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Harvey and Margaret

Greetings from Normal & Bloomington. Have to write this newsletter early as we hope to move this week - then I probably will not have my computer hooked up right away. Walt is going to bring down a trailer and most of the Walter BOYS and Inlaws are coming to help AGAIN! No promises JOHN!! He is trying to arrange a ROOM for me!! Our new address is: 

<contact webmaster>
Andrew quite his job and moved to Atlanta, Ga. He is going to live with Joe until he finds a job and gets an apartment. He rented a u-haul truck and moved all of his junk. Joe flew up on Thursday night and helped us some and then helped Andrew pack his stuff and drove Andrew's pick-up back to Ga. They spend hours cleaning his apartment. Harvey and I went out to eat with Keith and Jackie and Nathan. Nathan got to help with some of the cleaning and packing. Brian & Kristin and Eli were down then also and they all got to help move some things plus hook up a speaker system for our stereo in our new house. We had sod laid in our front and side yard last Wednesday - one of the hottest days of summer. So we have had to go over and turn the water on and let it run for hours. Our heat just doesn't want to go away - and no rain now for quite a while. We were able to seed the back yard but they told us to keep it wet all the time also. I can guess that our water bill will be quite high. Brian and Kristin and Eli were down again this past weekend - They spent Friday and Saturday night with us so we did get Eli up to see Grandma on Saturday. Then took him to see his Great Uncle Ralph and he got to see some pigs and baby calves and sit on a tractor - his first farm visit! My brother had been quite ill since December - was sure that the cancer was back - but the doctors couldn't find anything wrong with him. Finally he got to a cancer doctor who wouldn't give up and kept doing all kinds of tests. He has Hemolytic Anemia - (the red blood cells are prematurely destroyed) He has been on huge dosages of prednisone for 2 weeks. They thought that he might have to have his spleen removed. He is to see the doctor again today to have his blood rechecked. Hopefully the medicine will take care of it. When we saw him Saturday there was a remarkable improvement in him. He is finally able to be up and around doing things again. It has been very depressing for him. Congratulations Lori - We will be waiting to hear all the details. Take care Harvey & Margaret

Jim and Juanita

We have had a busy month. Michelle and the kids were here middle of June for a week. It went to fast. We are looking forward to bringing their kids home with us from Ohio after the wedding. They will be here a week ,then friends of Ben and Michelle will take the kids back the next week. We have a few plans for them if they work out. Jim keeps busy watering the yard and flowers. I still work three mornings a week for Kay Dickey. Jim just left to pick Avery up at the Day Care , then taking him to the pool for swimming lessons. We need to find out if its for a week or two weeks. We went to Kansas over the week end. Jim had a Lifeline Orphanage meeting. He is on that board. We have some from our Fairbury church and some from our Forrest church, and then a group from Hesston Kansas. They meet once a year as a whole group and make plans for the next years projects at the orphanage. The Fairbury and Forrest men meet once a month . About six work teams go to Haiti once a year to work at the orphanage. The Kansas group also send work teams over. We went to church in Lamont then drove home after. We got home around 10:30 . Looking forward to seeing the Walters in Mansfield OH next month. 

