WALTER GAZETTE	June 2003








Note from the Editor:  


Sorry about the late edition this month.  


Also, please keep an eye out for the new Walter Gazette e-mail address.  


Our internet provider is going to be changing here in the next couple weeks.








Gary and Paula


We’ve really enjoyed having summer weather finally.  A great way to end school – in 90 degree weather. So we dug out the pool we’ve been anticipating for a few months and put it to good use. Now it’s in the 70 degrees again, which makes a nice break for the garden, flowers and bath towel supply!  Gary and I had a very special 13th wedding anniversary trip with his mom and Aunt Wavia Edelman.  We took them to Ashland & Klamath Falls to visit some relatives – one cousin Gary had never met.  Some nice quality time, but it actually was great to see the kids again after one night away.  Finally have Peter’s kindergarten shots over with so now he’s really ready for school.  He felt a large order of onion rings and a cheeseburger kids meal at Burger King were well worth getting shots for.  We’re hoping to host Father’s Day at our house.  Hope the weather cooperates or we may be a little cramped.  Happy Father’s Day if the title applies.





Glen and Shirley


Even tho, we had an unexpected trip (and sad reason for it) to Illinois since I last wrote, we did have a chance to share some very special times with a special retiree and some special graduates, that never entered our mind that we’d get to do, when we got the invitation (and I’m sure they had no idea we’d be there, either, when they sent them).  Now, we are slowly settling in to our routine, again.  Kind of seemed like we were invading on Peter and Wendy’s territory when we first got back.  They had things looking well kept.  James is becoming Grandpa’s big 2 ½ year old helper.  He’s constantly wondering “when Boppa is?”  For those who didn’t know, Peter, Wendy, James and Bethany are in between houses right now.  Theirs sold and still don’t have possession of their next one, so I have a built in house cleaner, cook and whatever else goes with it.  Can sure tell Wendy is younger than I am.  We’re going to try to prove that “no house is big enough for 2 woman,” doesn’t always have to be true.  Sure come back to the kind of weather we expected to have in Illinois, but it’s cooled down, now.  Matthew’s closing up college days.  Last testis on Wednesday, so he’ll be moving out of the cute little house he’s shared with four other boys.  I know he’ll miss it and the life style, so different than living with a grandpa and grandma, but we’ll try extra hard to “be nice”.  Glenda has a walking companion these days since Wendy’s here.  So often it’s after dark, which is “scary” to me.  Glen and I are back to the early morning before breakfast walk.  We’re in the process of getting physicals and hoping walking will improve the reports.  Caleb has his hernia surgery tomorrow so we plan to help out a little with the other children.  Plan to get back to our meals route tomorrow, too.  Next week David and Molly leave for Europe for 10 days, so Darren and Kevin plan to get a taste of “family life” at different aunts and uncles and cousins.  Phil and Kay are planning to bring Caleb along with their family, so he can spend time at Grandma Stiedinger and Grandpa.  They hope to arrive in Fairbury around June 27th.  We’re looking forward to Walter family in Oregon the next few months.  Enjoying Kirk and Myra, now.  Quite a few from Oregon have been in Illinois.  I called Chuck awhile ago.  His bags were being packed for tomorrow’s departure.  I enjoyed very much seeing so many of our nieces and nephews this trip – and cousins – beginning with Aunt Edna’s visitation and funeral, Harvey’s retirement party and the graduations, and now soon there’s a wedding coming up.  I’m glad Matthew can represent us and hope he gets to know more of his cousins a little and aunts and uncles.  And now I better say good-night.  It’s past 10 p.m.  Our best to all.





