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WALTER GAZETTE
January 2003

Glen and Shirley

Happy New Year – Are we all ready?  Some of us as we get older realize we have see quite a few New Years!  And how I remember the New Years Resolutions I annually made.  Pretty much the same every time.  “I was going to be so much ‘better’ girl next year!”  I may as well admit, I gave up on that!

We had a nice Christmas in spite of the sadness that hit then.  Aunt Edna’s accident lay as a weight on our hearts all through the holidays – and then Gary’s father passing away, the morning after Christmas.  Our family got that stomach flu, one after the other.  Kay’s family had it on Christmas day, so couldn’t all come – so we just had to work around all the obstacles, and enjoy what we could.  We got to have Sharon’s parents, Charles and Joann, and brother and sister, Greg and Julie with us in the evening.  Also Lisa’s sister Rachel spent Christmas Daywith us, so that gave us a boost.  Jonathan and Lisa made an announcement that a new little grandchild was on the way – suppose to arrive in August.  That was a highlight of our evening.  Chuck had Glen’s name.  Glen got a rain gauge that he can read from the kitchen window, like Mom’s, just in time for these rains we’ve had.  Also, he got an egg poacher – or soft boiled egg maker.  We’re still getting the eggs more hard boiled than soft, but it’s really a neat little apparatus.  Juanita had my name and I got a beautiful soft cuddly sweater jacket, in my colors, too.  Juanita, Thanks.  Glen really surprised me with a microwave, fan and light above the stove, type.  Walter Farmi helped on that!  Jim and Barb hosted our Walter got-to-gether at North Falls Lodge.  Not quite 100 in attendance, but enjoyed the newcomers – fiancés, newlyweds – and babies.  The hors d-oeuvres (had to call Phil to spell that one) that the next generation create are fantastic along with the decorated cookies and variety of candies.  We appreciate them.  Matthew’s week at home went so fast.  He’s back at school again.  He did get to spend some time on Kurt and Koreen’s house project.  He said awhile back “he wonders why he’s going to school when he’d rather just work for Gary!”  He got caught up on some book reading on those rainy days and evenings thanks to Keith and Sharon’s library.  Glenda’s going to miss little Patricia (Tricia) – who spent nights with her while Gary and Paula were in Illinois.  A 2 year old can find their way into your heart real quick, and Tricia certainly adopted Aunt Glenda, who[d drop her off on her way to work, leaving Tricia in tears – except for the las morning when her parents were coming home that day and she knew it.  Five year old Peter J. thought it great stuff to spend time with his cousins in between stomachaches – amongst most of us.  Glen’s working on a 1000 piece puzzle our neighbors gave us.  It’s a cornfield with sunflowers and zinnias.  You should (or shouldn’t) hear the complaints on putting a cornfield together, “There should at least be a path through it or something.  Should be good “mind stimulation.”  Glenda plans to fly to Illinois Jan. 16th for one weekend – coming with Sharon, Kaitlin and Samuel to attend Sharon’s sister Teresa’s wedding to Trent Slogel.  Also, Glen and I have reservations to fly back to Illinois on February 4th, hoping to spend Mom’s birthday with her.  Hope to see the Illinois Walters then.

Darren & Nora:

Breakfast is over, washer and dryer are full, Rachel’s napping and boys are playing.  Here’s where I try to dig in and getting something done, so I’ll start with this letter.  It worked out to spend Christmas in Oregon.  We just weren’t real sure right up to the end, but things fell into place so we were able.  The kids traveled well and the roads were good.  I think it helped that we took our time there and back, spending plenty of time at motels, so the van ride stayed fun.  We enjoyed getting to see almost all the Kuenzi/Walter’s at one Christmas gathering or another.  Now we’re hoping to meet up with most of the JGKs in Lamont-Gridley in May when Aaron and Stacie get married.  So far the kids have stayed pretty healthy.  I was the only one who caught pink eye after we were all exposed in Oregon.  Rachel and Lincoln do have colds, but so far no trips to the doctor.  Ashton wasn’t sure he was ready to head back to school after such a long, fun Christmas vacation, but he’s well into the swing of things again.  He started piano lessons this month with Darren’s Mom, and loves it.  He has a super ear and voice, so I hope that makes things easy for him.  Travis is a great help for me since he’s home and doesn’t get to go to kindergarten until next year.  But I have to keep him busy with projects and work or he starts causing trouble just for the sake of something to do.  Lincoln is happy and plays good.  We’re working on potty training with him.  And Rachel continues to be a really good baby.  There just is no comparison between her and a couple of the boys who were such fussy babies.  I’m so thankful!  I was beginning to think that something was wrong with me.  We’re enjoying the slower times of winter.  It is strange to not have snow on the ground, but it’s nice to be able to get around without worrying about the weather.  

