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Kirk and Myra

Happy Valentines Day everyone!  Would you believe I let the kids have a taste of the chocolate heart shaped cake I made for breakfast!  The Edelman couples go out for supper to celebrate this day.  We llok forward to a Jumers evening out.  Kirk and two of his brothers lugged in a “new” freezer to replace the old one of Uncle Rob’s that we inherited.  Kirk’s big focus this month (after hours of course) has been working in our basement.  He put doors on the fruit shelves to protect our hard work from flying objects.  Next is a few cabinets with our old green counter tops and a stove.  He has plans for his shower corner, too.  He’ll be ready for Spring and outdoor projects by the time this task is completed.  I have Kendra’s quilt out of the frames now.  My pricked fingers are enjoying a break.  Not sure where to go next – housecleaning or sewing projects!  Nothing much new with the kids.  Coughs, cold, and flu come and go.  They bundle up and go outside whenever possible.  Kendra will have a great time toddling around outside this Spring.  She endures the showsuit and boots and follows the kids around when the weather permits.  Best wishes to Jami and Adam.

Darren & Nora 

Monday morning. Since it's a holiday and there's no school today, our two big boys stayed overnight at their cousins. So the house is quieter this morning, and I have big ideas about all that I'm going to get done. It doesn't sound like our winter storm a couple of days ago was quite as bad as it was in Illinois. We did have to stay home Friday evening, and there was snow to move on Saturday, but it's been clear and cold and sunny ever since. The kids finally got to go sledding on Saturday (now that it's the middle of February!) We did a church rotation to Ft. Scott, KS, a week ago. While there we met a Fisher couple, who asked if I was related to Al Kuenzi. What would you say? Apparently he had stayed with them for a month or two about 25 years ago when he was in the area for a trucking job and ran out of money. He met someone in town who told him that he could get a free noon meal on Sunday at our church. I was hoping they meant Al & Elaine, but I soon figured out it was Alvin. Small world. Ashton and I were sick with stomach flu this month, otherwise the others have escaped all the bugs going around. Lincoln finally got all four of his two year molars in, so his runny nose has cleared up. And Rachel got her 4 month shots last week, so she was a little tender for a while. (13#, 24", she's kind of a little mite) It doesn't look like we're going to make it to Illinois for Jami or Nathan's weddings. Sorry to miss them, but we'll be thinking of you. We just heard of Fred Edelman's heart attack, and send our symapthy to Uncle Walt's and the rest of his relation. Happy Valentine's Day. I got flowers and quilt stands and frame. 

Joe and Suzanne

It's the 16th of the month, which usually means our Walter Gazette submission and mortgage payment are overdue.  Nothing too exciting this month, except that I'm walking without crutches.  I decided I was well enough to make a trip to Bloomington for work, though my body took a lot of abuse with all of the walking 

(and eating).  I was able to have dinner with Suzanne's parents one night at Alexanders.  Also got to meet the family (including Glenn & Shirley) at McDonalds for Grandma's birthday.  Somehow convinced Pete to buy my dinner (thanks Pete!), and LaRae has learned never to sit next to me at dinner.  It was good to spend time with Mom & Dad, even if the guest bedroom was only 17 degrees.  And Andrew was even willing to give up some time at the gym to have some pizza with his brother.  I arrived back in Atlanta the same time everyone else got here for the NBA All-Star game.  (And me without my baggy pants and 

dangly gold chains.)  Suzanne is getting ready for a trip to Chicago this week for a class.  She's hoping to spend an evening with Brian, Kristin, & Eli.  She's still selling cookies, though once again the rumors have started about her company being sold.  Could be good or could be bad, so there's no sense worrying 

over it yet.  Her schooling is still going well, though one of her assignments this week seems like it's grunt work for her teacher's side business.  She's also going to take the GMAT (because she just likes tests) next month as she is thinking about transferring to a different school.  Suzanne's Mom & Dad are coming down Friday for a couple weeks, so we'll put Fred to work with a few projects.  He's about ready to retire, so he can start building that piano we've always wanted.  We still haven't received any suggestions or photos for the 2004 Walter Calendar (well, other than get names and birthdays right!), so there may be some surprises come December!

