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WALTER GAZETTE
March  2003

Kirk and Myra

It looks like that long awaited Spring is just around the corner.  The kids are digging out short sleeve shirts and lightweight jackets.  Brent and Kendra are busy with playdough this morning.  Brent has everything under control.  “Don’t eat that!”  “Get off the table!”  “Mom!”  The school kids are ready for Spring Break and telling me there’s only 2 months left of school.  Wow!  I get to go on a Bodywalk field trip with Courtney & Mrs. Walter next week.  Brianne’s busy reading and talking Accelerated reader tests.  Kenton talks about bowling in P.E.  Kirk has my wash machine back in operation again so there’s no question what I do today.  Nothing new or different at Rieger Motors.  We have tickets for Oregon June 7 – 21.  Can’t wait!  Congras to the proud parents and Bride & Groom!  Happy Spring.

Glen and Shirley
March Newsletter Time.  Now, if I just felt more newsy, after not writing last month.  Glen and I were relaxing at Grandma Walter’s for two weeks.  A very nice vacation.  Seems the Walter siblings had the “travel bug” the past 

month.  Are Harvey and Margaret the last ones to get back home again?  Hope everyone is happily settled in, at home again, as we are, but we truly enjoyed our time in Illinois.  The snow added the extra touch of “excitement.”  We thank each one of you who took the time to come to Grandma’s to keep us company and for all the little extras you contributed.  Glen’s gradually getting “garden fever.”  Today he palnted his little tomatoes, cabbage and pepper seeds.  If you remember in last month’s “Gazette” Barb’s little plants were growing already and her geraniums looking good.  Well – does anyone remember “Shirley was usually a little behind.”  That hasn’t changed!!  We got a little home improvement project done last week, with Kay’s help.  Our upstairs hall and stairway got a fresh coat of white paint.  Badly needed.  It sort of hurt me to paint over the names, by the steps (on the base board) of each one who had their clean clothes all ready to pick up and take upstairs with them to put in their drawers.  Six steps had a name by them.  Should have been a great way to get laundry put away – but – I remember one excuse “It’s easier to find when it’s not put away.”  And now the wives of those same boys are finding their own solutions.  It goes so fast – and I do miss our little guys! (and girls!)  David is in Chicago this weekend.  I hope his plans work out to say hello to Brian and Darren (who is at the same convention).  Matthew has a real busy week at college this week preparing for end of this term.  Next week are finals.  Saturday he went with Peter when he took 2 year old James fishing.  James came home with a “big fish.”  He was beaming.  He had help catching it.  Our family has been enjoying the “paddle boat” from Glenda.  Anyone brave enough to try it??  I’m not, yet.  I’m looking forward to “breakfast out” in the morning with my sisters and cousins Gloria and Sharon.  Gloria has her 65th birthday.  We girls have a little tradition of “breakfast out” when Gloria has a birthday.  Next week Glen and I hope to take a drive to the beach taking U. Ivan and A. Kathryn out for lunch and spend the day watching the waves for awhile.  We love to do that and will gladly reserve a day for anyone who will give us the privilege of their company.  Let us know.  Time to make some potato soup for husband who is still out mowing lawn at 5:30 p.m.  I want to get the soup on the table before he hits the recliner.  Everyone enjoy the fresh new Spring.

Gary and Paula
Happy Spring!  Everything always started looking more cheerful to me once we hit March – maybe because my birthday was right around the corner!  Now they almost come too soon, but it’s still great to see all the signs of Spring around.  I need to be gearing up for all kinds of exciting jobs and entertainment as Spring Break approaches.  Especially as we have 2 extra days – budget shortfalls, of course.  So far all I’ve thought of is let’s get some spring cleaning done – poor kids!  Gary’s going to miss being on the Metzger’s job with all the good treats included.  Guess I’ll have to start paying more attention to his lunch again.  Seems like our past month has been pretty typical and not a lot of excitement goin on – unless you get excited about laundry, dishes, cleaning, laundry, dishes, cleaning with a dash of taking care of children thrown in.  It has its special moments, though!

