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Arlene and Brian

Our summer has been filled with lots of fun activities. The weather has been great for playing outside! Brian celebrated his birthday in June and we also snuck away for a night for our 12th anniversary while Melissa stayed with the kids. We had our annual neighborhood Fourth of July parade and visit from firefighters on their new fire engine. As usual, my birthday was celebrated over several days! Now that I'm older, once would be enough! Tyler and Garrett took swim lessons. Tyler did great and the typical Garrett didn't participate very well. He might have to take another session this winter. We took a short vacation to Wildlife Safari and the southern Oregon Coast and also recently got back from a week in Whistler, B.C. Tyler proved to us that he is ready for a bigger bike with gears and hand brakes, Garrett enjoyed the hikes and Sydney learned that when the stroller stopped, it's time to get out! I'm anxious to go school supply shopping tomorrow and we seem to be ready for a change in our routine. But, it might take several days of rain to get us out of our "beach party" lifestyle! Sydney is attempting to find her balance and stand alone. I don't even want to encourage her to walk by getting the push toy out of the attic for her! Brian left for Norway this afternoon after painting the trim on our house yesterday. I'm canning beans and waiting for ripe tomatoes to make salsa. 

Gary and Paula

Hope everyone is enjoying their summer.  Seems like we’re busy every minute, but many of those times have been fun.  Now that we don’t have visitors to entertain we’re busy entertaining Victorio Strainers, pressure canners, etc.  Thanks to the generousity of some around us, apples were plentiful this year.  Had a great saucing day with Molly.  We were pretty pleased to finish the day with around 93 qt.  Then, thanks to the abundance of apples, my dear husband thought it wouldn’t hurt to do a few more just in case next year there wouldn’t be so much!  Didn’t sound too appealing, but we did do a couple more buckets that Saturday and he was a wonderful help.  It’s kind of depressing to see school supplies advertised already.  My kids still think they’d rather be homeschooled, so I think they need a few more jobs around here and school will look appealing again.  We received your announcement today, Lori.  It’s beautiful – thanks for remembering us.  Congratulations Curt and Elizabeth!

Darren and Nora (August)
We’re glad for some rain this month, even if it means the lawn and weeds grow very fast.  The crops look decent enough, except for some corn on light ground.  We did get our oats & wheat combined.  Those were something new for us.  I’m anxious to see how much it lightens our fall harvest load.  Got sweetcorn and peaches done, now we’re waiting for the tomatoes to get ripe.  Otherwise we spent time at OB doctor appointments, annual dentist visits (all clear!) and an orthodontic consult for Travis with his underbite.  Darren made a quick driving trip to the conference in Rockville, 23 hours one way.  Better he and 3 men, than he and a wife and 3 kids!  Ashton and Travis have started sleeping in the basement bedroom and like it real well after being not so sure at first.  Three boys worked okay in the bedroom on the main floor, but we weren’t sure about 4.  Lincoln had his 2nd birthday August 3rd.  He’s really trying to keep up with #1 and #2.  This should be an interesting winter.  We may see the Walters next month—I’m feeling pretty good!

Glen and Shirley

August already – Fall is in the air out here in Oregon, especially with these cool mornings and evenings –and the harvested fields.  Shall Glen and I (being the oldest of the Helen Walter siblings) tell you that the older we get the faster time goes!  Sorry!  We are still trying to keep up, tho.  We’re looking forward to seeing Curt and Elizabeth this weekend, the we’ll be turning our thoughts towards Lori and Chad.  Wishing everyone all the happiness they are so deserving of.  Jonathan and Lisa, Thomas and Joanna are visiting her parents in Illinois about 10 days.  I’m hoping they get to see at least a few of their Walter relatives.  Glen’s getting a few “worries” scratched off his list.  His boys got our house spray painted yesterday for 1.  It seemed such a big job to us two old people!!  On Thursday evening they power washed it, on Friday evening they taped windows and doors and on Saturday it turned a pretty light gray instead of being beige.  Now, hopefully Glen and I can take our time painting the trim white, with help again for the high parts.  Another worry off his list, I found a book he’s been searching the house for in our car this p.m.  Wonder how soon he’ll replenish his worry list??  Know it will be a big relief if the MRI he’s scheduled for this week shows his head is A-1 shape!  We are hoping the dizzy spells he had recently was a form of inner ear problems.  Glen and I are invited to Bob and Linda’s this evening for a potluck in honor of Gerry and Helen Sue Bayston.  We haven’t seen her for years.  Wonder if we’ll know each other.  Matthew is still trying to clean grass seed of few hours a few evenings a week, after work.  He finished the picnic table he made for Peter and Wendy.  We are appreciating the one he made for us.  Glenda’s settled back in her home again.  I’m sure she’d be willing to move back in with Dad & Mom again, if any of you would be interested in a “vacation home” while visiting Oregon.  Last week we had a tuna canning party at our house.  I’d never canned tuna, but the younger generation got it going.  Peter brought fresh tuna from an acquaintance he has.  We’ve been told it tastes a “lot better” than store bought!!  All for now.  Hurry and enjoy the summer.

