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Barb and Jim:


The last newsletter, I wrote about Mothers Day and this time we have just celebrated Father’s Day.  It was a treat for me that Nelson and Lisa hosted, and we all had a very special evening!  Everyone made it, even Kurt!  (He feasted on smoothies and juices!!)  The rest of us had "kabobs", jello, pasta, bread, shrimp appetizers, home-made ice cream with shortcake and strawberries!!  Lisa had a "fish" theme, so Melissa made individual french breads in the shape of a fish, and Arlene made colored thin noodles for a "wormy" pasta salad.  The kids loved the gummy worms that decorated the table!!  After the outdoor meal, we all went to our little pond with fishing poles and I think all the kids caught a fish as well as some of the adults.  Sure glad some of the kids insisted on taking their catch home--otherwise grandpa and grandma may have been the victims!


This has been a rather busy month, first of all with our wonderful vacation to Illinois and a week-end in Ohio where we could also be with Darren, Nora and their family.  The Fehrs and Edelmans had a great time playing together and gave Gus' golf cart a good work-out driving through his woods.  


We came home and actually got the barn painted and some broken window panes replaced.  Such a good feeling after having this job nag for soooooo long!!  Jim rented a hi-lift and we borrowed a paint sprayer, so the job went pretty well, with Nelson running the sprayer.  


Nelson and Lyle built an enclosed berry stand and the wives painted it up real cute and now it is setting up in Silverton selling strawberries and the first of the raspberries.  They get the strawberries already picked from another farmer.  Saturday was a busy day in town but

I doubt that the week-days will do so well.  Andrea is finishing up at school by being at an out-of-town FFA conference a few days this week, so Lisa is the main berry lady at this time.

We have been enjoying spinach and lettuce from the garden and peas are following close behind.  I am still trying to work at house-cleaning the basesment.


Clinton is home from college now and at work on the farm.  Aaron is talking about living in their apartment in Corvallis since they have to pay summer rent even if they aren't living in it.  Next year they have rented a house from Ben Bolliger since Matthew plans to join  Clinton and three other boys in living quarters.  So rent gets to be a big thing when they have to pay two places for a couple of months! 


It has been quite an experience for our family to feel the outpouring of love and prayerful concerns as Kurt went through medical tests and then surgury last week..  Just hope we can remember how much it has meant to us and that we can do our part in the future when we see a need!!  I imagine Kurt will go back to work when he can get off the pain medicine.  We are thankful that the report during surgury was "benign" and hope the final one will come back that way also, which is what the doctor expects.  Wonder if we will ever know what the "hard calsified" lump on his thyroid was from.  Hayden has gotten to know me pretty well these days, and likes me okay when Mom isn't around.  He weighed in at 20 lbs at his 6 month check-up, doesn't sit yet and struggles to roll over.


Melissa is glad to be finished with school for this year and is working for the SilverFalls school district (new name for Silverton schools) in their computer department and also putting in some hours at Pratum Co-Op.  She got her ticket for Curt’s wedding so will want to be finding out what motel all the relatives are staying at!!    


Everyone (except Oregon farmers) getting ready for summer vacations???

Harvey and Margaret

It's a little after 10. We just got back from having cake and ice cream at North Park with the Walter group so I figure I have about two hours to meet the 15th deadline. Been having a lot of rain the past week-been kind of difficult to get the outside work done. I did get the yard mowed last evening before it rained. This morning Margaret and I put a sealer on the garage floor and part of the basement floor at the new house. This afternoon I managed to get the deck floor at the old house stained before a rain shower came through. Still not sure when we will move. Need to get a couple of windows enlarged and the air conditioner installed before we move. Hopefully that will get done in the next few weeks. They need to haul in some more dirt before they do the final grading and do sodding and set the air conditioner. Margaret worked over there several days this week getting much of the woodwork cleaned and carpets vacuumed so the guest bedrooms, bath, dining room and living room are ready for furniture. Tried calling Kevin this afternoon but no answer so I guess he will have to write in the newsletter so we can keep up with Texas. Talked to Joe last night and they seemed to be doing all right. Also got to talk to Kristin and Eli last night-hopefully we will get a chance to seem them before too long. Our thoughts and prayers have been with Kurt and Koreen and their family this week and hope all goes ok. Don't know much news so will sign off.

