WALTER GAZETTE          MARCH  2002

Ben and Michelle: Announcing a new editor to begin June 2002------Kristen/Brian Walter.  Also announcing, a new Wiegand baby to be born October 2002.

Darren & Nora: After a stormy last couple of days, it’s nice to look out this morning to no wind and lots of sunshine.  It’s still cold, but at least the snow is staying put.  Darren’s brother, Ethan, has been staying with us since since Dennis & Judy took the truck to Oregon, so I told him and Ashton they have to scoop snow when they get home from school.  Why does so much snow end up in front of the doors?  

The boys did fine staying home with Grandpa & Grandma Fehr while we took our turn in Prescott last month.  Lincoln was the only one who acted like we were something special when we came home.  The other two tried to hide from us so they could play longer.  We sure had fun getting away for a couple of days and meeting up with Mom & Dad.  I’m glad we could see the Grand Canyon, too, since we probably won’t be in that area very often.  

We stopped to see Grandpa & Betty last night.  They didn’t make it to church yesterday, I think because of the weather, but he sure looked good—better than he has.  He has been diagnosed with leukemia, but isn’t doing any heavy therapy yet.  

All in all, we’re doing fine.  Definitely ready to get outside even if it has been a mild winter.  But there’s a lot of work that comes with summer, so I’m not pushing it too hard.  Looking at my canned goods, I’m going to need a good sized garden this summer.  Good thing my help is growing up.  

Glen and Shirley: Our big news for this month is a new baby granddaughter Terese Lillie. (Lillie after her grandma Kaeb, Adeline Lillie) Another beautiful baby. Little Joanna Rae has become a plump little doll who started out so tiny. Paula was so right when she predicted she and Lisa would exchange "due months".  Paula came March and Lisa February and it was suppose to be the opposite, but all seem healthy and happy- so we are very thankful. Sharon told us we can look for another after Peter and Wendy in April, so grandma hopes to enjoy babies the rest of the year. 


We are hoping to host a "Walter" shower for Christopher on March 22nd at the Pratum school gym.  Should be over 80 if everyone comes.  Wish we could have it in our home but.......


Glen has seedlings--peppers and tomatoes growing in our window.  Isn't it wonderful how we are ready to plant garden when spring rolls around?!  Sure having spring weather--sunshine and showers.


Some of our boys decided to try to make less yard work for Dad--talked him into removing all the shrubs across the drive, except one huge rhododendron that he refused to give up.  Looks nice and open now.  They also took out a couple filbert trees.  Want to plant grass.  Glen bought 5 white birch trees to plant along the drive.  We like it so far.


Matthew tells us he's going to Sunriver for a few days after finals next week as part of spring break.  He did a lot of the manual labor in this landscaping project, so he's earned a vacation.  I think it was Douglas and Peter who planted the ideas.


Glenda is a busy auntie.  She loves to keep Patricia overnight since Paula had Terese.  Drops her off at Grandma and Grandpa's on her way to work.  Beginning Thursday she's to stay nights at David's with Darren and Kevin, while David and Molly are in Florida for about 6 days (business).  She'll drop them off somewhere on her way to work--Grandma's, Aunt Kay's or Aunt Sharon's.  Hope she never wears out!


Glen's wood project at the moment is a toy box for Paula.  For years he insisted Paula's carpenter husband could do a better job but since Paula's still waiting he's giving it a try.  He's continuing with his exercises hoping for a good report when he goes back to the doctor next week.  His shoulder does seem a lot better.


Hope to see the Illinoisans in April...tickets are April 9th to 23rd. 

Lynn, Marilyn and Family, Greetings!  How did the March newsletter deadline come upon us so quickly?  After having 10 days or more of beautiful spring weather we are back into March's blustery weather of wind, showers and sun breaks.  A couple Saturdays back I was out with the kids as they were working in the yard and I even got sunburned!  