Chuck and Karen

Here it is February already and after more than a week of sun and warmer weather, our bulbs are popping out of the ground and ready to bloom. Of course most of the trees are bare, but see buds on them and that is a sure sign of spring. It almost feels good. It does mean lots more work though, but the outdoors feels so good. Did hear from my sister Barb today and those in the midwest are pretty cold today, 5 degrees and windy. Chuck got all the lawns mowed last weekend and they look so good. Craig and Kristi bought another lot to build a home to sell and it had lots of oak trees on it that needed to be cleared out. Well, Chuck and his boys and son in law went over there and just finished splitting it all that was at our house. They think they have about 5 cords of split and stacked wood here and think that Chad took some to his place too. Last weekend had Craig and Kristi for his birthday along with my parents for my Moms birthday and some of the other kids and Craig was pretty impressed how much wood they got. Kristi got her license to be a contractor and is starting her business. The home is getting built right now. It is for sale, and she said she may have a buyer already. She still is working at graphic design job. Craig seems pretty well into his surveying job and I think that he is liking it better. The rain in the winter can't be just too nice, but at least they can work. I am still doing daycare for Austin three days a week, but when he has his 2nd birthday in a week, he is going to go to his daycare provider another day, so I will only have 2 days a week. That will be a lot easier for me. He definitely is getting easier to have around. His little glasses are so cute on him and he is doing real good about keeping them on. Calls them his "see betters" and also calls them his glasses. I put on my reading glasses to encourage him to keep his on. I've been encouraging Trisha to write and maybe she will this month. Kyle is into his long days again. Little Kiana sure is growing and more fun to have around now. She is 5 months old now, almost. Curt is into his AIT (Administrator In Training) program in Dallas now and moving right along. Seems to be doing real good, but then he takes things pretty serious. Right now he is into the CNA program along with the other training. Elizabeth continues to volunteer at the medical outreach program in Silverton, acting as an interpreter if necessary a couple days a week, otherwise is finishing her last correspondence class for credits to graduate. Megan and Chad keep pretty quiet while Megan is trying to get done with the sickies. She said yesterday that the last couple of days she is more nauseas again. She is almost 5 months now. Along with that she is having some trouble with blood clots too. Kara just landed her first real job for her program. Got word that a Dr. in Silverton was looking for an assistant and she got a call to apply and ended up getting the job. Started yesterday and will do her clinicals in April and May there and then full time in June after graduation. She is pretty happy about it and it is a very nice office. I do have some family birthdays that didn't get into the Walter calendar. Trisha Walter August 5 1981   Jesse Knobloch November 7, 2000   Lorena Walter November 16, 1999    Do I let Joe know or who? Jesse never has made it into the calendar. Hope this finds everyone healthy, and that Mom had a nice birthday on the 5th. 

John and Nancy

I guess the day after Valentine's day IS the 15th! Andrew showed up at 8am this morning, the original plan was to borrow our car and go to Chicago for the rest of the week-end. Fortunately, those plans changed. We saw a car pull in our drive at 8, but couldn't be certain it was him, it was covered with snow, and stuck. Finally the phone rang, and it was Andrew, wanting to know if his Dad was just going to watch out the window and laugh, or come help him!! John did go out and get the tractor and loader out and cleaned out the lane and the driveway to the garage, but think by now it is all blown shut again. I fixed breakfast, and after that it started to snow again, and one of Andrew's buddies in Pontiac called, wanting him to play in the snow, so he left. John is holding his recliner down, since it is so windy out. We went to the Saunemin Tap to celebrate Valentine's Day. They had a special, heart-shaped New York Strip steak, and pink cake for dessert. It was really good. I got flowers from John, need to see if Diane made up the bouquet. It is purple & pink, carnations, snapdragons, and 4 little white roses. Mom's birthday bouquet had 6 pink roses and seven little white roses in it. Diane put that one together, Glen thought the pink roses were predominant! By yesterday, it was looking sad. I went with Don, Shelby, and Grandma to pick up Shirley & Glen. Met them at St. Francis to see Edna for a little while, then went to Buffington's for chili. Kent was gone at a meeting, but Uncle Walt drove over. On the way home, Shelby was in the front between Don and U. Glen. She complained that she had a seat belt jabbing her on each side. A. Shirley graciously offered to trade places, and Shelby graciously replied---"you wouldn't fit!!". We've been enjoying bits and pieces of their visit to Illinois. Had Mom's birthday supper at McDonalds on the sixth and then cake and ice-cream on Saturday night at her house. When Glen first got here, he announced that he'd enjoy a one day blizzard while he was here. We had a "mini" blizzard Tuesday night, that he totally missed. John called me on his way home from Fairbury about 7pm that night and said he couldn't even see the bug shield on his pick-up and just "thought" he knew where he was, couldn't even see the center line of the road, and at our house, there was no snow, just howling wind. I assured him he would drive out of it. He did say later that he stopped and put his seat belt on, isn't that what you do before you even start the vehicle? So finally today, Glen is getting a better idea of a snowstorm, so far it can't be called a blizzard, I can still see the neighbors houses. We and the neighbors have a 7pm reservation for supper tonight before going to a 40th birthday party, but we may have to cancel. Have been to two showers for Jami and one for Justine & Nathan. Now it's almost time for Jami's wedding, and I haven't figured out what I'm going to wear. Cindy, the girls, and I were planning on going to Champaign today, shopping, but cancelled that. John is looking forward to making punch at Jami's reception and I get to dry dishes Ernie is keeping John busy. Has a few remodels going and a new duplex to finish. John's mom wants to re-do her main bathroom. John though that would be a good practice for what we need in our bathroom, a new tub/shower. I've been busy at Fairview. Took until the deadline to get W-2's done, software problems. 

