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Note from the Editor:  

We are changing our internet provider.  Please keep an eye out for the new Walter Gazette e-mail address.  

Pete, LaRae, and the J's- 

Howdy!!  Another beautiful summer morning - just got home a couple of hours ago from our overnight campout.  Looking for some cheap summer fun?  Pete & I have found our perfect campsite - on a back hill of the Ellison farm - just far enough away from Dean's house so we can watch cars come and go - but barely hear the dog bark.  Anyway, last night we talked Abby & Jason into pop-up camping with us - was a very peaceful night except for a short episode soon after the full-moon-rising that the coyotes began to whine and howl and "Duke" joined in - didn't last long and think it didn't take too long before we were all lulled to sleep by the regular night sounds.  We are perched on an open hillside beside a small timber so get to hear the birds wake up in the morning and watch the sunrise   - haven't seen more than a couple deer - so they must be hiding.  Jared & Jordan are busy working for Pete and occasionally Albert Steffen in the chicken houses. They are gearing up for their move to Champaign next month - Jordan to a dorm, Jared to a house with 35 guys.  Matt & Jenna seem to be doing very well settling into married life.  They are working well together at the nightly project of whittling away at a mountain of thank-you notes.  Jenna is now employed as a full-time dental hygienist for Dr. Kevin Brucker.  She is at his office in Gibson City three and a half days a week and at his office in Fairbury all day Wednesdays and Friday afternoons.  So far - really likes it!  Sounds like they had a great honeymoon to a secluded 

mountain-top cabin in the Smoky Mountains - got to be tourists in Gatlinburg, Dollywood, etc. and really enjoyed an evening at the Dixie Stampede.  We really enjoyed our wedding weekend - thanks to all who helped make it so special - I had no idea what a blessing we were in for - maybe knowing it was truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience (only one daughter to "give away") made it 

even more so!  Well, better get busy with my day's work - pretty routine today - laundry, cooking, cleaning, mowing, and paying bills...Hope everyone is having a great summer!!!

John & Nancy:  

That month went fast, of course, the main highlight was Jenna & Matt's wedding.  Picture perfect.  Even had a bucket of party mix left over after the dance, and it's still leftover in the freezer since I can't get the lid off the bucket without help!!  Enjoyed a night with the Popkes, the John's even had time to take the kids fishing on Saturday morning.  Then we had Phil & Kay's visit and were lucky enough to schedule a cook-out here on the 4th for whoever could make it.  John and the new grill got a good workout!!  Keith even contributed his fish from Lake Michigan to the menu.  After lunch a bunch went fishing in Saunemin at Haag's pond.  They caught lots of little fish and some sun.  Shelby claims it only took seven seconds to catch the next fish, once the hook was re-wormed.  We had to wait awhile on the rain, and thankfully it finally came.  Once again everything that is important is greening up.  The potatoes dried up and I think the green beans have had it, but I had managed to freeze all I wanted, and if the plants revive, I'll start picking again.  Tomatoes and zuchini are still trying to produce.  I finally had a chance to pull weeds Saturday, after picking a few beans, I thought they pulled easy, but my lower back let me know otherwise Saturday evening.  A few Advil and everything moved a little more freely.  John & Pete spend Saturday AM and Brian's, building a temporary closet for them.  Sounds like they enjoyed that project and getting to go out for lunch in an open air restaurant.  Wonder if Eli learned any carpenter talk?  Rose invited us for pizza Sunday to celebrate Jason's birthday, a little late.  Harvey and his mom went out to eat to celebrate his, and stopped at Rose's later so we heard about their vacation trip.  Maybe we'll get a chance to hear Margaret's version.  Anxious to hear how Pete, Larae, Abby, and Jason faired on their night in the pop-up.  I'm so disappointed that the coyotes don't howl at them.  Twice this week we had to get up and look out the windows to try and spy the noisy guys.  John did see one tear across the front yard at 2AM Sunday.  Boy, are the upstairs window ever dirty!!  John got his wheat out today, he's still out in Chuck Ehrhardt's fields, not sure how late they can work there.  We only had 70 acres or so and Chuck has around 200.  That will take a few afternoons and evenings to combine.  I think we are happy with the yields, haven't heard a final figure yet.  And Ernie will be ready for him to get back to work, think they are starting a new house out by Dean's this week. Don took Mom to Gibson today for the blood work that needed to be done before her Doctor's appointment next week.  I finally wised up and made her appointment the last one of the day instead of the first...after spending hours waiting a few times.  I figure Doc has to be as anxious as we are for the work day to be over, so maybe at 4:30 we won't have to wait so long. I'm spending a lot of time at Fairview, we are in the middle of converting our financial software programs to a new, improved version, while trying to do year end, runnning the old program and setting up the new.  It's challenging.  Have a goal tho, it all has to be done before I can take a vacation on the 29th of August!!  After we did the payroll for the first time, I decided to ask if we could hire someone just to do that and Rick readily agreed.  So Lilah Fehr will come in two days every other week and tackle that monster.  She did my job there a few years before I started so is experienced and also worked for a software company in the meantime.  Looking forward to Oregon company the end of July!  