The big news of the month, of course, from this household was Christopher and Mary Metz's engagement.  We are happy for them even though we will miss Christopher immensely here at home.  All you Moms and Dads know the feeling.  Their plans are moving along for a May 5th wedding, Lord willing.  We welcome guests!


So Christopher's announcement got us going on our bathroom project.  We have some tile purchased and are waiting for a tile setter to come tomorrow night to look at the job.  Then the girls can begin the painting or whatever they plan to do with the walls.


While Marilyn and Kari are spending a few days in Illinois, March 26 to April 2, Kimberly will be going with the Single Group to San Diego for a long weekend.  Kathryn will be working at the doctor's office during spring break so looks like Christopher, Kathryn and I will be staying pretty close to home.  I'm hoping Marilyn and I can find a baby quilt top tomorrow so that she can put it in the frames for me to quilt while she is gone.  We want to donate it to the Mennonite World Relief sale in the Fall.


Welcome to the new babies!  We are thankful Terese and Joanna arrived healthy.

Hello from the Kirk Edelman's.  My three are napping and the bus is due home soon.  Better get a few last things done, or am I just unorganized--maybe the rest of you moms can accomplish projects after school's out.  I have calzone started for supper.  Trevor (Karl's) has been staying with us while his folks are on a 10th anniversary trip.  It makes for an extra active after school ritual.  We are taking our turns being sick at this house.  Courtney feels doomed, but has stayed away from it so far.  Those warm, sunny days will feel wonderful.  We are making plans for a motel stay and swim time over spring break, then--how does one make cleaning out cupboards sound exciting?  Courtney & Brianne's Easter dresses are hanging in their closets.  Now I have an eating area valance on the go.  The boys can do pretty good while I sew, and we just cross our fingers that Kendra takes a three hour nap.  Tonights project is setting up Kendra's big crib.  She's due for shots this week--yuck!!  She still has all her hair and is a good baby.  The kids enjoyed our "snow mountains"--great for making tunnels and sled ramps.  Thanks for your visit, David.  You got a pretty true picture of life at the Edelman's.  Congrats to Gary and Paula and welcome Terese.  Happy Easter everyone.  

Pete, LaRae and the J's - Happy Spring!!!  I went to the Flower Show at Navy Pier in Chicago with my mom and other girls yesterday, so now I'm really in the mood for flower gardens and warm weather (as always)!  I got a sneak peak of spring in Feb. with a quick trip to Disney in FL with my friend, Sylvia Feese - we both love the flowers and the fun! Pete just returned home late last night from a 3-day work trip to Liberty, Kentucky.  Eldon Waibel, Lloyd Honegger, and several other guys

from the area went to work on a building at the Galilean Children's Home which is a home for handicapped children.  Pete said it was a very worthwhile and interesting trip.  We hope to hear more of his stories about it at meal time.

Jenna is having fun at school these days working in the Parkland Dental Clinic on a variety of patients.  I was her first patient a couple months ago.  I survived, so Laurie Edelman decided to take a chance and be her second one!  Actually, I was amazed at what a fine job she did with such little experience - so I would highly recommend her to anyone who wouldn't mind spending $10 and 3 hours for a great (and fun?) teeth cleaning and thorough dental exam!

Jared is doing Dairy Judging for FFA again this year.  Also was busy preparing and performing in the Jazz Band Show at the High School last weekend.

Jordan is also involved in the Jazz Band and spends several hours every night working on homework for hard classes this semester. We are looking forward to family visitors this spring and

Congratulations to Chris & Mary!!

Warren & Cindy:  The girls and I have returned from our getaway at Walt Disney World in Florida!  We had a nice time, but we need to go back again to absorb a little more of the parks!!  The weather was cool while we were in Florida, so we didn't come back with great tans!!    We miss being with Lisa and A.Barb Edelman, they put a lot of perks in our everyday life....

We have had a healthy winter except for the last few weeks. We've all had colds, I'm just getting mine now. Warren is left with the famous hacking cough and I think that is getting better, or maybe I just haven't been around him enough!!     We celebrated his 46th birthday this week.  That's getting awfully close        to 50!!  