Kurt and Koreen 

I talked with Nora and she reminded me it was time to write the newsletter. How quickly and easily these things slip by! Our house project is coming right along. The plywood is going up on the roof with hopes to shingle soon. It sounds like our weather just might cooperate! It has been a busy time but we are thankful for how well all seems to be going. And we would highly recommend our builder! The children are doing fine. Hayden is walking everywhere and starting to run and climb. Seems to be a happy guy with a good disposition. The older ones are loving to play in the mud as there is plenty of that around the new construction! My washing machine is getting a work out!! Our basement floor is now poured so they are anxious to try it out with their roller blades they got for Christmas. I'd better keep going, I sat down here at the computer to do W-2's. We shall see how far I get before my other duties call me! 

Pete, LaRae and the J's 

Howdy! A cold winter morning here. We are up to our noses in book work. Have an appointment this afternoon with our tax man - then we can put that part behind us. Pete has been hauling grain in between paperwork. Some days Rollie Kinate is his hauling partner. Jenna is settled into her new home with her roommate - Whitney Knauer. Other than not having a washer/dryer yet - think they are pretty self-sufficient - besides when Matt has to come and do driveway snow removal so they can get out in the morning! Jared and Jordan are groaning through their last semester of high school. They are taking some pretty hard classes trying to earn some cheap college credits - Jordan has three of these classes and Jared two. Several hours of homework every night - and an ongoing fight over use of our one computer. Maybe those college dorms aren't looking so bad after all for next year! I am again working on accounting books for Pioneer FBFM. Otherwise, having fun working on wedding plans periodically with Jenna. We hope to go to a Bridal Show tomorrow eve if we're not snowed in. Hope all is well with everyone else.... 

Barb and Jim

We're settling into the new year slowly. I think I have the tax figures ready for an appointment later in January and have the computer ready for another year, so maybe I will get myself to cleaning drawers and cupboards one of these days! We had a nice Christmas with family, the Walter get together was special with a real good turn-out, not much sickness at that time, thankfully. And our family holiday was extra special since the Fehr's were here. There were 31 of us, so we set up to eat in the garage, then the livingroom was overflowing at "gift time". Sue had my name and gave me a light of "Frosty the Snowman" holding a lantern. Jim W. had Jim's name and he got a nice warm sweater type shirt which he has worn a lot. Our kids gave me a Food Vacuum Seal machine and Jim got a heated vibrator chair pad. Clinton spent much time trying out the "vacuum seal" and thinks he could use one at school, also. I passed out the Walter cookbooks at Chrismas time to our kids. One nice morning I talked Jim into trimming up some branches on the flowering cherry tree that hovers over the rose garden, as I always got my "bun" caught in it during the summer months! He wasn't at it long when I happened to notice he was on the ground! Took a while until I realized the ladder was on the ground also, as well as the chainsaw and that just didn't seem quite right!! The branch that the ladder was supported on must have shifted after he did some cutting! He got a good sprained ankle out of the deal and ten days later still has to take it easy. Sure glad we had it x-rayed so we could find out that it wasn't broken, as the pain and swelling was pretty intense. So he has been content to stay away from the Metzger building project while they are putting on the roof. Clinton spent most of his Christmas break working for Kuenzi Bros. doing some repair and maint. in the cleaning barn. Melissa worked at Pratum Co-Op several days and Aaron had lots of days off work. He entertained a boyfriend from Kansas much of the time, and did finish trimming the tree "after" the fall! Aaron was in Texas the past few days and got home in time to see Stacie at the airport before she flew out to go home and spend time working on wedding plans. We'll have to put ideas into action once she gets back and get our responsibilites organized as the months quickly pass on! We hope to help Arlene and Brian settle into their new home in Wilsonville this week. Haven't seen the house yet, only pictures. I have some names to add to the Walter calendar which we all use so much!! Lisa(Nelson) Kuenzi birthday Jan. 10, Lyle/Andrea anniversary -Aug 4, Arienne Metzger birthday-Sept 7. We wish you all a blessed New Year with health and happiness! The years go by so fast, and we can realize it more when we see our "little ones" growing up and getting married!! To the "4" engaged couples, enjoy all the exciting happy times. Jim and I did it 40 years ago! 