Lynn and Marilyn

Well, unfortunately, the occupants of rooms 15A and 15B are unable to write their family news this month so I guess the caretaker will have to give it a shot. I hope the fareview haven caretakers give this kind of service to their little old guys to!!  Not a whole lot has been happening around the LDK's. Chris is gone :( but us girls still manage to run the show. Kari got her piano that shes been working on all winter moved into the living room today, thanks to her buff, sympathetic cousins!!! Kim is done with college for the summer. I don't think she has a job so she should be LOTS of help to mom, that way I can goof off! So I guess that leaves me. Contrary to popular belief I, like always, am doing just fine and of course staying out of trouble. I finished school this week so now it's just working at the doctor's office.  Since Mr. Kuenzi decided to take my pool away this summer, I guess I'll have lots of spare time. We were just talking about our summer vacation at lunch today so if there is any one who'd like to see our family you better put your word in now because at this point we're up to 4 WEEKS!!!!!! Yes, four beautiful weeks of hot, humid, midwest, east coast summer!!! YIPPEEEEE!!!!! So, thats about it. Don't worry, Mr. Kuenzi should be back next month, if not, I'm going to demand a raise!!

Virgil and Katrina Knobloch

Hello from southern Iowa!  Is a quiet Sunday afternoon.  We served lunch so have lots of goodies on hand for the next few weeks.

Virgil has been busy in the field.  The kids and I sure miss him.  Both Oliva and Jesse beg to go with him whenever they can.  Its a lot more fun to go with Daddy then stay in the house with Mom.  I keep busy just taking care of 3 children.  Just when I think I have everything under control one of them makes a mess.  Jesse was scribbling on the wall the other day, thank goodness for washable crayons.

Olivia is anxiously awaiting her 3rd birthday.  She’s old enough to go to story hour at the Library, and can’t wait!  Told her she has to obey her parents better before she can go.  That is so hard to do!!

Jesse wants to do everything his big sister does.  The other day I handed him a picture and asked him where U. Pete was.  He pointed right at him.  The kids had a great time with U. Pete and A. LaRae’s family and we really appreciated the help!  Now we look forward to seeing some of the Walters in August at Curt’s wedding.

Jacob is growing and is a chubby little guy.  Hear he looks just like his Dad.  He’s been a very good baby and is sleeping about 7 hours at night before he needs to eat.  That makes his Mom very happy.

Hard to believe its been a year since Colorado.  Sure have many precious memories of that reunion.

Kirk and Myra Edelman

Hello Walters!  Just stuck my shortcake in the oven.  We get about 1½ quarts of strawberries every other day from our little patch.  Next year we should have scads ‘cause we planted 50 more plants.  We are having asparagus for supper, too.  Some in the family can’t wait for that season to be over!  Summer vacation has been fun so far – now that we are in the “everyone being home” routine again.  The girls are scheduled for a week of swim lessons starting June 24th.  Our little 1 foot pool is serving the purpose here at home on those hot humid days.  Kendra must be working on teeth – she’s on the grumpy side.  The boys keep me in the laundry business with the mud and water they have no problem finding.  Thanks to Uncle Pete’s generous load of his pop up camper, we can say we’ve been camping (in our back yard).  The kids and Dad have had a ball!  Mom and Kendra survived one night.  We look forward to seeing Keith, Sharon and Company.  Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Kurt.

Glen and Shirley
A big hearty welcome to the new editors!  Wish you much ambition, courage, determination, patience – whatever it takes for the job.  Previous editors would know!  Not much new at the Glen Kuenzi’s – no little babies to report on or children’s cute sayings.  If I started on our grand-children now, I wouldn’t get done!!  The grade-schoolers are finishing up the school year.  The Pratum School actually spent 2 nights at Silver Creek Falls.  That is, the older ones.  Keith and Sharon took their 5 children and headed to “grandpa Steidingers farm.”  They called after arriving safe last night.  How it brings memories of when we’d pile in the station wagon and could hardly wait ‘til we saw “Grandpa Walters farm” as we came down that north road.  Can you imagine Dad and Mom being “invaded” for 2 weeks with a family like that?  Mom faithfully tended to her duties as she always did – feeding all of us and keeping our clothes done up!! (No wonder she’s tired now!).  Matthew has finals this week – then will be home for the summer.  Then this cook will have to do more than dig out leftovers for supper!  Will sure be nice having him around again.  Old retired people find a 21 yr. old can come in real handy.  Glenda’s been having her brothers digging holes for shrubs, roses and a flowering tree.  Jonathan’s white picket fence looks real nice edging her back yard.  Glen keeps busy fertilizing and watering so he can keep busier mowing. (Was that a pun?)  Doug is doing a lot of our garden work since we’re sharing it.  Said he’d be over this week to do the roto-tilling.  He plans to mow Keith’s yard this evening.  Since he lives in “town” on a small lot, we seem to think he has plenty of extra time for us, but his flowerbeds and yard aren’t staying beautiful by themselves, either.  I can’t think of much that I’ve been doing, just trying to keep up!  Looking forward to visits from vacationers this summer, hoping everyone has a healthy, happy summer.