Glen and Shirley 

July--the middle of summer activities...berries and grass season...people as "busy as bees"...also a beautiful time of year. And "wedding bells" seem to be surrounding us. Craig's reception was in a beautiful setting at the Oregon Gardens. Saturday Curt and Elizabeth's shower was outdoors at Linda Hari's complete with a landscaped flower and fountain yard...excitement mounting for the trip to Ohio for many. We have Tasha here in Oregon, a niece on Glen's side of the family getting married on September 1st and now we are to Lori. Congratulations, Lori, with our best wishes too. Looking forward to meeting Chad. Saturday at the grocery store a lady was at her table passing out samples of a drink. I glanced at it, but decided to go on as I was in a hurry (unusual?) and she was busy with another customer, when she called out, "Come on, Mrs. Kuenzi, and have a sample." I was so surprised. I said, "Now how do you know I'm Mrs. Kuenzi?" She said, "I used to stop at your house a lot, selling Avon and you had all those little ones--little boys." I told her all those boys are married now, but one. The biggest compliment was that I still was recognizable!! I still don't know who she was. Only her first name was on her name tag, not that she changed that much...just my memory. Glen and I plan to take Sam and Norma Hoffman and Ben Scharer to the coast today and come back tomorrow...all three in their mid 80's. I'm really looking forward to it, hoping we all stay well. Glen's been seeing a doctor...found he has some blockage in a neck artery. We should find out this week what Dr. thinks to do about it. Dizzy spells sent him to the doctor. David's, Peter's and Jonathan's spent a few days camping last week. After they got home Saturday evening, David's went to see Molly's stepmother who was dying from cancer, which had concerned Molly to even go camping. She opened her eyes and they thought she recognized them. The next morning they got a call she passed away. Molly and her brother are her Dad's only children so Molly is feeling lot of the responsibility. Glen and I enjoyed a Fairbury family, Jim and Bonnie Gunther and their four sons age 12 to 5, staying with us for a week, 4th of July week. They had lots of plans during the days, but was fun having them come back at night expressing appreciation for what they'd seen and done. I so enjoy especially first time Oregon visitors who enjoy the "berries" and the scenery! Matthew spent part of the weekend moving out of his apartment he's shared for three years and into a house he'll share with different room mates which includes Clinton. He can't believe everything that he's collected in that time, says there's a bunch of "stuff" in the garage (I haven't looked, yet) that I can go through and then it goes to Goodwill. Glenda's moving "home" for about 10 days while she loans her home to Jim and Lucy Slagel while they vacation here. Will be nice for us. All for now...hope everyone stays well. 

Warren & Cindy 

Summer is moving right along. We are all looking forward to our week-end in Ohio in August! And then it will be time for school to begin again! Abby & Heidi have been occupied with getting projects ready for the 4-H fair the past week. Abby got her's done the morning of the fair! Her project was to redecorate her Mom's bedroom. She did a nice job picking out co-coordinating colors, starting with a bedspread and curtains and ending with a wallpaper border. For the fair, she did a poster showing before and after pictures with the poster being sponge painted like the bedroom walls. Heidi sewed a 9 patch pillow and made Sinfully Sweet Fudge. So with those done, we can relax and enjoy summer!! It was fun to pop in on Harvey & Margaret's "moving night." They have a very nice home. Nancy, I and the girls had gone shopping and stopped there on our way home. They did move a little closer to Fairbury! We are enjoying the exciting "before wedding time" with Lori. We were all surprised with her announcement! Warren continues to do farming things, make hay, spray weeds, check crops. The oats will soon be ready for combining and then straw baling. 

Lynn, Marilyn and Girls 

The calendar says this is newsletter day so we'll see what we can say about the past month and the one coming up. I can guarantee you, this won't be as interesting as our last one. The author of that one is on the berry picker at Lyle and Nelson's along with Kimberly. This household is anxiously awaiting our trip across the USA, Lord willing, and we hope to see some of you along the way. We want to stop overnight in Morris, Fairbury, and Junction before heading to Mansfield for Curt and Elizabeth's wedding. Then it's on to Niagara Falls, a drive through the New England states, an overnight at Ogunquit, Maine, which is on the Atlantic sea coast, overnight in Rockville, attending our church conference, back to Junction for a weekend, back to Fairbury for a long weekend, overnight in Pulaski, Lester, and then home. Will we hold out? Kari will fly into Columbus for the wedding and take the eastern trip with us and spend the weekend with us in Junction before flying home. Christopher and Mary are flying in just for Curt and Elizabeth's wedding. It is hard to realize we are this far into summer already. Seems like the grass fields were lush green just a few weeks back and now the grass is in the windrow. Berry season is in full swing and we enjoy "grazing" in our nephews' and niece's fields. And what a season for weddings! Craig and Kristy were a radiant bride and groom and had a very nice reception at the Oregon Gardens. We were privileged to have Curt and Elizabeth for breakfast Sunday morning along with Chuck's and Jim's and it is sure is easy to welcome her into our family circle. And now Lori you and Chad are just going to keep this wedding season rolling. We are happy for you, Lori and we wish you and Chad God's direction and blessings as you prepare for your wedding day. Can we hope to meet this lucky brother? Marilyn is busy painting the closets of our dressing room this afternoon so we can move our clothes back in. We had our floor tiled in the dressing room and on into the bathroom. We forgot how dusty that process is so now everything needs to be wiped down. We hope to see some of you in the next few weeks...everyone stay well! 

