WALTER GAZETTE          FEBRUARY 2002
JOHN & KARMIN-Hello from the Popkes'. It's about time we contributed to the Walter news. Just have to think back on what's been going on. We made it through the holidays, then the first part of January took a vacation to Florida. Poor Carson had to stay home, and by the end of the week this mom was ready to see him (although he didn't seem to care that he was left). We were glad we could meet Dad and Mom down there and enjoyed our time together. Trevor thought the pom-pom (palm) trees were pretty neat, along with Mickey Mouse, alligators, swimming, etc. 

Shayna thinks first grade is pretty fun. It's hard to believe it's half over already. I may have Trevor start at the preschool here. Hope it doesn't mess him up to badly to jump in during the middle of the year. I think a little exposure to a school setting might do him some good. He seems to be so bored the days I'm home with him. And Carson, well, he's doing fine. I keep thinking he should start crawling pretty soon, then I wonder why I want him to!! He's chewing around on everything again so I suppose he's working on some more teeth. 

Happy Birthday to Grandma, and all the February birthdays!


Lyle and Andrea: Hello, and sorry we missed last month. The last few months have been busy. Andrea is still working at the Student Leadership Center and Lyle is busy on the farm. Teaching is still the end goal for Andrea and I know that doors will be opened eventually. Patience is the key!! Lyle has been working on the berry field putting posts in as it has been actually dry and sunny for the last few days. The boys are getting ready for spring, and it is hard to believe that time of year is so near. We have a new animal in the horse barn, Andrea's horse Nikki, he is 30 years old, but still keeps up with Missy's horse Shaker. Missy and Andrea have given the morning chore duties to Lyle and very much appreciate it. I think that Lyle doesn't mind it too much, he always says horses aren't worth much, but I have found him sneaking carrots to all of them over the last few weeks. Nikki makes a good addition to the barn and gets along well with the other horses. We had 2 barn cats, but either Noah or Bear decided to eat one of them. We aren't sure which one got a hold of the little cat, but needless to say it found its burial site in the manure pile. We still have one though that keeps the horses company!! Maybe we will have better luck next time! We had some snow a few weeks back, and it was fun to play in it. Lyle gave snowmobile rides to all the family and rode the countryside for a few days with it. It has been a busy time, but we always think of you all back in Iowa and Illinois and hope some day to make it out there. Until next month take care.... 

Barb and Jim: Marilyn and I had our walk this morning, beautiful but cool!  Snowcapped mountains are showing off beautifully, and farmer boys are anxious for the ground to dry up a little so that they can farm!  (probably spread fertilizer, at this point)

     Jim and I took Kathryn and Ivan to the airport yesterday, doesn't take long when they get dropped off at the curb and we go on our way.  We enjoyed their stay and they seemed to also.  Mom must have had good comfortable help when she had "Tootsie" for a maid!

On the way home I picked up some bright primroses at a garden store and hope to put them in containers for a little cheer at the front door.

     Tomorrow morning Jim and I plan to fly to Phoenix and meet Darren and Nora to spend a few days with them and then go with them to Prescott church.  Our plans are to see the Grand Canyon.  Thirty-nine years ago it was very clear and nice this time of the year.  We celebrated our anniversary by eating out with Clarence and Connie, and they also invited Merle and Sharon.  It was a very nice evening:  As we left the table,   Merle said "I don't know where 3 hours went".  

     Melissa is house-cat sitting again for the whole month of February, possibly longer if they give her a call and extend their motor-home vacation.  She has been having some furnace trouble,, so after Jim changed a "nozzle" and it soon acted up again, she has been calling the furnace man.  

     Clinton, I assume, is busy studying and busy doing everything else there is to do at school!  He looks for leftovers in the "frig" when it is time to go back on Sunday evenings.  Sounds like the mothers of his roommates do better then Clinton's Mom does, with sending food.

     Aaron is still commuting and obviously thinking living in an apartment closer to work would be the answer to his independency!  So this old farm house can feel quite "hollow" at times, with just two senior citizens rattling around in it!

     We had a beautiful snow the last week-end of January and I couldn't resist going out and pulling grandkids on the sled for a short while.  Appreciated Lyle coming to our rescue with the 4-wheeler as it didn't take long for me to be "winded".  From that, we graduated to the snowmobile, and even I was "encouraged" to go for a ride.  That evening the moon came out and it was spectacular to have it shining on the snow.  Lyle, Andrea, Nelson, Lisa, Melissa, and a few others went sledding on the hill behind Lynn's house, with a bon fire and hot chocolate, in the moonlight.  Now, I have garden seeds ordered, anticipating spring.