Darren & Nora 

It looks like our 60 degree day is really going to happen! For a while this morning it was overcast and I wasn't sure we were going to make it. Have duct cleaners coming in a little bit. I'm not sure if I'll go or stay once they get going. Rachel's about done with a long morning nap, so it would be a good morning to be out and about. Darren enjoyed a couple of days in Chicago this week for a baking conference. He was able to meet David for supper on Monday night. It's so funny to hear CountryMaid talk about David Kuenzi this and David Kuenzi that. It's just David! Darren likes the contact he has with him. We want to go to Winthrup for a wedding on Sunday. Was planning to leave the boys with Darren's folks, but now his brother had a baby girl yesterday (yep, boys 8, girls 2, we're gaining), so I wonder if they'll be wrapped up in that. Otherwise there just isn't much new around here. We're glad for spring, and looking forward to summer. 

John and Karmin

"We Got a Girl!!" ---Trevor's way of announcing the arrival of his little sister, Jayma Lee, born on March 2. She weighed in at 8 lbs. 6 oz, and 20 1/2 inches long. It's hard to believe she's already almost 2 weeks old. We seem to be getting along just fine, although it is an adjustment for everyone. I don't think Carson has adjusted yet, but we're working on it. For some reason he thinks he has to wake up during the night now also. The first night I was home he sat by me on the couch, and had to just keep touching me. Guess he thought I may disappear again. Now to get him back on track... Shayna was very excited to get a sister, and I think we were all surprised. For some reason we were all thinking boy. I am hoping to finally be a stay-at-home mom. I told the dentist I would maybe help out some in a pinch, but for now I need to be at home. Hopefully it'll work out. John hasn't been too busy at the shop this last couple of months, so has been home earlier to help(?) me. I'm sure their "busy season" will be starting soon. Then we never know when he'll make it home at night. We're sure looking forward to A. Kara and Katie coming to visit next week. The kids have been asking now for weeks when it'll be. Well, better run, duty (Jayma) calls.... 

Lynn, Marilyn and Girls 

Today's the due date for our contribution to the Walter Gazette...it's Saturday and Kari and Lynn went to a "barn sale" in Silverton and then came home and fixed breakfast. We all sat at the table visiting until about 11. Kimberly headed out to mow the lawn and Kari and Lynn went out to prune the roses and about the time they got outside a rain storm came. It drove everyone inside but now the sun is back out so hopefully they can all get back out and finish the jobs. We've enjoyed the past two months watching spring arrive...things are beautiful around the Willamette Valley now with the flowering trees and spring flowers. We went on a two day trip to the northern Oregon cost with Jim and Joan Dietrich recently and hit a beautiful day. We stopped at the Tillamook Cheese Factory and watched them package cheese (since Jim is an engineer, he was fascinated with the mechanics and electronics of the processing and packaging line. Of course, we had to have some good Tillamook ice cream and some curds. On our trip home on Saturday we saw a herd of approximately 28 elk. The month also had its stressful and funny times. The stressful...Marilyn went to clean the doctor's office one Thursday evening and when she was finished she called on her cell phone to tell us that she was getting ready to leave and wanted to keep the phone on as she left the office and walked to her car (the parking lot is dark and rather secluded). She visited with us as she was walking to the car and then she was driving away when she suddenly wondered if she had locked the door as she went out the office so she said she was going back to check the door. We heard her get out of her car and then all of a sudden the phone went dead! We tried to call her and got the busy signal. Of course, we could imagine her getting hit over the head by someone who wanted in the doctor's office to get drugs...all kinds of things come to a person's mind! We were ready to send Kari in to Silverton to check on her when she called back that she was OK and that the cell phone wasn't working right. Needless to say, we are getting a new cell phone! The funny times...One noon Marilyn, Lynn and Kathryn were finishing up our lunch and we were having some bars. Lynn was thoroughly enjoying his bar but complained that it tasted like ladybugs smell (we are inundated with them in our house right now). Kathryn started to laugh and said she saw a ladybug on the bar he was eating! Yep, he ate a ladybug! The girls are keeping up with their usual schedules. Kimberly registered for her final term of college. Kathryn has a new part time job at a physical therapy office in Silverton. She really enjoys the work. She's looking forward to June and high school graduation. Elmer Bolliger was quite excited to hear that one of our nieces bought the home he built in Fairbury in 1938 for $10,000. He hopes you'll take some pictures in and out and send them to us, Lori and Chad, so he can see how it looks today. He said he built a BBQ area in the backyard and wonders if it is still there. He also said that he drove a nail in the wall of the basement, somewhere, that has a '38 on it???? Our thoughts sure were in Fairbury on the 23rd. Jamie and Adam, we sure hope you'll come to Silverton soon and see us all. Now Nathan is next, then Aaron and Jenna. Marilyn is helping with a shower here at our house this Tuesday for Aaron and Stacy. We enjoyed Duane and Karen Farney last weekend and then being with them at Jim and Barb's Monday night for supper. Our grandmother Kuenzi was born in Croghan, NY and we have a few pictures of her childhood home and the area that were taken in 1929. We shared them with Duane and Karen and they recognized many of the pictures. Her childhood home is still standing, they said. Also had a postcard from Jacob Farney written to our grandpa Kuenzi...Jacob Farney was Duane's great grandfather! I think some of us Kuenzis need to make a pilgrimage to Croghan next fall. Stay well everyone! 