Pete, LaRae and the J's 

Howdy! We are in the middle of a busy Saturday - that has turned into a real "snow day".  Jordan wonders why this blizzard couldn't have gotten here a day earlier like predicted  - so they could at least got out of school for a day.   And since Jared & Jordan's employment today is at Albert's chicken houses across the road - they can't even get out of that!   Most of our household was able to manage to get out this a.m. to the Pancake & Sausage breakfast in Forrest.  Pete has headed outside after lunch to begin pushing snow - reminds me of a little boy heading out to a newly filled sandbox with his toy dump truck and loader.  I am doing book work and our final packing this weekend for our Hawaiian trip - hope to be on the beach in a mere 3 days from now if all goes as planned!  Jared is happy to report he is now an official semi truck driver.  Scares me too!  Well, can't think of much else to report.  Talked with Jenna a couple times on the phone today as she is "snowed in" also and wants to stay that way for a while to be able to get some intense studying done for her upcoming tests.  We have enjoyed being with Glen & Shirley  -  don't know if they will like the idea of being "snowed in" for too long either!  Hope everyone is well... Bye for now!

Barb and Jim 

Its a chilly 40 degrees out this morning with showers! I wonder if our chances for any snow this winter are past. Jim and I want to go get our tax papers this morning and sign them electronically, then we may help Lyle and Andrea paint on their new rental house. We helped Saturday, and it makes one want to come home and fresher things up also, at least to "my" way of thinking! I have some cabbage, broc, and cauliflower plants growing in the house and need to slow them down a little! Have some really nice geraniums doing well in the green house, with just a little help from a heat lamp now and then on the coldest nights. I could make up my hanging baskets anytime now. As the calendar moves right along, I am thinking that I must force myself to get at more housecleaning! Have only done a few cupboards, ones that were missed last year! Jim spends a lot of time at Koreen and Kurts house which has the windows and doors in now and siding going on. He still has a swollen foot by evening from last months injury and we keep wondering if we should have it looked at again. We enjoyed our Valentine dinner out with Chuck's and Lynn's but missed having Glens with us! Jim brought me a bouquet of good smelling daphne from Koreens yard that day. ( I also have a bouquet of daffodils) Before Aaron left that evening he went out in the yard with a clippers and found a nice assortment of colorful "buds" to make a bouquet. Clinton babysat for Koreen and had 4 little valentines to entertain! One evening last week, just after we had gone to bed, Jim hopped out real fast when he saw spotlights going in our yard and noticed a sheriffs car. By the time he looked out on the road there were several more coming, and with our two dogs barking fiercely, sleep was over with for awhile! Here were all these lights searching over our fields and farm! One sheriff let us know that someone had eluded them and would we put our dogs in as they may bring one of theirs out!! This went on for over two hours before they gave up!! So I laid there and wondered"now do I want to be out walking by myself the next morning!" One sheriff left his "card" in the mailbox, saying thanks and all is well, so I did walk! Found out later that the evader was wanted for a traffic violation and didn't get caught. First thought that seemd a little minor but realize that sometimes these minor offences lead to something else. So much for our peaceful place in the country~~ Melissa is house sitting for about six weeks, the people left in their motorhome, not knowing for sure where all they would go. She had to take one of her charges, a cat, to the vet one day!! Hope she will see many of you this week-end at Jami's wedding, which she is looking forward to very much. Aaron and Stacie are keeping busy with their plans, working on invitations lists, registries, etc. Time doesn't stand still!! Hope all are well! 