John & Nancy

Have John fed and he's gone to a pesticide applicator's licensing class, think Warren's signed up for tonight too. So I'll keep the wash machine running while I get our letter written. We had a great Christmas. Pete had John's name and gave him a new shirt, LaRae had my name and I got a black and red sweater that adds a lot to my wardrobe, and together we received a gift certificate to "Ruby Tuesday's", never been there and a can of "creamed possum with Sweet Potatoes garnished in coon fat gravy", complete with a gross drawing of a possum on the can. I had fun with that at the nursing home! And a "Thanks" for the cheese, nuts, jam & syrup, calendar, etc. According to Andrew's grades, he's made a good choice in "firefighting" as a career. Last we heard from him, he's got his books for the new semester! Kyle is still working alot, last we heard from him, he was checking the oil supply in the shop, needs to change the oil in his pick-up. And it sounds like Mike is looking for a new apartment in Pontiac. They all three were here for supper Christmas Eve. John had an afternoon off of work when he slipped while jumping into a crawl space and banged his elbow. Had an x-ray, but nothing was cracked or broken. Kept ice on the goose-egg that afternoon, evening, and when he sat around on Saturday. Went back to work on Monday, was supposed to call the doctor again, but forgot, so guess it's all better. Been working on a new duplex in Forrest, and today was up by Emington, repairing fire damage in a house there. Guess that was a lot better than being outside when the temp this AM was 2. Jenna helped me out a lot over her break, now I think she's down to help on Tuesdays when it works out. Lou Ida and Karen are both satisfied with just 3 days of work, so I need to learn to juggle and manage better. My goal is to be able to take a two week vacation and not come back to piles! Had one of those on my desk after missing two days of work because of the stomach flu! Luckily, John didn't get it, hopefully he won't. (or if he does, it won't be on a week-end!) So far no outbreaks in the nursing home, some homes in the area aren't so fortunate. Had our tax appointment last week, so now it's just wait for year end statements, etc., turn them in, and have a final appointment the first of March. I need to tackle the W-2's at Fairview yet this week, that's always been a challenge to reconcile and get done before the 31st. Everyone wants theres right away, and so do I! Looking forward to seeing Glenda this week and then Shirley, Glen, Christopher and Mary in February. Have enjoyed a shower for Justine and Nathan, as well as one for Jami and Adam. Looking forward to more and the weddings! 