Chris and Mary

I suppose it’s about time for us to contribute to the Gazzette!  We had a wonderful trip to Illinois for a long weekend a few weeks ago.  It was very nice to get reaquainted with all the Walter’s and for Mary to meet everyone.  Thanks for all that everyone did for us, especially Grandma for letting us stay at her house.  Chris also enjoyed getting to meet a lot of Mary’s family that he had not met before.  For we Oregonians it was a chance to feel what winter really is!  We were crazy enough to have a “sleepover” last night with 5 little guests.  The last of them just left and boy is this house really quiet now!  It was fun but we exchanged looks and raised eyebrows several times during the whole thing.  Is it possible to have 5 kids under 6 years old??!!  We are enjoying living in Benny’s house and being out in the country.  We know that may change when we buy our own house.  We even get to experience a little bit of wildlife now and again.  Our “fowl” neighbors across the road (they really seem very nice) have 3 large turkeys, 1 goose, and about 15 guinea hens.  There is generally a migration each weekend morning about 8:30 across the road to our yard.  We kind of enjoy them except one turkey thinks the back patio is his domain and likes to leave lots of proof behind!  Chris had a fun experience at the mailbox the other day.  He walked out to mail a letter and the goose decided to defend the mailbox and attacked.  It was an air attack!  Mary laughed from her view out the living room window as Chris performed evasive manuevers in the middle of Howell Prairie Rd!  Good thing no cars were passing through at the time.  The weeks do seem to fly by and we both continue to work and stay plenty busy!  We sure are looking forward to spring and some warmer, sunnier weather.  

Pete, LaRae, and the J's 

Happy Spring!! Hope everyone has all of their winter projects completed and are anxiously awaiting spring to bring about more projects!! I have thought for the last several years how many places out in our yard could use a complete spring overhaul - but from a look of the calendar already - probably will slide by another year! We are getting back into the groove of Illinois after getting home from Hawaii last week. Was a shock to the mind and body to face reality, snow & cold, after a couple of weeks of fun & sun. Highlights include the beautiful and inspiring wedding of Greg Knapp and Erica with a picture perfect setting & weather to match. Pete and I tried not to leave too many lava rocks uncovered the rest of our time there - with thoughts of this being a once-in-a-lifetime vacation. Everyday was a new adventure, island-hopping by plane (large & small) - we got to explore 4 of the islands. We were fascinated with a helicopter ride over and a hike to the fresh lava flow of the active volcano on the "Big Island." The mule ride down (and back up again) a steep sea cliff to the isolated leper colony on the island of Molokai was an awesome experience - met a lot of interesting people with lots of great history. Immensely enjoyed the trip to the top of the Haleakala Crater to watch the sun rise with the clouds below - then bike ride (coast) 36 miles back down the mountain with lots of curves and beautiful, diverse scenery all the way. The drive on The Road to Hana was made fun in a Firebird Convertible with the top down and a CD explaining the scenery and places to stop that we borrowed for Jim & Diane. I thought the best part of that day was when we continued on around the "forbidden" part of the road instead of having to back-track home - that's where we found a totally peaceful, unspoiled coastline drive and the "secret" that the road isn't in that bad of shape- just remote (o.k.- maybe there were cows on the dirt road in one spot - a good reason to take it slow)! I was thrilled with the number of times I got to snorkel and twice found a couple of endangered green sea turtles to swim with. Whale watching season was in full-swing and our boat got next to a pod of 4 humpback whales with males fighting over a female - so we had a lot of action to watch - and we were glad we were in a big boat when two came down in the water at the same time causing quite a wake - then one swam right under our boat - I was literally squealing with delight! We took lots of pictures - just ask John & Nancy! Well, I could talk for hours about the fun things to do, the awesome scenery & great weather... but better stop for now! Only one bad thing about our trip was missing Jami & Adam's Wedding - heard is was lovely and all went well! Looking forward to being together next weekend for Nathan & Justine's - then hoping to be able to go to Aaron & Stacie's in May!! Jenna & I are back at our plans too - so far, going good. Bye for now... 