Glen and Shirley:

Time for the July update from " The Walters." I wonder who will have time to write this month?  Harvey and Margaret can report on the Oregonians.  Was sure nice to have them around those few days.  If they feel as good as they look, they are in fine shape.  Harvest  is in full swing out here.  There's been some very warm days, but usually cool nights.  We sure do have the flying bugs right now.  They seem to come in from the grass fields after the grass gets cut.  Peter took the spray can around our back entrance before he went to work this morning.  They come flying out of the flowers when I watered.  Peter and Wendy are busy getting their little 2 acre spot ready for occupancy.  A mother with four older children lived there before.  The place needed a man's touch 

outdoors.  Wendy's been painting and Peter ripped out carpet and lots of fix-it jobs.  It's looking so much better and cleaner, but not quite ready for Bethany(14 months).  I get to keep her while Wendy has been painting.  She takes 2 1/2 yr old James with her.  He has lots of room to run.  This morning I babysat for Thomas and Joanna while Lisa went to her Dr. appointment.  By this time next month we hope to have a new grand-baby to report on.  Glenda called awhile ago to inform me that she and Mindy (an Illinois friend) have a blanket on the beach.  The weather is beautiful.  They just put on sunscreen and are getting ready to read their books. LUXURY!  Her siblings just finished the shingling job on her roof last week.  She took some time off work last week to do some yard and flower bed refurbishing after all the shingle mess.  Her landlord bought a pickup load of barkdust which she unloaded and spread all by herself.  She is having fun getting her little house ready just in case Uncle Don and Aunt Sue accept her offer,  when they spend a week in Oregon.  Matthew had a big weekend, sharing in  Matt and Jenna'a wedding.  We thank all you aunts, uncles and cousins for showing him a nice time and filling his days.  Making the short weekend so worthwhile.  Helping with the hay bales will no doubt be a lasting memory.  Matt has fulfilled a long time wish by becoming the owner of a 2003 GMC extended cab, carbon metallic colored pickup.  That was a man sized purchase for a new college graduate!!  Now the poor little blue Toyota 

Corolla is setting here all shined up waiting for a buyer.  I just bought 2 crates of raspberries from Stillwater Fruit(Rich's) so better get them in the freezer.  Glen went with Karen and Al to see Helen at Portland Hospital.  Glen and I survived our physicals, I'm not quite done, only thing to work on so far is a start of osteoporosis.  So triple the Calcium.  Glen came through with flying colors, just stay on meds for cholesterol and blood pressure.  Hope everyone's enjoying summer.

Darren & Nora:  

We'll try to catch up on news from the past month, as I wait supper on Darren.  He's supposed to be only a few minutes late tonight.