     Its time for me to get some Valentines out to the "little ones" .  Hope everyone gets remembered, in their own special way!

GLEN & SHIRLEY: Haven’t heard that our editor is “on strike” yet, so I’ll try to make our contribution this morning, before we leave for our Meals Route.  Glen just took his tax papers to Lynn.  We sure are spoiled having him do this ‘brain work” for us.  Hope Glen gets home soon as we have some errands like taking our “recycle” in and banking, yet I hope he gives me time to get this written.  I’ve been digging through old boxes this morning trying to find those old beautiful flattering valentines I’ve saved through the years-and I’m so frustrated was to where did I put them?  I have one more day left to put together this on special valentine I want to make!  Oh well.  Last night Jim’s, Lynn’s and us went out to Marie Callendar’s for a delicious Valentine Dinner—with Ivan & Kathryn.  Missed Chuck and Karen.  We’ve had quite a few special meals out while Ivan and Kathryn have been here.  Jim and Barb are taking them back to the airport today.


Well, we have a tiny Joanna Rae since February 6th.  Lisa seems to be doing great as does Joanna.  Has lots of dark hair.  Some of the family acted surprised that I still got so excited over “number 22”.  But she’s just as special as each one of the others.  Jonathan took time off work to help.

 Glenda had an outing last week when she went to Sun River for a few days with her cousin Richelle and friend Brenda.  It’s a vacation spot near Bend.  Matthew spent Saturday night doing “homework” at our dining room table.  Does that tell you something like “college isn’t all fun”?  He hardly knows who to help, sometimes on Saturdays.  Last Saturday it was David who needed help getting a trailer home from his father-in-law.  Douglas and Peter spent Saturday morning here pruning tress for Glen.  Glen’s been doctoring a shoulder.  Had physical therapy for 3 weeks and now is scheduled for a EMG at Salem Rehab (checking the nerves).  Seems everything you want to do, it involves your arm or shoulder.  It’s better than it was.  He’s pretty faithful with his daily exercises.  We had overnight guests a few nights when Jonathan and Lisa’s (the first night the baby was home) and Peter and Wendy’s electricity was out from the freak storm that hit their area.  Lisa said it was like an Illinois blizzard.  It blew and snowed so hard they could hardly see to drive over here.  Trees blew down and thousands without lights.  Jonathan’s came on the next day, but Peter’s was out 3 days.


Luke and Darren both start swimming lessons this morning.  I wonder if they’ll be scared little pre-schoolers.  Glen and I have tickets to visit Grandma in April.  Looks like we Oregonians are taking turns!


Happy Valentine’s Day Belated.

Mark & Karie:  It’s Sunday evening and we just got done celebrating Dean’s 28th and Chance’s 7th birthday.  We had home made pizza, salad, and ice cream & cake.  Can’t believe Chance is 7 already.  The time has just flown.  It seems like he should still be a little guy!  Mark has been working on our basement trying to add a bathroom during his spare time (what’s that!), in between work, classes, and auctions.  I just need to pray for patience because with Mark not having much time, it will take a while.  He did take off the sale Saturday, though, and he and Walt Jr. worked long hours on it.  But there’s still much to do.  

     Tori is happy that story time at the library started again.  She really enjoys going and seeing Aunt Marlene and all the other kids.  We’re still hoping for one big snow so the kids can make a snowman!   Happy Valentines Day Everyone!

Walt & Rose:  I’m having a quiet Friday Evening with only Walt Jr. home.  He’s trying to think up a speech about auctions for his Monday class.  Thinks its awful to sit here for hours and come up with nothing, but I informed him its just like me trying to think of something interesting to write in the Walter news!!  Dean celebrated his birthday today.  Came home from work with a balloon and candy, and a bouquet with a balloon.  Hasn’t figured out who they’re from yet. Lisa called from Kentucky about 5 o’clock.  They are still having a good time. Lori went shopping in Pontiac for a few last minute items for her weekend trip to Kansas.  Russell and Shawn Z. went to Bloomington to “shop”.  Jason is at Mike & Hollys playing with her kids while Mike is at work.  And Walt is at Tom Steidingers for a Ft. Sam Reunion meeting.  I’m about ready for a shower and then to put my feet up and relax.     