Walt & Rose

Monday morning—washday! It’s nice & cool out this morning at 6:30. I’m trying to get the laundry done before I go to the Auction Center at 9:00.  I don’t function well in the heat we’ve been having!  Walt & Jason left at 4:00 with Uncle Warren to take his ‘last’ moving job up to Chicago.  Walt Jr. just left for Myra’s to hopefully get the roof finished today. Russell’s last orders from the slat shed were to come when you get up! Lori is to be at work in Piper City at 9:00 so she should be stirring soon. This is a typical day at our household.  Dean has moved over to Chris Metz’s country home so we don’t see him very often. He doesn’t have a phone, so I can’t even check in on him!  Cindy has been doing great dropping of lunches and goodies, etc. which he really appreciates. Lisa was home for the weekend as usual.  She has 16 more days of school, then no more studying.  We are so proud of her for hanging in there with work and school for all these years. Congratulations to Lori and Chad Welborn on their engagement! We are busy trying to plan a wedding and reception for September 8. Every one is invited, in case I slip up and miss sending you an invitation.  Lori, Walt, and Dean really enjoyed their work trip to Mexico. Glad they took lots of pictures, as they had to explain them to us and we heard a lot about their trip that way. Walt Jr. went with some other guys to Michigan fishing over the weekend. Sounds like we’ll get to have a fish fry. Now he’s trying to work in a trip to Cape Cod the middle of August. Russell is constantly busy with work. If he’s not at the slat shed, he’s out at the Plenart hog farm, working for his dad, or helping some of the family.  Haven’t seen much of him this summer.  Jason has started repenting and is turning his life over to Christ. His summer has been filled with filling in wherever he is needed. He was thankful to Uncle John for letting him help shingle a roof.  Piano lessons are still not his favorite thing!

John and Nancy

Just got home from a meeting in Fairbury, stopped at Mom's a little while and helped pay a few bills. Noticed John's sister was here while I was gone, dropped off some embroider work for Myra, wonder if she could tell I'm without a cleaning lady!! Way to go, Lori!! John is out disking wheat stubble, started combining on the 4th of July and finished up on the 6th. Wasn't a bumper crop. Got an early start on the day, as John wanted to be on Myra's roof by 6:30, so we both got to watch a possum leisurely stroll across the yard about 5:30AM, after its night of foraging, to its home under the little shed. John said something about getting the gun, but even tho the possum was taking its time, we would have never managed that. Don't think Mom's had them back in her garage, they made enough of a mess the first time. Got to baby-sit Shelby a couple week-ends ago. Borrowed Cindy's kids for Saturday afternoon and invited the little neighbor girl to go down to the creek with us. She and I ended up with some sort of weed reaction. I got by with a spot about the size of a dime on my wrist that felt like a burn and blistered up like one. She ended up with a blister that covered the top of her foot. They didn't take her to a doctor but got some ointment and some sort of powder to mix up and soak her foot in a couple times a day. It looked pretty awful yet a week ago, but they are still speaking to us!! And she keeps insisting she had fun! Had a wiener roast out in the yard in the evening, probably the hottest Saturday night of the year, but 4-wheeler rides kept the kids cool. Duane & Marlene came up one Saturday night to collect their folding chairs we borrowed for Andy's graduation. We went to Odell for supper and caught up on each others lives. I had time to go to Mom's for a rootbeer float on the Fourth. While I was there, Lori, Lisa, Walt, Harves, Jims & Jami stopped. Cindy and the girls and I went shopping the night the guys helped Harvey's move. I really liked your new home, can't wait to see it when everything is put away!! Kirk & Myra left Kenton and Brent here Saturday afternoon while they went to Pontiac. They played in the basement with the farm set for a while, think Brent was down there before his folks pulled out of the yard!! They stopped on their way home for doctored up cardboard pizza's. Myra's roof will be the third one for John this summer and his sister caught him in town Saturday and asked if he'd supervise in August when her son wants to shingle her house! He did get to help a little on Dean's house. So far Ernie's been keeping him busy. Kyle didn't make it out this past week-end, called and said he's working "12's" so was just staying in town. Andrew came late Friday night, after a rehearsal for a wedding he was going to be in Saturday afternoon. Near as I can figure, he was supposed to sing at the reception. He stayed in town Saturday night because he was leaving on another vacation early Sunday AM. Tonight is Rick's first board meeting at Fairview Haven. I think we got everything ready for it. I'm convinced he's going to do fine....he ran up town to pick up some things for Fairview one day last week, parked his car under the carport while he unloaded it, and I noticed him about a half hour later, digging in his pockets for his car keys, and exclaiming, "my car's still out front, running!" Doesn't seem like we can do just one thing at a time! Somebody is always needing something. 