Nothing much else to report about.  We continue to go to school, go to work, feed the cows and pigs, listen to the coyotes howl at night, rooster crow in the morning

Chuck & Karen: Just realized that it is time again for the family news and since we have some news today, I thought I would try to get a letter off.  

    Katrina called this morning and they have a new little son, Jacob Charles Knobloch, weighing in at 8 pounds and 6 ounces and is 20 inches long.  Has lots of blond hair and so she said he will probably be bald soon.  She also said he will probably catch up with Jesse soon.  He is 16 months old and weighs about 25 lbs., so since starting out at 3 lbs. 15 oz., he is a healthy little boy.  I hope to get a ticket soon and go out there around the first of April.

    Chuck is working outside spraying, but not sure if this is a good day for that.  It is sun shining right now; has snowed, hailed and rained today also.  That is pretty typical of spring.  He has been very busy at work and has had Jerome Gehring hauling lots of fertilizer into the warehouse.  As soon as this weather breaks, he will get a good workout again.  He sure seems tired in the evening though and he seems to be getting more content to stay home and relax ( zzzzzzzzing) in his chair.  Oh, well, the joys of being grandparents.  

    What a blessing for Christopher and Mary to plan a wedding.  We were at Lynn and Marilyns last night and they were in the kitchen making plans.  One by one these young men and ladies are setting up their own homes, hardly seems possible.  

    Craig and Kristi bought property in West Salem in a development that she had already built 2 houses during her sophomore and junior years in college.  They think they have their permit almost ready and are going to start building a home.  Kristi's dad has the inside track on a lot of deals as he is a developer and has his own wood business, so they will get a 'good' deal on all their finish wood.  They are going through a well known real estate developer in Salem that has been in business a long time.  They have been looking at a fixer-upper for some time and just can't find anything that is worth putting more money in with the prices they are asking.  So anyhow, that is what is happening with them right now and Craig is working a lot and taking classes at Chemeketa.  Their wedding date is June 29 at the beach and reception back in Silverton at the Oregon Garden.   

    Kara is almost ready for spring break and not sure what we will do.  She has been working three afternoons a week at JB Sod.  Also getting set for those last couple of months before graduation.  It sure is going fast.  

    Curt just got back from a trip to Dallas, Texas for work.  He flew back on Saturday, then rented a car and drove 4 1/2 hours south to the church at San Marcos.  Drove back on Sunday and then worked all week, and flew home on Friday.  Said it sure was flat country.  Now he is working on Christophers wedding and there will be several showers.  The Walter one is the 22nd at Pratum school.   

    Don't know much more.  Hope this finds everyone reasonably well.  Thanks to all that made our trip to Illinois so enjoyable in February.  I am very late with my thank yous, did you notice.   

Nancy & John: While I'm waiting to finish up supper, I'll send our news. We're taking supper into Mom's and Duane & Marlene are meeting us there. I saved the page from the calendar thinking it would help me remember, but all it helps me with is a haircut, tax appointment, chaperoning movie night in Saunemin, and going to the Edelman's to celebrate Lori & Warren's birthdays. We'll have to show Kari the goofy new "trick" we learned that night! 

John's had a little time off from work. Got to go to John Schaffer's sale this week. Since Little Walt was on springbreak this week, he and John started painting our garage(on the inside). Andrew couldn't figure out why I would want to rent the Saunemin Community Center for his graduation party when we have a garage and machine shed to entertain in, so I guess that's the reason for the garage project. He leaves for California Wednesday, with a friend, should be a fun experience for him. He also mentioned meeting with a Marine recruiter this week about a training program for firefighting they offer, with six years of service. Of course we had to bring up bin Laden and he was ready to tackle him too! Maybe that will make living in Champaign, going to Parkland seen pretty good! 