Grandma 

Always willing to catch a ride to Peoria with anyone going that way to see Edna. Her birthday is March 26th, thought it might be kind of fun if everyone who wanted to would send her a birthday card with a dollar bill tucked in it. She's in a nursing home, but her cards could go to Morton, 305 Beverley Ave., Morton, IL 61550. Have had it in the back the last couple of days, must have been a combination of crochetting and springcleaning the china cabinet. On some of these last nice days, have gotten outside and gone for a walk. Lisa took me with her to Jami & Adam's rehearsal dinner, so got to meet some of his family. Sat with his Grandma for awhile at the reception and figured out we knew a lot of the same old people. Stop by for a visit. 

John & Nancy

Enjoying a spring day, noticed some green in the flower beds and also the wheat fields. Haven't seen a robin, but could hear her. Enjoyed Jami & Adam's wedding and reception. John kept busy making punch, was disappointed there was no food coloring to put in it. He entertained the guys one evening with supper in Odell while the girls had a personal shower here for Jami. Enjoyed having Chris & Mary and Melissa here. We managed a Saturday morning breakfast and a supper at Marchelloni's after Jami's reception. Now we get to look forward to Nathan & Justine's wedding and reception. Cindy, Abby, & I had to make two shopping trips to make up for the one that was snowed out! Abby had us "power shopping" Saturday afternoon and evening, when the mall closed, we went to Kohls, and when Kohl's closed she reminded us that Walmart was open 24 hours, but Cindy & I thought 10PM was late enough for us. Heidi wasn't ready to go with us on this last trip, even though she needed shoes, told her Mom just to buy her a pair, size 8, and she would spend the afternoon with Shelby. Don & Shelby came up this afternoon for a while, they were supposed to bring me a crate of cats, but the one they caught and crated turned into a furrball tornado and managed to pop open the lid and escape. So they just came up and rode the 4 wheeler and hiked along the creek. We went to Watseka Friday night to watch Sarah Schaffer perform in a "show choir" invitational. The show choir bleachers are the same hard as basketball, football, & baseball bleachers. Kathy was along as a chaperone, she was the seamstress for a lot of the costumes and Wanda came over from Lexington. Sarah's group got 2nd, she was pleased, her comment was that it was hard to win anything in Illinois and I told her it was because Illinois wants only the best!! Friday night we have tickets for the P-C Jazz concert & dinner, whoops, can't remember if it's Jared or Jordan who performs!! This evening we are taking pizza to Mary & Denny Leach's, John's sister. Denny was diagnosed with Non-Hodgins lymphoma about a month ago and has been taking chemo. The doctor's are pleased with the results and it appears that it may have been detected early enough to "cure". They have two blond headed grade school boys that are miniature "Kyles". Ernie is still keeping John busy, finishing up some projects and doing some small new one's. We ordered two new garage doors for here. Had to order white, and will see about painting them black. They said we could and would send instructions. Think John is hoping that one of the neighbors that paints tractors will be able to do the doors. We were heating too much of the outdoors with our old doors, as they were starting to fall apart. Kyle was out yesterday and borrowed the 4-wheeler to get deer stands out of the timber. I imagine one of these days we will start hearing fish stories. Mike was in need of a vehicle, so he is now driving Kyle's old pick up. Hope it lasts a while for him. Andrew is supposed to be coming for supper this next Thursday befor he leaves with his Uncle Chuck, Aunt Lisa, and cousin Will(about 10) for Florida, for Spring Break. If he likes chicken wings, think we will go to the Dwight Country Club for supper, they have an all you can eat special that night. He talked to John last night and was disappointed that one of his Saturday firefighting classes got cancelled, think it was the one for "extracation" (whoops, John couldn't remember the word) My two Grandma's at Fairview are keeping me in line. We all have plenty of work, Jenna bailed us out one afternoon this week and did the Walmart shopping task for us, lotion, powder, Efferdent, toothpaste, Depends. Rachel is going to bail us out and a be a C.N.A. every other week-end since she's living back in Forrest. She will probably get asked to bail more than that!! This next week our department gets to host a luncheon honoring the Social Services Department. We are fixing Volcano's and Haystacks, probably for about 25 people. The guy that sells vision aids demonstrated for Mom again, but she didn't think it helped enough, still manages with a magnifying glass. He did suggest getting different light bulbs, a new type, K-mart has them, I bought one for me today, called "Reveal". So I will need to do a light bulb inventory at Mom's and see what kinds she needs. 