It's a familiar story.  Thinks he'll be able to cultivate some late organic corn tonight, then needs to run through the beans sometime, too.  We had a good trip to Wolcott, IN, last weekend.  Arranged a stop at Harvey & Margaret's on the way, and Grandma and Kirk & Myra's on the way home.  We're in our second week of swimming lessons, which manages to take a big chunk out of our day.  But Ashton and Travis are swimming real well.  We're trying to get our work done today so we can practice in Ann's pool all afternoon tomorrow.  It's hot out!!  Beans are just coming on in the garden, flowers look good, fields look good except for a few drowned out spots.  Heard from Mom today that they may stop through here next week--that will be exciting.  Sorry to miss Kathryn's weekend, but still want to make a Rachel/Mommy trip out there sometime.  Congratulations to Jonathan and Lisa on new baby Trent.  And special thanks to Aunt LaRae for taking Darren to Bloomington following Jenna's wedding weekend.

Chris and Mary

Hi everybody!  Over the July 4th weekend we moved to a house that we bought in Keizer.  We'll miss living out in the country at Benny's but it feels good to be homeowners.  A little scary but exciting too!  So far we really enjoy our neighborhood and have found it to be quiet and the neigbors nice.  Several of them knew Kuenzi relatives and the people we bought the house from were friends of some Kuenzi's.  Just can't hide in this area anymore I guess!  Just finished straightening up the little shop that is on the place and actually wondered if I'll be able to fill it up.  Storage space shouldn't be a problem...I know that will probably change!  We'll be busy for a while just getting things organized around here and put where we want them.  It was nice not to have to do too much fixing up before we moved in.  We just painted the living room and dining room.  We appreciated having U. Harvey and A. Margaret help us move a couple of days.  Benny tells us that we have to come back and help him eat some of the garden produce at his place.  I guess that wasn't very nice to plant a garden and then leave him!  He wanted tomatoes, cucumbers and some green beans so we'll probably be able to share some of those. Hope everyone is having an enjoyable summer!  

Our new address is:

1136 Manzanita Way

Keizer, OR 97303

Arlene and Brian  

We always enjoy reading the Gazette when it arrives, so I figured it's about time I write again!  We had a busy June which began with lots of fun with the Edelman's while they were here, especially the zoo day and beach trip.  Then Brian & I were both sick with a stomach virus, Brian traveled, we celebrated his birthday and our 13th anniversary, and Tyler finished his baseball season 2nd place in the league.  We went to Ashland for our weekend away and saw a Shakespeare play in the outdoor theater and drove to Crater Lake the next day.  It was very nice to get away and relax and thanks to Aunt Missy for watching the kids and giving us "no worries"!  Our neighborhood had a parade on the 4th which started with doughnuts and juice and ended with popsicles.  It was even led by a fire engine!  I had a quiet birthday on the 5th at home (we were all tired from too many fireworks!) but the next day, Brian took me to the US Women's Open Golf Tournament.  InFocus had an airconditioned and catered suite on the 18th hole.  Tyler and Garrett just finished two weeks of swim lessons.  They both did great.  Garrett even went down the water slide without a life vest...a 

big improvement from last year when he wouldn't get off the edge of the pool!  Garrett is going to a couple morning camps at his preschool this summer and also begs to have a friend over every day.  Tyler has a basketball camp at the end of the month and he can't believe the "back to school" signs he's seeing already!   We are trying to eat Oregon berries when we can.  Sydney loves the blueberries.  Sydney has adjusted to her toddler bed after realizing she's not going to be able to open her locked bedroom door!  She climbed out of her crib a few days after we got home from Kansas...she's determined to succeed in all she does and very proud when she does!!  We are having a landscape design prepared for our back yard and are anxious to see what they come up with next week.  Looking forward to doing some fall planting.  Have a great end of summer!

Lynn, Marilyn and Family

Marilyn has the raspberries, marionberries and boysenberries picked this morning and just finished mowing the orchard.  Now the water is going in her garden.  Our big excitement this month was helping Christopher and Mary move into their home.  We think it is a very nice place.  Then our other excitement was when Kimberly told us she had a job!  She starts at a bookkeeping business on Monday.  And then we look forward to Kathryn's testimony and baptism this weekend, Lord willing.  Wish you could all be here with us.  We plan to have a hamburger fry Friday night for Jen Kloter and Ginny Wulf who are coming for Kathryn's baptism.  Sunday evening we are having a singing here for the Single Group and some others.  Our three day fishing trip to Paulina Lake went well and the weather was beautiful.  We didn't catch any fish but enjoyed our time with the Kaufman's and Bone's.  We drove up to a viewpoint high above Paulina Lake (8000 ft.) and from there we were told we could see 5 states....Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, and Nevada.  It was an awesome view!  Jim Bone led a couple hikes and Marilyn and Kathryn enjoyed that too.