Barb and Jim 

Looks like our new editor is patient this month so here goes! We just returned from picking Aaron up at the airport after a business trip to Minneapolis, and now he is on his way back to work and supposed to be entertaining out of staters for the next three days. The rest of us are busy farming or trying to keep up with farmers. Nelson is still swathing grass at night, Clinton runs a marionberry picking crew at night, and Lyle picks raspberries during the day as well as trying to keep a crew of handpickers going in the blueberries. The retired farmer has been running the combine. Kimberly and Kathryn are helping out on the daytime picking as well as Melissa and Andrea. I find myself in the blueberry field. We had some hot days last week but are now enjoying cooler temperatures. Even on the hot days, there wasn't a morning that we didn't wake up searching for blankets! So nice to have that cool down! Melissa decided to take a week and go visit Nora in West Bend. She has the month off except for her part time job at Pratum Co_op and I think she would say she is busier then ever by not working away from home! Kurt is finished with his doctoring now after the last report on the biopsy from Washington, D.C. It came back benign so now their lives can look onward and he is feeling good, no medications, so we continue to be thankful! We got to have Elizabeth Masters spend a couple of nights last week-end with us. There was a shower for her on Saturday morning and then the single group had a handyman shower for Curt on Saturday evening. The wedding date will soon be here and then there will be another!! Congratulations, Lori!! Kathy(Marty's) started working at her nursing job in Portland and was fortunate enough to get a day shift.. Looking forward to next month being a little more less stressful!! Know of anybody wanting a summer job in Oregon next year? I will send their resume to the managers!!!! 

Chuck and Karen 

I realize that I have missed so many newsletters, and just am ashamed of myself. We do appreciate very much all the time that Michelle donated for this letter and now feel grateful toward Kristin. Austin is just going home now with Kristen, He comes to our house Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesdays for the months of July and August. Then back to Thursday and Fridays the the next two months. He surely is growing up fast and such a little buster. Need I say that we are quite busy thinking weddings, like almost 24-7. Craig and Kristis wedding went off very nicely, considering the fact that it poured down rain the night before and just wasn't a night for a bonfire on the beach. On Saturday the it was a little cloudy while we took pictures and the ocean in the background was awesome. Then when the ceremony was ready to take place, the sun broke out and was beautiful and warm. It truly was a special wedding with the ocean and sand. Then an a beautiful reception at the Oregon Gardens in Silverton. The weather again cooperated very nicely. We were happy that John, Karmin and Carson came out for the wedding and we had them here for about 4 days. We are looking forward to heading to Ohio on the 1st of August for Curt and Elizabeths wedding and will be so nice to see some familiar Walter faces. Looking forward to Sunday night when we can all be together at the motel. Will be special. Then we hope to take a couple more days and tour a little bit. We fly home on Tuesday night. Am almost done with Karas dress as she is in the wedding. Also, made the little granddaughters dresses that are alike. I made two and Megan made two. Kara took another job as hers at JB wasn't very busy. She is now working in the mornings for JB and then at a doctors office in Silverton in the afternoons. It is tying her down. With graduation over and college looming ahead of her, she is in the real world of adulthood (almost). Is kind of hard to just let her go and not want to hang on to her a while yet. Well, supper is waiting to be finished in the kitchen. Take care. Love Karen 