Arlene & Brian 

The kids and I are spending a Sunday afternoon playing outside, hanging out in the garage during the rain showers. Brian left for Japan this am. We are settling into our new house comfortably. We finished painting our kitchen and family room yesterday and are looking forward to forgetting about the project list for a couple of weeks. Our new address is 31401 SW Olympic Dr. Wilsonville, OR 97070. The kids spring break is next week and we plan to spend a couple of days sledding, tubing and making snow angels at Mt. Hood! Happy Spring!! 

Harvey and Margaret

Greetings from Bloomington. It's Sunday afternoon, March 16 and I have a few minutes so will see if we can get this to the editor in time. This month our activity was our trip to Texas. We flew to Dallas Friday night Feb 28 and spent Friday and Saturday night with Kevin. Then Sunday we got up at 4:30 and drove to church at San Marcos. Was surprised to see the Gary Brown's and Wayne Honeggers there. Sunday night we spent with Margaret’s cousin in San Antonio. Then on Monday we drove to Zapota. We had a trailer home rented while there. Pretty nice-down the street from Ron and Loida's although they had already left when we got there. The weather was nice. Brought back a few grapefruit and oranges and some drugs (medical) from Mexico. Then on Thursday the 14th we drove back to Dallas and spent Thursday night and Friday at Kevin’s again. On Saturday morning Kevin took us to the airport and we got home about 4:00 Saturday afternoon without our luggage-but it came in later on Saturday night. So it was a nice vacation, got to get reacquainted with a lot of nice folks in Zapota and Margaret's arthiritis and asthma seemed to disappear while there. So, may have to consider a move! Was good to spend time with Kev and see where he lives.  Nice condo although we didn't have our swimsuits so didn't get to use the pool. Now looking forward to Nathans wedding. Well out of news so guess will close. Plan on taking Mom a few grapefruits this evening. 

Jim and Juanita

We have had a busy couple of months. Went to Arizona's the first half of February, then came home a got ready for Jami's wedding. It was a beautiful wedding and reception. They said their honeymoon in Rievera Maya was great. They got home on Monday P.M. and packed up Tuesday and we took off Wed for PA . Got them moved in on Thursday and had a Philadelphia reception on Saturday. Jim and I come home on Tuesday. Now we are trying to get caught up. Now we need to get the rest of Jami's things from her house. The closing is March 28 and she doesn't have to come back to Illinois. Her lawyer can take care of everything. We are looking forward to this Saturday for Nathan and Justine's wedding. Plan to stay up overnight and go to our Chicago church Sunday. Hope the weather is as nice as it is today. 

Joe and Suzanne

Suzanne threw things off this month - usually I know the newsletter is due because she's "conveniently" out of town, but her trip got cancelled this month. Her parents were in town twice - on the way to and from Florida. Seems like they're already enjoying retirement, even though it's not official yet. Suzanne is taking her GMAT tomorrow - doesn't think she's really ready, but I think she'll do just fine. She's still doing well at school, but sometimes wonders if she's trying to do too much. (It probably all evens out since I don't do enough!) Softball started this month for everyone but me. I thought I'd miss playing, but it's actually a lot of fun heckling the players from the dugout. My rehab & physical therapy is still progressing, though some days it's tough getting out of bed. Of course, I think I had that problem pre-injury. We're planning a trip to Texas in May to see a couple baseball games - uh, I mean visit with Kevin. And take him his mail. Somehow between the moves with Kevin and Andrew, we now get all of their mail. It's amazing how much credit card debt we've been able run up in their names so far. Rumor has it that Christopher and Mary will be in town next month, so we're hoping to see them, if only for a short while. 