Harvey and Margaret


It's Tuesday June 10 so we are a little early but thought we would send a few comments since we plan on leaving Monday for Seattle, then on to Alaska and then spend the Fourth of July with the Oregon folks. After 8 days of retirement it seems it is going pretty good. Last week spent one day handing out food, one day packing books for Jamaica and one day packing bicycles for Jamacia one day delivering buckets to Goodfield. This week I have nothing on until Wednesday and Thursday when I am supposed to help Ron Hodel get a pickup load of sod and fill in patches at the church yard. So looks like I can keep as busy as I want. This week I got a new set of tires for the car and got it serviced so hopefully it is ready for it's western trip. Joe has been staying with us last week and this week so he has been giving me lessons on how to use my digital camera, which I received from my coworkers, and then the boys gave me a fancy printer so he had to show me how to move the pictures from the camera, to the computer and then to print them off. The retirement celebration day was kind of special with all the family members who took time out of their schedules to come down to help celebrate. Thanks to all and for all the cards. Congratulations to all the graduates. All for now. Hope to see you Orgonians in a few weeks. 











Pete, LaRae, and the J's 


Howdy!  Another chilly gray morning - thought Oregon was suppose to be sending us some of their heat!!  Pete and Jordan are out doing some weed spraying this a.m.  Jared was gone overnight to Springfield to the FFA State Convention - Their group was getting to stay at the Hilton!  Following in his sister's footsteps - the Dairy Judging Team that Jared is on placed 1st in the State - so they will be competing in the National Finals this Fall to see if they get the chance to go to Europe too!  Jordan and Jared went for orientation at the U of I last week - I also attended as they had parent seminars while the kids registered for classes, etc.  - I did opt for driving back home instead of sleeping overnight in the dorm!  Jenna and Matt are 9 days away from their wedding day - they seem to be holding up just fine.  I get to go with Jenna to Champaign today for her final wedding dress fitting. (Hope mine still fits that's been hanging in the closet the past month - guess I should have a fitting also!)  My mom is having a Bridal Luncheon 


for Jenna and her bridesmaids, me and Lisa this Sat. noon.  Pete and Jordan enjoyed the Bachelor Party eve. that Uncle John planned last weekend and sounds like they get in on another one this Sat. night!  Really looking forward to the big day - hope it doesn't become a busy blur!! 





Virgil and Katrina  


Hello from Southern Iowa! We are enjoying having Grandpa and Grandma Walter around for a few days.  Yesterday Dad went up


to work on the new church and this morning Olivia was kind of worried that he was going to go again.  The children are so glad to have them here!  Last weekend the kids and I went to Illinois for Greg & Erica Knapp's Luau/Reception.  Olivia and Jesse stayed with a baby sitter and Jacob and I got to enjoy a wonderful afternoon.  A special thanks to U. Duane & A. Marlene for letting us ride up to Seneca with them.  We were glad to have Grandma Walter ride home with us and we were all very glad to see Daddy!!


We enjoyed a visit from Lisa and Walter Edelman and some of their friends.  Come again!!   Tomorrow we plan to butcher our chickens and I'm looking forward to having that over with!  Also looking forward to Jenna's wedding and Matt & Kristen's visit!  





Chuck and Karen 


Time again to write, I just keep forgetting at the right time.  Chuck and I find ourselves in Bloomfield at Katrina and Virgil’s at the time being.  I flew out last week and spent the weekend in Illinois at my sisters Barbs in Seneca for a luau/wedding reception for


her son and daughter-in-law that got married in March.  They had a very good turnout (about 250) and had a lot of authentic Hawaiian food.  On Sunday I rode back to Bloomfield with Katrina and the children. On Tues. Chuck flew into Chicago and spent the night with the family in the Fairbury/Forrest area and then drove Moms car out to Katrina’s. After spending a full day on Thursday at their new church site working with about 35 brethren from other churches, he came back last night very very tired.  He spent most of the day on the roof hauling sheeting.  Today we are hoping to get some things done around here.   I have been working on the last 4 doors and have only one more coat of finish to put on them and then the doors in the house are done.  What a relief.  They do look very nice now.  There is still lot of projects to find to do.  Chuck is going to work on the porch today I think and hopefully get it done.  Tomorrow is butchering chicken day.  They have 30 fryers to dress out, so know it is going to be one big day.  Will be glad to rest on Sunday.  We sure can thank God for that.  The kids at home were doing okay.  Chad and Megan await a new little blessing in their home, due the end of the month.  Curt and Elizabeth just returned from visiting her family in Mansfield and her brothers high school graduation.  Kyle and Trisha had to miss their vacation to Rockville, due to her being ill, but thankfully she is recovered.  They spent the week vacationing around Oregon, which included a beach trip and Diamond Lake with Chuck and Kara and Craig and Kristi.  Kristen and Matt and Austin plan on being in Fairbury for Matt and Jenna’s wedding on the 