Kyle is groaning about planting season and getting soybeans ready for all the farmers and I'm sure when we set the clocks ahead, he'll enjoy an extra hour of daylight in the evenings to get in some fishing. I think all of his hunting equipment is getting moved around in the garage as John paints and puts up shelving. 

We had an operational audit at Fairview last week. The CPA spend her entire day with me and I've seen the preliminary report and the final report gets presented to the board at the next meeting, so we'll wait to see what they recommend for us(me)! 

Looking forward to Oregon company in another week and seeing whoever can make it at Easter. 

Jim and Barb:

     We are having a blustery March morning!  I hung jeans out on the line, thinking maybe they will blow out some before we get more showers.  The week-end was different, with hail and snow showers.  If had been just a little colder, it could have been serious!

     Melissa and Clinton are on different schedules this week with school finals.  I am sure they will be ready for their spring break next week.  

     Aaron got himself a different vehicle to drive.  A 98' Toyota SUV--While in color.  He had a 10 day business trip to Southern California, Arizona, Utah, Idaho, and maybe more, with another work partner.  It was let down to come home to our cold rains, but I reminded him that summers there would be "awful"

     Jim and I enjoyed our week-end in Prescott and hit a really nice day at the Grand Canyon.  We covered a big area in Arizona and visited many snowbirds!  One of my memories is of "Tonto National Forest"---not a tree in sight , all cactus!!

     I plan to have Mary's (Christopher) shower here on April 6th so it is giving me a boost in getting some housecleaning done!!

     Jim has some shop projects going for rainy days, and works on cleaning up fence rows and making wood on nicer days.  One of his projects was making two new wooden lawn chairs for Koreen out of old lumber that was around here.  Koreen had brought two chairs here to see if they were worth repairing so he took the pattern from them.  

     I have 4 different kinds of peppers growing in the house, and also begonias from bulbs.  I will be anxious for it to be warm enough to put them in the greenhouse.

I should be working in the greenhouse and making up hanging geranium baskets with the cuttings that rooted and survived over the winter.

     We plan to attend the annual Victor Point Chili Feed this Thursday evening.  It has changed a lot since "our days" but there's enough family and oldtimers attend to make it comfortable.

     Clinton is going to study at home today and go back to school later in the day.  He has been looking over my shoulder and "chattering"(does anyone remember how Donnie was when he was little??)  Now I have told him, for some reason or other, I have totally lost my train of thought, in writing this letter!!   

     Last week end the boys had a steer that broke its leg, apparently on a floor that was too clean, so it was made into hamburger a few months earlier than was planned.  I think my freezer will fill up with beef as no one else needs it right now.  

     Koreen and Arlene made our families Easter plans, telling me what to fix and having it at our house!!  Really takes a lot of the labors from me, by finding out who can come and telling them what to bring.

     We wish you all a Blessed Easter! 

Jim and Juanita----It sure would be easy to say "there's nothing new here", but we were quite busy for a while.  We enjoyed very nice weather in Florida for two weeks, then were home for two weeks before we went to Maui for a week. We had a beautiful week in Maui.  We stayed in a very nice ground-floor time-share in Kihei. We saw many hump-back whales on our whale watching expedition. The foliage along the road to Hana is just as pretty as it was 22 years ago.  

Now we're eagerly looking forward to going to London-Paris with Ben and Michelle and family.  Ben is planning a side trip for himself and Jim to visit the Willigs at Wissombourg.  We've had correspondence with them and they sound happy to have us come, and want to

show us around.  They want to show us the "old Schaffer place" in Voellerdingen.  Ben and Jim want to visit the "Froehlich grave" in Strassbourg (the train from Paris should take us to Strassbourg.  So, Lord willing, we are looking forward to a very busy week.

We (Jim/Juanita) have been walking, exercising, lifting the weights, doing the back-bends, etc.,

hoping that we can keep up with the younger pace.  

Our sincerest and excited congratulations to Christopher on his good news!!  We're wondering if

Kari got our "scribblings" to add to her compilation of memorabilia?  Our Love, Greetings, and Best wishes to all!