We enjoyed our few days with Harvey and Margaret and now look forward to Don, Sue and Shelby.  Hope you are all well and enjoying summer as much as we are.

Joe and Suzanne

Again Suzanne got to travel to Norfolk for a AAA baseball game last month (since the last time it got rained out).  She had to work during the game - giving away cookies and making sure the kids in the animal costumes were kept hydrated.  She got some FREE BASEBALL as the game went 16 innings. The world traveler is heading to Rome and Brazil this summer.  Before anyone gets too excited about joining Suzanne, that's Rome, Georgia and Brazil, Indiana.  She's also heading to Asheville, North Carolina next week.  She's back in school this month after taking a break last term.  She's on the home stretch now with only about 6 classes left.  We went to see the fireworks with our neighbors a couple weeks ago.  It looked like it was really going to storm, so they started about 45 minutes early.  I guess they didn't want to get stuck with thousands of dollars worth of wet fireworks.  It was still a good show and we got home at a decent hour.  Last weekend we went to a Sushi restaurant for a friend's birthday.  I haven't changed my mind about Sushi, though they had some fried shrimp that was really good.  I didn't get any technical support calls last month on a camera or a phone, so Mom & Dad either are figuring them both out or they dropped both items in the Pacific Ocean.  We still have not received any suggestions or photos for the 2004 Walter Calendar.  I've got more photos like the ones on www.edwardwalter.org if I don't get some submissions soon.  (I also have photo editing software that can make them look worse/better.)

Warren & Cindy  

Summer is in full swing - won't be long til we're counting the days til school starts!  Abby has been occupied with swim team activities.  She had her last meet last night.  She usually as been swimming the "free style" in about 3 events a meet, until last night when she also got to participate in the "back stroke" race.  That went good, at least she wasn't last to finish!!  Now I am sure boring farm life will set in.  Abby spent one night with Pete & LaRae and Jason in Pete's pop-up camper when the moon was shining bright.  She is ready to go again!  Heidi is wearing a "tin grin" these days.  She started with braces on her teeth this month. So far it has been basically painless.  We are hoping to get her top & bottom teeth lined up, including a little jaw movement, after about a 3 year procedure!  Both girls have spent some time picking and steming green beans, weeding flower beds, mowing, swimming, "hanging out" with Jason or Chance & Tori and practicing piano playing.  Warren has "hay down"  this week and I am sure oat combining and straw baling are going to happen soon!  We had an enjoyable 4th of July at Nancy & John's.  The girls and Warren enjoyed fishing!  

Barb and Jim:

Almost could forget this newsletter deadline!  Clinton went to work at 7:00 this morning so he could get more work done before visitors arrived at 9:00 so after he was on his way, I went out and picked some more raspberries and marionberries for the freezer. 