Gary and Paula

Well, school’s out and we were too busy enjoying Gary’s brother Morris’ family to give much thought to “what do we do now?!”  On Monday I said you can just have the day off and by Mon. night I decided chores were necessary so that play time wasn’t so boring!  I think it will take us all time to adjust, but I sure appreciate being free of a rigid bedtime and up early schedule.  We managed to find enough beds and floor space for our Illinois family and really enjoyed becoming better acquainted.  Most of Morris’ children had never been here so there was much excitement wherever they went.  We kept Gary busy this spring building a swing set with attached sandbox and putting up a basketball pole and hoop, so I don’t have much patience with pleas of boredom!  Right now they’re bailing out of the swings into the kiddie pool (sure hope we don’t get any broken feel here!)  It’s unusual to have an early June day where the temp is over 80 degrees.  Gary just started a remodel/addition project for Roy and Anita Scharer today.  Hope it goes smoothly for all our sakes.  He’s disgusted with his garden and doesn’t know what to blame – weather, bad seed, bad soil (the gardener?).  I planted our third planting of corn today – maybe it’ll catch up with the first.  There are some nice pea pods hanging as hopefully we can enjoy them before long.  Hope everyone’s enjoying summers beginning.  Thanks for your visit Aunt Margaret and Uncle Jim and Aunt Juanita.  Great fish, too!

John & Nancy  


While the party mix for the Mexico bound is on its last 15 minutes, I'll work on the newsletter.  John just came in, at 9:30PM, he ended the day by mowing along the creek so Kafer Tiling can get to some tile that needs to be repaired, and before that he and Andy trimmed trees at the Klepps in Saunemin, where Leman Builders are going to be shingling a roof starting tomorrow.  I stayed in town tonight, had a meeting at 7, and when I got home, John and a load of tree branches was just getting home...looked like Pa Kettle's outfit.

    
All the graduations and parties are over, I think it worked out OK having Andy's in the garage.   Now the garage is a mess again!  Andy has been doing odd jobs since then.  Thought he was going to get a job with NICOR, but so far they haven't called him to work.  So he's been making hay, helped a cousin tear off a balcony and porch, cleans and restocks a bar for a guy that worked with him at Champion Fitness (the bonus is finding cash on the floor!), and John will be using him on the roofing jobs when he can.  And he has two vacations lined up....

    
Kyle seems happy with his job at Donnally Printing, in the pressroom, 11pm to 7am.  Cindy and Abby thought they saw him fishing at his aunt's gravel pit last Wednesday morning when they went to Pontiac, and he was!!  Brought a pile of employee benefit stuff out for me and his dad to look at and advise ...soon.  He was here this past week-end, and really, between his eating and sleeping, didn't have time to get many job details.

    
Got caught up with Mike at John's folks's 50th anniversary celebration.  He is working at Walker Wire in Pontiac, something about environmental water quality.  Lives with 4 other guys in a house in Pontiac.  We added the grandkids to their 40th family video and gave that to them as a gift.  All the ladies sniffled and wiped eyes while we watched it with them!!  

Wonder if the Walter slides could be put on a video?

    
Today was the first day for Rick Plattner as administrator at Fairview Haven. His uncle Richard, whom he is named for was married to Barbara Gerber (they had three girls).  I spent an hour or so with him, doing the new employee thing.  So far, so good.  He is ending the day at a board meeting.