Lyle and Andrea 

Wow has this last month flown by. Sorry to have missed last month, Andrea was very busy on a long term sub job at Silverton High School in their Ag Dept, and she let the time slip by. Finished up that job at the end of January, and have been working on a project for OSU and subbing so far this month. I keep busy some how, even when I am not working. I suppose the biggest news in our little family is our move out to the country. We will be renting Alan Kuenzi's farm house on Cascade Hwy. We are in the process of painting right now, it sure does freshen and brighten things up! We will officially be living there as of March 1st. Our new address is P.O. Box 1244, Silverton, Oregon 97381. We got a p.o. box because we have heard so many stories about mail theft out of mail boxes. (Our mailbox we have now is a locked one). Our phone number should stay to same. It will be nice to have a lot more room, we won't even begin to fill it all up, but I am sure with time it will get filled up soon enough. We are looking forward to our trip in May to Aaron and Stacie's wedding, and our extended trip to Ilinois and Iowa before the wedding. If all works out, god willing, we will leave about two weeks before the wedding and travel back to see some of you! It will be a good time for us to get away, Andrea to see the midwest, and Lyle to relax and not worry about farming, or at least not his farm! Not much else from this address, just continuing to try to understand God and what he is doing with my teaching and being content is what he has given us. Sometimes it is so easy to forget about the blessings of life that come everyday! Love to all. 

Harvey and Margaret

Greetings from Normal. It's Saturday morning, Feb 15 and thanks to the snow we get to spend the day at home. I got up this am and cleaned the driveway and the sidewalks and then came in to a nice big breakfast. I see it is snowing again. Sure glad I didn't sell the snowblower. Last evening I took my valentine out for dinner-went with the Gudeman's, then went to their house for blueberry pie. Enjoyed having Joe spend last week with us while he >worked in Bloomington. We now look forward to the wedding next weekend. If plans work out we intend to fly to Texas Friday night Feb 28 and come back March 15. Plan to spend a few days with Kevin in Dallas and then head to Zapota. Margaret is still keeping busy at ISU and trying to keep me working. She is afraid she will not be able to handle my retirement! Still not sure when I am going to quit-my boss keeps dangling the possibility of a "buyout" in front of me and says "just keep working for a few more months". Called Shirley this am at Grandma's and invited them down for the day and would you believe she turned me down! I got Margaret a Shark steam blaster for Christmas which has not yet been used so maybe today would be a good time to try it out. She's afraid it will take the wax and all off the floors. Couple of ladies at work have them and say they are great for cleaning just about everything. The other strong possibility for today since we are snow bound is an all afternoon nap. We're looking forward to picking Chris and Mary up Friday night at the airport and having them spend the night with us. Guess we better start calling around to see if we can get a Saturday morning breakfast organized. Well, don't know much news so will sign off. Hope all are well. 

Brian and Kristin

Not much going on up here in Chicago.  Sounds like everyone got snow but us.  Brian keeps wanting to take Eli sledding, but we need snow (and a sled).  Eli got to see his Aunt Suzanne last night.  She was able to spend some playtime with him and took us out for a nice dinner.  He didn’t want to go to bed.  He woke up this morning and came into the kitchen to see the cookies she left for him.  He used his new favorite word, “Wow.”  We are just glad to finally be healthy.  Brian started our latest round of cough/congestion.  I had two very sick boys on my hands a couple weekends ago.  Unfortunately, we had to miss Grandma’s birthday party.  Today Eli was finally able to go outside and play in his backyard.  We thought the temperature was never going to get above freezing.  He mainly just scoped out the place.  He found a small patch of snow and played in that.  His poor little hands were, “cold cold” – as his would say.  Looking forward to the wedding this Sunday.  Congrats Jami and Adam!