21st and then to Katrina’s to spend a few days and then on Lester to spend some time with Karmin and for Travis Dettwyler and Tami Wulf’s wedding on the 28th.    Kara just finished her college program at CCC and is working now for a Dr. in Silverton as a medical assistant.  Chuck and I plan on being back in Fairbury next week for Jenna’s wedding also and then fly home on Sun. eve.  We are trying to enjoy being away from our responsibilities at home and just help out a little wherever we go.  Hope to see a lot of family next weekend.   





Lynn, Marilyn and Family


It's Monday morning, the 16th, and hope Brian and Kristen are forgiving!   Marilyn went to help clean church this morning, Kimberly is babysitting, and Kathryn is getting ready to go to her part time job at Dr. Gabe's office.  It is supposed to get 86 degrees today so we look forward to a nice day here in the Pacific Northwest.  I was reading all about the fishing boat accident near Tillamook in our morning newspaper.  Nine drowned and two are still missing and presumed drowned.  The ocean was rough and the harbor was closed to recreational boats because of waves some estimated at 15 feet high.  The harbor wasn't closed though to charter boats so this group went out.  It was a group of 19 fathers, sons, and grandfathers going out for some bottom-fishing the


day before Father's Day.  How tragic.  Thankfully our Father's Day was a blessed one and one to remember.  Kathryn was announced ready for baptism believing she has found peace with God and man.  We look forward to that.  Christopher and Mary had us for dinner along with Mary's parents, her brother Joel, wife and children, and Brenda Knobloch.  Christopher grilled salmon on cedar boards and also some chicken.  I had salmon and it was delicious.  Kari had a very good two week trip to Switzerland.  They got to see the Matterhorn on a perfectly clear day.  She met quite a few Kunzi's, did some hiking and saw the house where her great grandfather lived.  She brought me some wurst but it was taken away from her by Customs in Dallas, TX.  Kathryn's graduation was held on the high school football field on one of our very warm evenings here.   As we were waiting I thought back to the time she was born and I was 42 and thinking, "I'll be 60 when she graduates from hgh school."  Blink....and it was taking place!  The ceremony was marred by a student who either dropped out or wasn't going to graduate who threw a balloon filled with some tomato sauce into the graduates as they were seated in front.  Some of it hit Kathryn's gown. Marilyn noticed that the gown said, "Do not wash etc"., so she called our good Josten's rep, Brian Walter, to ask if she could get by with washing it.  A couple days later, a FedEx package arrived for Kathryn with a new gown and a can of tomato sauce tucked inside!  These Josten's people


really are into service!  Kimberly finished her 2 year program last week so now we have two daughters looking for jobs....HELP.


We are happy to hear some of you will be visiting us this summer.  We look forward to seeing each one.  








Darren & Nora


Summer has hit, with temps in the high 80's and humidity.  It's great for things growing outside, and air conditioning keeps the rest


of us happy.  We're enjoying spinach from the garden, and picked our first ripe strawberries today.  We sure had a fun weekend in Kansas for Aaron & Stacie's wedding.  Was nice to see so much of the family.  Thanks again to the Walter's for taking care of kids during rehearsal supper.  Now this weekend we hope to head to Illinois for Jenna's wedding, and imagine we'll see most of the Walter's there.  Darren's supposed to go to the east coast next week, so his parents may be coming out with us to help me get home, and let him go on from there.  We're enjoying our summer vacation from school.  The kids play nicely together most days.  Travis has seen the doctor and eye doctor so far.  We need to make an appointment with the dentist and then he'll be ready for kindergarten in a couple of months.  Lincoln is potty trained; it just kind of clicked one day.  Rachel has pushed in two bottom