Virgil and Katrina
Dear Walters,  Enjoyed our trip to Ohio and are anzious to get to know Elizabeth better.  Was great to see so many Walter’s and enjoyed saying with them Sunday evening at the motel.  John, sounds like maybe you caought the same bug as Virgil.  Now we are looking forward to our trip to Oregon.  Hopefully our active children aren’t too much for Grandpa & Grandma Walter.  Virgil has been working on our front proch.  We are hoping by the time Uncle Lynn’s come through it’ll be on.  Have just a little siding to hand and the outside of our house will be done.  Next spring we can worry about landscaping.  The kids are still busy and growing.  They enjoy the company we get and are good travellers.  Congratulations, Lori!  We hope to make it to Fairbury for your special day.

Chuck and Karen 

I am almost too late, but am going to give it a try anyhow.   Needless to say, we have had a very busy summer and hardly can believe that the summer is nearly over.  Schools start in two weeks.  Kara went

to Chemeketa to talk to her counselor today and she ended up registering for classes.  She is so glad to have that done and now just has to pay her bill within 4 working days.  She is going into the medical assisting

program and I think that would be very interesting.   First and foremost we want to thank everyone for the family support over Curt and Elizabeths wedding in Mansfield, Ohio.  It was a very nice and blessed day for our family and hope you that went feel the same way.   I just want to thank everyone again for making our day very special.  I heard that the church there was pretty surprised to see how many Walters came out for the wedding.  Yes, it was a rather warm day and that is so hard for me to take, but we survived.  We had a reception here in our front yard on Saturday night and would guess that we had about 250 or so people come through.  Again such nice support and is so encouraging and so humbling.  Curt and Elizabeth are settling in now in Salem right on Lancaster at the north end.  They will live less than a half mile from Kyle and Trisha.  They have an upstairs apartment and is pretty cute and newer.  Don't know how long they will stay there, but at least a start.  Kyle and Trisha bought a one story home in the same subdivision they

are in now, and hope to move this weekend.  She is busy packing and they hope to get the key in the next day or two.  Want to do some painting, but otherwise, can redecorate as they can.  Katrina and Virgil and kids plan on getting here on Wednesday of this week and be here about 12 days.  Looking forward to playing (?) with the kids and of course there will be a certain amount of work to go along with that.  Chuck is planning on a coast trip next Monday I think and maybe do some crabbing.  Grandma and Katrina will entertain kids on the beach.  Fun!@!!!!!!   Craig is still plugging away at his house and doing some final

things.  This weekend he plans on ditching and putting in water lines and sprinklers.  After that they want to seed their lawn down.   Matt was gone this past weekend scouting a hunting place for LaborDay weekend with the Brockamp men folk.  They drove about 6 hours east and saw lots of 'bucks' and now have the 'fever'.  Kristen and Austin spent some time here 'helping' me.  Chad and Megan are busy helping people.  They have a lot of company and entertain.   Don't think they have any big projects right now.  They

are helping their brothers setting up their homes.  Chuck has been a good helper this summer keeping up the place around here. That means that he hasn't gone fishing very much.  At the dinner table tonight he was trying to encourage Kara to go fishing with him.  It is getting harder for him to resist now that some big events are behind.  Tomorrow night is Pratum Co-op BBQ with about 300-400 people coming.  WE

are going shopping in the morning to get supplies.  Got all the pop last week.   Well, that is about it for this month.  Hoping this finds all healthy. 
Suzanne and Joe (and Andrew) 

Suzanne is in Dallas when this is due, so you're stuck with my writing this month. After she reads it, I probably won't get to write again. Andrew is staying with us for a while, at least until the Cubs offer him a job. Mom and Dad might actually get to eat some of their leftovers now that there's not someone around to clean out the fridge for them. Suzanne and Kevin went to see the White Sox play the Texas Rangers the other night - I'm trying to figure out how I can get a job where I get to watch baseball. In the last year she's seen games in Atlanta, Chicago, Tampa, and now Texas. And she doesn't even LIKE baseball. Of course her company isn't as profitable this year, so everyone is going to have to start eating more Famous Amos cookies. Suzanne is working on her MBA, and so far is keeping her A average. I'm impressed - especially since I haven't been much help. I did go to one class for her while she was out of town - I'd like to think the class liked me because of my charming personality and good looks, but it was probably more to do with the cookies she made me take. Andrew and I went to the Mario Andretti Speed Lab (really, just fancy go-karts) over the weekend with Jim Cleary. He was down here for a summer internship with Holder Construction. They built the Georgia Dome and a bunch of State Farm buildings in Bloomington. Jim was heading to Costa Rica for a week to visit his brother, then making the drive back to Illinois in time for school to start at U of I. He saw more of Atlanta in the few weeks he was here than Suzanne and I have seen in 5 years. I at least got to show him and Andrew the Big Chicken, and it was everything they imagined. We're having our house painted this summer - no one here really wanted to stand on a big ladder. Once that gets done, I'm hoping I can convince Andrew to help me screen in our patio. Maybe all that experience he got working at H&W is going to pay off. There are supposed to be some big announcements coming at State Farm in the next few months - though I'm not sure they are going to give me an early retirement package. My rumor hotline still thinks he's going to retire here pretty soon, so I'm going to have to start getting the scoop from somewhere else. Da Bears are going to be in town next month, and I think we're going to see them play. Of course, this year their home games are ONLY a 10 hour drive from here, and with an extra driver around ... 