Adam and Jami

Hello from the Luginbuhls. Jami is home this week making changes to the apartment. Last week she helped Ben by working at a Consumer Learning Center doing skin moisture samples. It was closer to work if she stayed at the Wiegands so there was a slight delay in married life after the honeymoon. We had a great time in Riviera Maya, Mexico. The suntan is fading but the weather out here has been in the 60s and 70s - so nice. Tonight Michelle and the kids may swing by and take us to see Ben at a hotel downtown. Ben had a 2-day conference in the city. Adam is so patient with Jami and city driving. She got lost a few times and has had to call for directions. A city map will be our next purchase soon. Jami is going to walk to the Childrens Hospital to have lunch with Adam today after tackling some more work in the apartment. Hope all are enjoying the spingtime weather. 

Jim and Barb 

We just finished our turn with serving lunch at church and then cleaning it afterwards and now it looks like we can still get a greeting off in the monthly news!! Kathryn and Ivan have been staying with us but plan to move on soon to Lynn and Marilyns for the remainder of their Oregon visit. Ivan helped Jim take off the wallpaper in our bathroom off our bedroom and they have the walls primed for paint--a project I have been wanting to do for some time now. I want to try my first sponge painting and put up a border. Marty says I need a new more modern light fixture!! Our work is caught up at the Metzger home right now as they are having the dry wall finished. Really starting to look like a cozy home! The farmer boys have Jim going on a remodel project in the "old" barn where they hope to store some grass seed this summer. When we look around the grass fields in the countryside, we can see that previous fertilizer application is taking hold. Spring is coming once again! Clinton and Melissa are finishing up another term at school and looking forward to spring break next week. Clinton says "I could have gone to Mexico!" Hopefully he will earn some money instead of spending it(is that the thinking of an oldtimer or what?" Stacie's mother and two sisters are here for a few days and there is a shower planned at Marilyns tonight for Stacie while they are here. Some people are telling Aaron he is supposed to be there too, but he's not sure! I haven't made Ivan pancakes yet so will sign off here and see if I can do that this morning. Kathryn would like to do some walking with us but when we think about it, it is usually looking like rain, so we haven't gotten to do that. They plan to join Lynn's and Glen's today on their meals on wheels delivery and then lunch. Last night they treated us four Walter couples to a dinner at a Chinese restaurant. More next month, MAYBE!! 

Brian and Kristin
Great to see so many contributors to the Gazette this month.  Word must have gotten out that we were going to start making up our own entries for some of the cousins.  We are getting closer to my goal of a 10-page month.  I’m enjoying the peace and quiet of Brian’s office while I do the Gazette.  He is upstairs with “his son”.  Appears the little one is working on some teeth or his personality.  Mommy just doesn’t seem to let him do anything and I just caught Daddy letting him eat cold French fries out of the refrigerator.  Oh well.  We went and looked at some office space for Brian.  He appears to be out growing his room in the basement.  It will be quite an adjustment not having him be just downstairs.  Brian finally went to the doctor yesterday for his 2-week old cold.  The doctor was a little shocked to find out he hasn’t been to the doctor since his was 18.  We spent some time outside enjoying the warm weather this past weekend.  Eli continued to explore his backyard and thought he’d see what mud tasted like.  Great picture but messy cleanup.  Looks like we’ll be buying a new pair of shoes for church.  Harvey and Margaret are going to be grandparents again come September.  This pregnancy has been quite a bit tougher than with Eli.  Everyone tells me that it means it’s a girl, but we aren’t going to find out until the big day in September.  Talked to my sister in Colorado today.  She’s been trapped in her house all day because she has 31 inches of snow blocking her door and she can only see the top half of her car.  I guess Colorado’s idea of Spring is a little bit different than ours.  Looking forward to the wedding this weekend and for Spring!  Sorry we didn’t get to see David while he was in town.