teeth.  She didn't have a very good night last night, after having cold symptoms for several days, so she saw the doctor today and should feel better soon.  Darren's busy at work trying to get a line of cookie dough going.  They would like to have it ready for fall fundraisers, but things will have to go just right.  They expanded into a building across the street and have been remodeling that to fit their needs.  And evenings find him in a tractor--spraying, cultivating, etc.  Pretty soon the corn and beans will be big enough and that work will end.  We have several weekend getaways, but no real vacations planned.  Maybe Oregon for Kathryn's baptism?  Happy belated Father's Day to all the Dad's.





Joe and Suzanne


Suzanne is back on the "gone when gazette deadline is here" schedule.  We've both been on the road a lot the last month, so we're hoping things will slow down for a little while.  She just got back from a weekend in Norfolk, VA.  She was supposed to be giving away cookies at a minor league baseball game, but it was rained out.  So she gets to go back in a couple weeks.  I just got back from 2 weeks of training in Bloomington.  Also got to go to Dad's retirement reception - there were a lot of people happy to see him go.  (I mean that were there to wish him well.)  We have a photo of Eli which we will probably be able to sell to him for a lot of money about 10 years from now.  Also convinced Andrew to invite me over a couple times to watch baseball and eat pizza.  Even got to go out to dinner with Jim & Juanita and Mom & Dad for their anniversaries.  Not so sure Andrew will be wanting to go out to eat with uncle Jim again any time soon - well, unless he got Brianna's phone number.  While we were in Illinois, Suzanne and I got to go to the Cubs/Yankees game.  I was expecting the Cubs to lose, so I was not too disappointed when it happened.  We 


also had a chance to visit Kevin last month.  We have some wonderful photos of Suzanne outside of the Dr. Pepper museum - we got there 20 minutes after it closed.  Also saw the Johnson Space Center in Houston and the Book Depository in Dallas and got a photograph of the most photographed statue (Sam Houston) in Texas - you can hardly tell it was taken at 60 mph as we were driving by it.





Jim and Juanita


8:25 in the morning, and what a beautiful morning in central Illinois!  I just took a moment to watch the neighbors' half-grown cat


crouching in the back yard watching the birds by the bird feeder, and sneaking a look up in the trees -- she sure looks like she's ready to lick her lips in anticipation.  It's such a beautiful morning at 65 degrees -- I'm reminded, "This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in It!!  Juanita is putting in a little time at work and thought I would like to write a little of our


activities.  Thadd and Molly and the kids left Saturday for their summer in Tennessee, and I'm already lonesome for a couple kids.  I spent a couple hours yesterday getting a Lake Michigan fishing trip lined up for Friday for Chuck and some more bait-killers.  I'm trying my best to be an accomplished fountain salesman -- those of you working in sales can relate to some of the objections I encounter -- "how come its so expensive?" --  "how can this one be almost double the cost of the one I bought six years ago?" (because I'm making a lot of money).  "Will aeration eliminate all the weeds?" -- as you can imagine, there are lists and lists of things to discuss.  Jim and Diane and Ashley are in Philadelphia this week.  I sure appreciate Justin's visits on the week-ends.  We're planning to have a couple of Michelle's family with us nwxt week, then make a trip to Philly the week after.  I'm still concerned about not getting some of the buildings sold in Wal-Crest subdivision -- especially with tax bills coming.  We have best wishes for Matt/Jenna and look forward to celebrating with them -- May God Bless!  It's not to soon to be planning for the next "BIG" Walter reunion.  Colorado still sounds pretty good!  All of you who missed last time, start blocking out the time on your calendars! Let's make it 98% plus next time.  May the new co-ordinating volunteers stand up for duty!  All who can, be sure to attend and help host for our family next week at Forrest.  I hope I haven't bored you.  It's been a pleasure to visit with you (all of


us who haven't written much, or at all take courage and join in the fun!!).  Our Best to You. 