     We enjoyed Chuck & Karens short visit to Fairbury, especially the Wednesday evening visit after church.  I could use another piece of smoked fish anytime!  Now we’re looking forward to seeing Marilyn and Karie.

Lynn, Marilyn and Family


This winter is going so fast I don't think we are going to get all the little projects done that we wanted to do before spring arrives!  We have had a beautiful week here with temperatures in the 60's today and the mountains so clear.  We had a nice drive today to a Mennonite quilt show toward Portland from us...we actually needed outside air and the fan going!  Saw some beautiful quilts and demonstrations and Marilyn came back with some information.  The best was their lunch of hamburger/bean soup in a bread bowl.  We stopped at a nursery and bought some primroses for 50 cents each.  When we arrived home Kari was mowing the lawn.


Sure enjoyed Uncle Ivan and Aunt Kathryn's visit.  We told them when they went home they could tell people that they had been to Haiti since they helped us with so many fixit jobs!


Marilyn and Kari plan to be in the Fairbury area March 26 - April 2 and Kimberly to San Diego with the Silverton Single Group for a long weekend over March 23/24, Lord willing.


We delivered flowers again on Valentine's Day for our neighbor who is a florist..we had 25 bouquets to deliver.  We get to quite a few parts of Salem that are new to us!


'Bout time some of you make summer vacation plans to Oregon...call us!

John & Nancy: Haven't heard if Michelle has been flooded with responses to her plea for a new editor or not, its being considered, but with an interim administrator at Fairview, I've got quite a lot to do right now. We'll keep considering! 

We leave Saturday morning for a trip to Charleston, IL with John's sister Norma and her husband Chuck. They have a daughter that works at Sara Bush Lincoln Hospital there and we are going to visit. I'm going to try to forget all the things that we(I) have to do to get ready for the FVH board meeting Monday night! 

Ernie is in Haiti, so John's supposed to keep that crew going. Think everything is going smoothly there. Has been working at John & LaVonne Teubels some. Has his grain drill in the shop at his brother-in-laws, it needs a little repair work before it's ready for the next wheat crop. Did get the boys 2 4x8 tables cut in half and now have 4 shelves along two walls of the basement covered with Ertyl farm toys and buildings. Makes a little more room in the basement, hopefully enough to get me motivated to straighten things up down there and get a little more organized. 

Kyle's dreamboat vanished, waited too long to check it out, and someone else bought it. But I found another fishing boat that he's looked at, not sure if he's really wanting to buy one or not. It is time to start thinking about fishing. 

Andrew said he wants us to go to Champaign in March when he and a friend find an apartment to live in next fall...I haven't even found a place to host a graduation party yet! He's planning on going to Parkland Junior College for firefighting. Think he took today off from school to go to the state championship wrestling meet. The friend that he is going to California with over spring break was in the finals. 

I did get Christmas presents from Glen...a cinnamon roll candle, $100.00 bills to blow my nose in, and a night light plate with a barn and old John Deere tractor on it. Thanks! Pete had John's name and got him authentic looking hill billy teeth, white socks, and a saw. Thanks, the teeth are hidden in a drawer. 

We took pizza and our old computer to Kirk & Myra's tonight. Hope it provides some entertainment for the kids, won't take them too long to figure out they didn't get much...even tho three of them were working on it when we left!

Jim & Juanita----I've been busy working with the Dollar General store since we returned from our Florida trip.  We enjoyed really nice weather down south--returned late last Friday night. The store should open Thursday, so our work should be about done as we await rent checks to make the building payment.  Juanita has been busy getting caught up at Dickey's, as well as getting our own book work done.  I'm trying to follow Doctors' orders, taking ToProl to stop the "fluttering" and Coumodin to thin my blood.  So far I think I'm doing better---see the Doctor again in about two months. (Do I sound like an old person, talking about aches and pains?).  Our singing group went singing tonight--had a Blessed evening and sure hope we were an encouragement to those we visited.  I'm trying to talk myself into getting right with it tomorrow and put up the new mirror/lights in the lower bathroom. We're making plans to go to Maui for a week.

 This morning I called Charles Willig to see if Ben and I could visit them awhile on Mar. 30.  Jennine said I should send our itinerary  , they could maybe meet us at the train station---would be willing to show us some of the "old place".  Love and Greetings to all!