Pete, LaRae and the J's

Happy Summer! Isn't it flying by! Lots going on these days around here. Pete and Jordan are out scouting fields for bugs and weeds this afternoon. Jared is mowing at my mom's. Jordan is back to running cross-country most days. Jared is getting 4-H projects ready for fair next week. Both working for Albert Steffen at chicken houses across the road when he needs them, but if not there, Pete always has work for them (cleaning out bins, etc.). I got to help Jared one day clean out the grain pit - now I know where the expression "this is the pits" comes from! Jordan got to attend Boy's State for a week at Eastern IL University -he thought it was fun and interesting. We have been visiting a variety of colleges this summer - checking out the possibilities for Jared & Jordan next year. I hope their enthusiasm for school continues for another 5 or 6 years! I have found it quite intriguing to see the contrasts between little (Lincoln @ Blm. - 300 students) and big (U of I @ Cham. - 30000 students)! Jenna is putting alot of miles on her old car this summer going to school every day and not being able to car-pool much. She will get a break at the end of July before she starts back the middle of August for her last year. We are really looking forward to the wedding weekend in Ohio. We also have a few days away planned to Pokagon State Park in IN with my family, and an overnighter at Starved Rock Lodge next week. Plan to have Rudy Lehman's overnight during the Ft. Sam Reunion next weekend. That brings me to the next job on my list - deep cleaning our guest room (Jenna's) - now that's the pits! 

Kirk and Myra

Hello from the Edelmans!  We have a busy day here with a roofing crew pounding away above us.  Provides great entertainment for two little boys!  We’re all appreciating the cloudy cooler day!  Brianne’s podding peas one last time for the season.  It’s surprising how much stuff is already over and done in the garden.  I have a bucket full of beets to pickle.  Sound good?  Our summer is wizzing by!  Swim lesons went great.  Lots of slumber parties and swimming invites.  What else is summer for?!  Kirk’s folks are busy packing and hoping to move to their new home in Forrest soon.  Kraig’s buying the farm house and has big remodel plans.  Pieger Motors has run and add for mechanics/partsman.  We look forward to that relieving some pressures.  Kendra has her 9 month checkup Friday.  Sure curious what she weighs – but Hayden and Eli have left her in the dust!  Happy summer to everyone.  Congrats to Lori and Chad.  I wonder if Kurt W. is feeling butterflies!

Brian and Kristin

The temperature says 106 degrees.  We just got home from a quick weekend in Michigan.  A friend of Brian’s got married over in England in April and had a reception here in the States on Saturday.  It was a long weekend for Eli.  Brian was in Dallas all week for work and we picked him up at the airport on the way to Michigan.  Brian got to see Kevin one night.  They went to a baseball game ($1 hot dogs – guess they didn’t know a couple Walter boys were gonna be there).  I finished work on June 27.  It’s nice to be home but we have been busy everyday.  My sister was home from Colorado for the 4th.  My Mom and Dad got a sump pump installed so we had to do a lot of work in their basement.  Now that it’s done we have a big mess to clean up.  A lot of cement dust.  Can’t believe summer is almost over.  Brian and I hope to take Eli to Door County, WI next week for a few days.  I hope to squeeze in a family trip to the zoo and maybe to Navy Pier downtown Chicago before Brian starts getting crazy with schools again.  

Sorry about the delay in getting this month’s issue out.  I’ve been trying to get a more complete list of e-mails and addresses.  Please send any additions/changes my way.  There are a good many missing the news about all the weddings/babies/berries/etc.  