    
Enjoyed having Jim & Barb and everyone that could make it up to our garage for a potluck.  Everyone in the area knows when we entertain...as they drive by on the highway and see cars & people!  Cindy & girls, Jason, and Shelby went with me to Morris to pick up Jim & Barb on Memorial Day as they returned from Ohio.  Went to a State Park and hiked along the Illinois/Michigan Canal.  Now Cindy and I want to take the "older girls" some cool morning and hike that from Morris to Seneca, ten miles!  Our group of kids was totally aghast that morning as they watched this kid catch a fish from one of the ponds, and on his mother's instructions to throw it back, lowered it to the ground, stepped on it, and yanked on the line, ripping the hook out!  Sure it was dead, he was bravely going to pick it up and give it a toss, but it flipped right as he touched it, so he rared back and gave it a big kick back into the pond!  And we also got 

grossed out by the snakes swimming in the canal but had fun finding turtles out sunbathing, one log had 13 on it, all sizes and shapes, the kids decided it was our family!!  Then we got to meet Darren & Nora and family for lunch before they continued on.  Barb Knapp met us then too.

    
Our neighbor, Jr., turned 50 on the 7th.  His wife appointed us to decorate, so we bribed Lori & Little Walt with a supper at Rentze's and they helped us put up the birthday sign and apply the toilet paper.  Someone who isn't quite 50 had to put tp on the TV antenna.  The next morning it was so foggy we couldn't see their house!  Fog and toilet paper don't mix well.  They invited us down for a steak supper that night and back for a cookout the next day.  He wanted Colorado Blue Spruce trees as gifts, and they had to plant 23 of them!!

    
Friday night we got to go with Pete's and Don's to Uncle Hermans  who took us out for sausage sandwiches and pizza at Agatucci's with Bills and Wayne and Amber.  I fell asleep during a conversation with LaRae on the way home, it was something about somebody's dad still working.

    
Oh yes, I made it to Parkland to get my teeth cleaned.  Hope it was as pleasant for Jenna as it was for me!!  She said I got the full meal deal when I got to have the FMX (full mouth x-rays!!)  Cindy and the girls and Shelby went too, Cindy got to entertain them at the DQ and mall for several hours!  Then we shopped at Sam's Club and hit the Pizza Hut in Gibson on the way home.

    
Saturday night whoever could make it had cake and icecream at Mom's park (Rose's birthday) and got in a visit with Keith and Sharon and family and as a bonus, Virgil & Katrina and family were here and Michelle and family.

    
I think I better be spending a little time at home and tending to the garden, want to plant some more spinach, think our resident rabbit (Popeye) has been eating more than his share, I chased him out of the garden Saturday. Kyle's dog spotted the rabbit and gave chase too, down one row of evergreens, a backflip, and back to safety under the little shed.  And the weeds are getting rather big.  

Brian and Kristin

Quick note from the Editors:  Schools are out so Eli and I have Brian back.  He took most of today (his birthday) off and had a father-son day while I went into the office.  Eli got to go to the bank, post office, and played in daddy’s office.  I gave my notice at work.  My last day is June 26th – just in time for the holiday.  I’m really excited about getting to spend more time with our 21 lbs 10 oz “little” guy (6 mo.).  The doctor wanted to know what I was feeding him.  He sprouted 2 teeth this past month – didn’t fuss too much but drools a lot!  I was in Orlando for work when the second tooth arrived.  Both Eli and Brian survived 4 days without me.  I now have to explain to Eli that his daddy wasn’t supposed to let him hold the cereal bowl.

We had a cookout for Father’s Day.  Mom and Dad grabbed Andrew and drove up.  Eli sure does like to be fussed over by his Grandpa and Grandma – Uncle Andrew’s pretty neat, too.  

Thanks to all the above contributors to this month’s newsletter.  I hope I interpreted all of Aunt Shirley’s handwriting correctly!  Everyone have a fun and safe 4th of July!

Jim and Juanita

Hello from the Jim Walter's. We have had a quiet month (no trips). Our next trip will be to Kansas in July for a Lifeline meeting. After that we are looking forward to going to Ohio to the wedding. Looks like we might get to bring grandkids home  while Ben and Michelle go to Rockville for the conference. Then a couple from Chicago will be going to Pa. on vacation so will take the kids back. Michelle and the kids are here this week while Ben is in Europe. Michelle has a 20 year class reunion on Saturday. Ben is flying in  on Friday and will be here until Sunday. They will be leaving right after church on Sunday. Michelle and I took the kids to Chicago on Monday. Went to a Nature Museum and the Lincoln Park Zoo. Diane and Molly plan to come in for the day(Wed). It is hot so plan to put the sprinkler up in the back yard for the kids. Have a good month.