Lynn, Marilyn and Family 

We need to thank Nora for her telephone call this morning; in the course of our conversation she asked if our newsletter was off yet! Spring must be around the corner or at least some of us are dreaming of spring...Kari brought out the seed catalogs last night and wrote out her order. Somehow I think we here in Oregon will have a few more rainy days facing us but it will be fun to get the greenhouse open and going. Kari has about 25 geraniums under lights in the garage. We had a very nice Christmas season and it was special in that we added a family member, Mary. Our Walter Christmas at Silver Creek Falls was really nice...thanks to Jim and Barb's family for such a good job...it's going to be a hard act to follow. We enjoyed sitting across the table from Darren, Nora and family. Harvey gave Lynn a wind chime that sits on the ground and these wires with bells on top jingle in the wind. It sits by our water falls. Marlene gave Marilyn three ceramic-like snowmen that sit on our shelf in the breakfast area. We get so many compliments on them and they are a clever looking family of snow people. As we re-read our Christmas mail the other day, we realized what a blessed people we are to have such a loving family circle and church fellowship. As the new year begins...Kimberly started her next to last term at Chemeketa CC, Kathryn heads into her final months of high school, Kari still keeps billing the insurance companies for the doc, and the parents of the household try to keep things running smoothly. Marilyn is at our World Relief sewing meeting this morning. She'll pick me up later to go do our meals on wheels route today. Congratulations to Jamie and Adam!! We wish each of you a blessed year. 

Warren & Cindy

Well, lets see if I can think of something that has happened in the last two months! We had a very enjoyable Christmas, I had three days off work the weeks of Christmas and New Year, so that was especially nice. Abby & Heidi enjoyed playing in the snow the few days it was here. They would be ready for more snow! Warren got a neat sweatshirt and boxer shorts from John for Christmas with "Edelman Beef" embroidered on them. Jackie had my name and I got a snowman, a snowman bowl and a snowman towel. All very nice. The highlight of Abby & Heidi's Christmas was the 4-wheeler they got for Christmas. They drudgingly went outside to do evening chores the Sunday before Christmas until they saw/heard Warren getting the 4-wheeler out of the shed and then things speeded up! It was a complete surprise for them. I hope I don't have to report too many broken bones, near misses etc. The girls are pretty much back into the school routine. Abby has been studying for a Chemistry test the past week. Yuck! I'll be glad when it is over - I haven't found the material to be too much fun to quiz on. They have started piano lessons with a new teacher and seem to be progressing well. Heidi dropped out of band, so the trumpet went back to the music shop. Warren continues to do farmer things. Nice to see the days getting longer already. 

Walt and Rose

Happy New Year from the Edelmans! We had a very Merry Christmas and now it's time to look forward to 2003. Wonder what all will transpire in the coming year. We are so thankful we can just take one day at a time. Don had my name and I got a lighted snowman and a plug in freshener. Walt got some socks and a gift certificate to Ned Kelleys from Keith. We were glad to see all who could make it to the Christmas dinner. I had carpal tunnel surgery on my right hand and everything went real well. Am thinking about getting the left hand done in March. Our auctions are picking up now, and looks like we could have a busy spring. Walt has been busy with maintenance at Daves, and spending quite a few evenings there when the store is closed. We're trying to appreciate all the time we get to spend with Jami, before her wedding. We've gotten in on a few showers for her and also for Nathan & Justine. Chad & Lori bought a home in Fairbury and are hoping to move in the last week in January. Dean is trying to stay warm out on the farm. So glad he stops in once in awhile. Walt Jr. started back to Heartland this week--school 3 days and Leman Builders 2 days. Lisa has a new position at State Farm. Is on the training program, which may give her a little challenge! She will do this for a year and then go back to her previous position. Russell is anxious to get back to work at Honegger Slats. He's needing money to pay for his new Jeep! And Jason is busy helping his Dad and trying to get enthused about his piano lessons. Grandma say she is doing okay. Still enjoying her chair , and still waiting for visitors! We're looking forward to all the company from out West. 

Juanita and Jim

Hello, I can't say nothing is new at our house the past two months. We are so happy for Jami and Adam. Their day is fapproachinghing. I'm hoping Diane has everything under control for the reception as we will be leaving for two weeks in Arizona on Jan 30th and won't be home until Tuesday before the wedding. Today we are leaving to go to Philadelphia for the week end. Our dear Laubaptized be baptised on Sunday. Our whole family except Justin and Vivian will be going. Lisa and Walt Jr. are also flying out with us. I know we will have a blessed week end. It was fun seeing the Walter aunts at the two showers held this past week. Jami has five more showers coming up. The Rasmus aunts are having a gift card shower for her next week,she has a work shower,personal shower,young group singing, and a shower in Conn. I hope she holds up at this busy time. Also trying to sell her house. Thanks Warren(Cindy) for my waffle iron and sausage. I've already used it. Jim received a gift cFamousate from Fameous Daves in Bloomington from Harvey.(we have already used that) Wasn't Christmas a busy but haphalfime! Now we are halp way through January so Spring can't be far off,right? Hope everyone stays well. 