Raspberries seem to have gotten their second wind and are real nice again, so it is hard to stop picking them.  And the marionberries, i try to pick where the picker doesn't reach them on the bottom.  We are supposed to be getting another hear wave and that it so hard on berries, but thankful for as many pickings as we've had.  Jim has been spending days on the combine so I fix him his "sack" lunch the same time that I do Clintons.  It really works out quite well that way because I never know where he will be and when.  So once everyone is on their way, I have time to myself.  The days fill up tho.  Yesterday Arlene and the kids came up to get berries and we picked some of each, including blueberries.  I told her she looked like a farmers market when she had them loaded up in the car!  Tyler and Garretts excitement for the farm trip was that Grandpa gave them a 4-wheeler ride and they got to chase deer out of the berry field!  Melissa is housesitting for two weeks right now.  She is so much enjoying being finished with school and having a job.  Aaron came out two nights this week directly from work and ran a combine.  Such a big lift!  And Clinton comes home every day and rapidly goes out to work on the farm until quitting time which is never before 10:30.   Koreen and Kurt are moved into their new home and enjoying the wide open spaces!  Many little details to be done yet, but they take the back seat now as it is also Kurts busiest season with bean harvest going on.  We are looking forward to seeing Donnie, Sue, and Shelby on Tuesday with a Walter potluck on Tuesday evening.  JIm and I plan to attend the Ft. SAm reunion in Cissna Park on the 26th and plan to drive it since tickets have been very high, so we will miss out on most of  Donnie's visit out here.  Hope to see them and more of you in Fairbury shortly.  We trust that Harvey and Margaret can fill you locals in on the great time we had in Alaska!  Sure glad our tour leader waited to have a heart attack until he was back home with his son in Salem!  We went through some very remote areas in Alaska!  So thankful that Willie is recovering quite well and looking forward to returning to his home in Rockville soon.  I need to get a potato salad made for the picnic Marilyn is planning to have tonight for Ginny Wulf(former employee from Morris) and then I need to clean as much house as time allows as I plan to have Mike and Jeanette Zimmerman overnight on Saturday with three of their boys.  Hope everyone is well!

Harvey and Margaret

Hi - we are home from our longgggg  vacation.  Enjoyed Alaska and had lots to see.  Enjoyed our short visit to Oregon.  Got to see all the new homes and one new baby.  Told Lisa to hurry but she waited until we got home.  We had lots of weeds to pull in our yard and more plants to plant.  I'm ready to go back to work!!  Had to come to work to write this - our excess at home is out of wack - The ISU computers had a failure so we don't have any dial up.  See you next month.

Kirk and Myra

I’ll see how much news I can scare up while I keep a close eye on my canner of beans.  I just cleaned up the spriest jars we canned yesterday.  Those fruit shelves are beginning to fill up!  And U. Don says sweet corn is just a few days away!  Last week Courtney and Brianna had swim lessons.  The other three enjoyed the kiddie pool so it was a fun time for all.  I think the boys would be ready to start next year, but with the addition to the family, Mom’s thinking next year would be a good one to skip.  For those of you who haven’t heard, we’re expecting in December.  I overheard Kenton say to his brother, “Did you notice Mom’s getting fat?”  We had a wonderful trip to Oregon in June, getting back just in time to help Matt & Jenna celebrate their special day.  Then we had a week of Nora & kids. A gentle let down back into reality after a vacation.  Now we’re hearing “5 weeks left ‘til school.”  Oh- where did summer vacation go?  We’re excited about a visit from G&G Kuenzi soon.  Sure glad they take the opportunity to travel.  The kids are begging to go swimming.  I better go verify all the job lists are completed.  Take care.

Brian and Kristin

How fast a month goes by.  We have been busy getting Brian’s office put together.  A lot of shelves to hang and boxes to move.  I can’t believe how much more room I have in the house.  I guess it’s time to have this next baby to fill it up.  U. John and U. Pete came up last Saturday and had us a closet built in just a few short hours.  We joked that it would have taken Brian and I all weekend and a few martial counseling sessions.  Eli thought U. John’s tools were pretty cool.  He even got to wear the tool belt.  Grandma and Grandpa Walter were in our driveway when we got back from lunch, so Eli got a full day of fun.  We did have my folks babysit while we took Dad out for his birthday dinner.  Brian has been gone for the last week at his yearly Jostens’ meeting.  We sure do miss him.  He doesn’t get back for a few more days.  My dad retired this week after 43 years with Northwest Airlines, so my sister was home from Colorado.  It was nice to have her around to spoil Eli.  We also were able to get the shelving unit for Brian’s new closet put together.  It looks like we only have about 5 more weeks left before baby #2.  So much to do before the big day.  I’m trying to get Eli excited about his big boy bed and new room but will wait for Brian to be home before we make the move.  I hope our weather can continue to be nice.  We’ve only had a couple weeks of 90 degree days.  It looks like everyone is busy canning this or that.  I’m still just opening cans.  The apron Mom Walter bought me doesn’t seem to have magical powers, so it’s still fish sticks and hot dogs on the weekly menu.  Hope everyone is enjoying their summer.