Barb and Jim


We have been having a great time with the Edelman's visit!  The children are SO enthused about everything so its fun to observe.  They went to the coast for a few days yesterday, and Jim and I joined them for a lovely afternoon of sitting on the beach and then making a fish supper in their motel room.  Today Koreen and Arlene were going out with their children for the day.  Jim and I are about ready to start packing for our trip to Alaska, and Clinton will be packing for Fairbury.  In the meantime we have yard and garden to get in shape(irrigating and bug control!!)  This morning around 5:00 or before, the bee keeper drove in, with his unquiet truck, sending our two dogs on  a barking spree.  Wasn't long when a Mexican group came in to pick raspberries for a fresh market


stand, so I think we are at the beginning of long days, short nights, around here!  Lyle sprayed the raspberries so that means in about five days they will be machine picking them for the cannery. Andrea and Lyle have given the latest hired hand, Joel Mogler from West Bend, a room in their upstairs.  We are full here and Nelson and Lisa have her sister and family from S. Dakota with them right now.  We had Aaron and Stacie’s reception at the North Falls Lodge on Saturday afternoon, and then watched them open gifts in our garage after our Father's Day supper.  They hope to sort out the gifts that they can use in their apartment and store the remainder in our upstairs.  Our upstairs is starting to look like it did 40 years ago----empty!!  Stacie’s parents and three sisters came out for the reception.  Melissa is happily finished with school and has quit her evening caregiver job, so she now has a different life.  Works quite a bit at Pratum Co-op and is putting out resumes.  Clinton is at the Gardens.  We visited it last week with Myra and saw him in action, transplanting some  roses that weren’t doing well and  replacing them with some healthy ones.  Were going to plant the poor ones somewhere else and try to revive them.   Aaron and Stacie had a fun time on their honeymoon in Mexico and said they would do it again even tho they both came home sick!!! Kurt and Koreen are still plugging away at finishing touches on their home.  Are finding themselves telling people  "about two weeks yet" for the last month!!  They have been putting up tile themselves around the jacuzzi tub and back splash in the kitchen recently.  Koreen has made a trip to Portland to find the right kind of drawer pools, at the right price.  Must say she is doing a good job of putting things together!  Enjoy your summer, be it harvest or vacation!!  Stay healthy!!!





Brian and Kristin


How quickly summer sneaks up on us and how quickly all the weekends get filled with plans.  Brian’s schedule is finally slowing down.  He should have all his books closed by the end of this week.  Eli sure has enjoyed having Daddy around more.  Somehow the “quality time” they spend together results in a very dirty or very wet little boy.  It also results in two very tired boys come sundown.  Andrew and Nathan have been kind enough to “volunteer” to come up this Saturday to help us move the big stuff to Brian’s new office.  The office is only a couple blocks from the house. Eli and I make a few trips a week with a carload of boxes.  He seems to think that Daddy’s office is quite the playroom.  I’m just looking forward to having all the extra space in the house with baby #2 only a couple months away.  Unfortunately, my days of cool weather have run out.  Today it’s going to be 92 degrees with Illinois humidity.  Eli and I are hosting our playgroup tomorrow.  Brian needs to blow up the pool so Eli can give it a test run this afternoon.  Jenna and Matt’s wedding was beautiful this past weekend.  My guess is LaRae’s cheeks hurt on Sunday from all the smiling.  We left Eli behind at my folks, so it was nice to have some time to ourselves.  Brian took me out to the Walter homestead between the dinner and dancing.  I enjoyed listening to him walk down memory lane.  He couldn’t believe how “big” he used to think everything was.  He talked about watching the milk come in from the cow stalls, through the pipes along the ceiling and into the big coolers.  I heard about the 3-wheeling and the softball/basketball games.  He’ll have to bring Eli down to see the cows and tractors some time this summer.  Wishing everyone a fun filled summer!