Harvey and Margaret

Greetings from Bloomington - It is a coldddddd day here and snowy. I'm ready for Spring. We had a nice Christmas - everybody made it home. Even Joe with his crutches! I told him he got around about as good as his mother would. It was fun watching Eli - he is growing up so fast. Thanks again Jim K for the glazing ball. I have it hung out on the porch. Harvey got a sweater from Lynn. He can sure use it now. Harvey had Lynn's name. Thanks also Chuck for the smoked salmon - that was really good - Jim W for the cheese - and the berry stuff from Oregon. Harvey is now planning to retire the end of March. If he keeps moving the date I can keep him employed for the rest of the year maybe! Guess I will continue to work for a while if all goes as planned (Harvey cleaning house and doing laundry and COOKING!!!!) He seems to think he can find enough to do to stay busy. We do plan to go to Texas the first of March but have to hurry back for Nathan's wedding. Hope to see some of you at Jami's wedding in February. Hope all are over the flu. So far I have managed to escape it. Take care 

Kirk and Myra

Just cleaned up the kitchen after a late supper.  The girls have organ lessons on Monday nights.  Makes our evening zip by quite rapidly!  Our main focus this week is Brianne’s 8th birthday on Saturday.  We look forward to having a special party with Glenda and Kaitlin.  Courtney’s busy studying for a test.  She loves to have her Dad’s assistance.  Kendra has figured out where Grandma Walter keeps her goodies.  She’s a fun little girl to have around when she’ feeling good.  Unfortunately she still battles ear infection.  Kenton and Brent are into hunting.  They brave the cold temps and wander around the yard (and fields) with the “guns” (big sticks).  I’m busy tackling winter projects.  Which will come first?  End of list or end of winter!!

Brian and Kristin

Hello from Chicago.  Almost forgot to contribute ourselves.  Everyone is well here.  Had a busy Christmas season running back and forth to Bloomington.  Had a visit from Kristin’s cousins and their families the weekend after Christmas.  The ladies all went to the mall while the men babysat.  Not sure who got the better end of that deal.  We are very thankful that we have been able to escape the flu bug that has been going around.  So far, we’ve all been healthy this winter.  I just returned from a meeting in Phoenix.  While I was gone, Kristin and Eli enjoyed a visit from Grandma and Grandpa Walter.  They went out to lunch, then took a detour and visited Nathan and Justine at their new home.  Kristin got called for jury duty this week.  She was disappointed when, after getting chosen, the judge came in and said that the suit was just settled out of court.  She was looking forward to this experience.  She has to call in the rest of this week to see if she may get chosen again.  It appears that if she were chosen 1 day earlier, she would have had to sit on the trial for our outgoing governor’s chief of staff (expected to last 6-8 weeks!).  Just checked on Eli in his room.  It is hilarious to watch him “read” his books.  He likes to spend about ½ hour each night before bed sitting in his room “reading.”  Hopefully that will continue! 

NOTE:  Edits to the Walter calendar for 2003 are located on the next page . . . . . . . 
Please make the following changes to your calendar:

Jan. 10 
 add Lisa Kuenzi’s birthday

Mar. 7 
 correct spelling Terese Lillie

Apr. 23 
 add Keith Kuenzi’s birthday

May 4 
 add Bethany’s birthday (not May 6)

May 6 
 add Allison Kuenzi’s birthday

July 27 
 correct spelling Emilee Kaeb

Aug 4 
 add Lyle and Andrea Kuenzi’s anniversary

Sept 7 
 add Arienne Metzger’s birthday

Sept 10 
 add Ethan Kaeb’s birthday

