait for me. One more time, then someone else can!!

We’ve been home four weeks tomorrow and it seems so much going on (like everyone else says, too).  We’ve been busy planting garden and flowers.  Glen just planted 6 dozen pink and white petunias at the end of our drive, so you’ll be sure to recognize which house is ours when you come!!  We’ve also been getting acquainted with sweet little Bethany Lynn who has joined big brother James at Peter and Wendy’s on May 4th.

Matthew was home over the weekend and started on his project making a swing set for our grandchildren, as an anniversary present for us.  He is in charge of that this year and must have heard his Dad tell me—that’s what he wishes the kids would give us this year.  Last year they gave us an adult swing for our patio.

Glenda came home from work last Wednesday evening, thinking Dad must have been at her house and left in a hurry, leaving the back door wide open, but when she went inside and saw her spare bedroom window open, she immediately got other thoughts—the dresser drawer handle was broken off from a drawer that had been “stuck’. He couldn’t get it open either.  A piece of her luggage was on the livingroom floor with her tape player in it and she can’t find another piece of her luggage, so if he took it, wonder what he put in it?  She “knows’ he used her toilet.  That’s kind of “yucky”.  Thanks to sister Kay, who in sympathy came over the next day with Lysol water and scrubbed everything she thought could have come in contact, so Glenda is settled in again.  The deputy who came out when she reported it, is one she has dealt with from work--but even if he tries extra hard, there’s little he can do.  He’d just come from another break-in close by, he said.

All for now—we thank Michelle very, very much for the past “Gazette” and are very thankful for Brian and Kristens willingness to try to keep this going.  I for one, certainly appreciate each one’s contribution, helping me to know and keep in touch with our scattered family—and those close by.  Enjoy the summer!

John & Nancy: It's Tuesday evening and I just finished washing up the final plastic cups and coolers from our belated Mother's Day Potluck Sunday. Glad that Jim & Barb were here to help celebrate. I hope everyone enjoyed it as much as I did. Will have to invest in some little helmets for the 4-wheeler riders, I could watch them from the front room, at least on three sides of the yard. 
This week we are enjoying meals from Grandma's Kitchen, a birthday present from Margaret Steidinger. Last nights enchilada's didn't get a star, but tonight's swiss steak did. Thursday night we get ham & cheese croissants. It works better if John picks the meals up on HIS way home from work. This evening he left with a can of diesel fuel to burn off bean stubble. Lots of that going on. I have surveyed my frost damage. Glad I covered what I did last night, think I saved the rhubarb and some of my favorite flowers. Have a 30 inch day lily that has lots of buds that I'd like to see bloom. I have a Longenburger basket of bills to go thru once I get done with the news! Think the tomatoes were already history Saturday morning, and the beans are just popping thru so not sure about them. And, once again, my spinach crop is not coming up!! The peonies won't be blooming in time for Memorial Day. 

Andrew and John put the finishing touches on another flower bed so now we can watch it grow. Andrew has another part-time job, cleaning and re-stocking the bar that is next to Champion Fitness where he works for co-op. He cleaned Saturday afternoon and again at 2AM Sunday morning, then worked at Champion from 8AM til 2. He was ready for bed by 6:30pm Sunday eve! 

Kyle switched jobs. Started Monday at Donnelly's Printing in Pontiac. He works days for about a week and a half, then they will assign him his real shift. He wants 11PM to 7AM. Hope he can get his days and nights switched successfully. And then remember when it's night he needs to be sleeping, not fishing, hunting, etc!! He's excited about having a job where he believes he will be "promoted" if he shows up and does his job each day. Must have burned out on bagging beans and popcorn! 

We had a dinner at school for Andy's Co-op Program last week, and today John had a lunch for Jason Leman, for Prairie-Central's Co-op program. 
I volunteered John to stipple the ceilings in his Mom and Dad's upstairs bedrooms, so he kept busy doing that while it rained. The walls in one room needed a little work too, so now his mom will get to paint it. She's been refinishing the woodwork and has new carpet put down. Al Kupferschmid asked him to supervise two roofing jobs sometime this summer, so that will occupy some "spare"time. So far, Leman Builder's have been keeping busy,too. 

I met the new Administrator for Fairview Monday, Rick Plattner from Peoria, he's a minister there. I'm sure you will get month by month updates on how we are doing. Sam is still hard at work, it was fun to just download some files on a disc and hand it to him today, when he wanted some information and asked if he could help me on that project!! I'm glad Karen Steffen still shows up for work. She can't wait to clean out the office!! So far, I can keep her busy enough that we can't tackle that! She and Jenna will send out the resident's June bills next week. Jenna has the week off from school. I will need to be getting things ready for Andrews graduation. 