Kurt and Koreen 

We are enjoying a beautiful 85 degree day after our heat wave the last couple days. Yes, there are days in Oregon when you do need air-conditioning! We don't have it in our home and it was very hard to keep things cool. The kids and I, mom, and Melissa, escaped the heat yesterday and went to the beach. Left on a short notice and got to the beach and realized I should have packed sweatshirts! It was 30 degrees cooler than at home! Thank goodness for bargains at the outlet mall! Summer is coming to a close and we are anxious for Kurt's busy season to be over. He thinks they have about 3 more weeks of bean harvest. He has been putting in 60 to 70 hour weeks since the beginning of July, so that is about all he's been up to lately. So thankful that he is feeling good and able to be going strong! I watch Alyssia 3 or 4 days a week. Marty drops her off at 6:30 and picks her up around 4:00. The kids have a lot of fun together, but can fight like siblings also! Think we have all of Lydianne's school supplies. Need to go through clothes yet before we go shopping again. Adrienne will be starting Sunday School and is very excited for that. Now is when others will find out just how much jabbering she can do! Jacob has passed Adrienne up in size. He is going through clothes sizes much quicker than the girls did! Hayden is still a lot of fun. Has 3 teeth in and is getting into trouble by scooting and rolling all over and getting into his sibling's things. Time to watch out for the little toys that he can put in his mouth. At 8 months he is sleeping real good for me, from 9:30 to 7:30. So now I can't blame him for my lack of sleep!! We are in the final stages on our house plans. It is both exciting and scary to think we may actually be starting this big project in a few weeks! It has been a dream for so long! It has been a fun summer with all of the wedding activity. Congratulations to each of you! 

John and Nancy  

Got John fed and off to some meeting on the government program, so I'll get our letter written before I raid Steve S.'s corn patch to see if I can find enough sweet corn for Lynn & Marilyn's dinner tomorrow.  Hope I get the right patch!!    Looking forward to a family hamburger fry tomorrow night.  We've kept busy again the past month.  Spend one night at Rose's with Lori, while she did wedding invitations.  Seems like we all have a "Lori" thing going!!  The highlight was gettting ready for then going to Mansfield to Curt & Elizabeth's wedding.  Cindy & the girls, John & I and we borrowed Shelby, left on Thursday for Indiana Dunes State Park in Indiana, where the ladies put on swimsuits and sunscreen and played in Lake Michigan.  We only climbed one dune, and I had to hang on to John's belt to make it up that one!!  Those without sandles got very hot feet on the way down.  We stayed all night in New Haven, Bob & Kathy took time out of their busy schedule and fixed supper for us.  They seem to be doing fine and are adding a third bay to the garage and a few extra feet on to the boy's second story bedroom.  Friday morning we went to the Fort Wayne Children's zoo.  That was fun.  Abby thought the giraffe looked like it had baked too long.  We got to Mansfield in the evening and the Webels' helped us all out by finding a restaurant that could accommodate all of us for supper and then again at Breakfast.  Kid's were happiest in the pool.  On Sunday we got to enjoy the wedding and reception, and again the Webels hosted a pizza party.  Then, back to the pool.  Monday AM we headed for Niagara Falls and made a quick tour, had lunch, went to the Omni Theater and watched a movie of Niagara then met Lynn''s and Ivan's about 6:30, found a place to park, and walked back over into Canada to see the falls with them and see it lit up at night.  That was fun.  Had a very late supper with tired kids, got back to a motel with no air-conditioning in one room, so they found us another one, and by 8am we were ready to start home.  John got sick after we had breakfast and drove about 100 miles, and some of us were disappointed that he wasn't sick enough so that we could hole up in another motel and extend our vacation!!  Didn't get home until about 10pm.  Then it was back to work.

John's been doing little remodel projects at work.  I am still trying to close out the year end and am about to my wits end.  All the thoughts of how to make my job go more smoothly need to be implemented somehow.  Haven't seen much of Kyle, know he's still working.  Andrew moves to Champaign next week.  Let us know we need to beg a trailer from the Edelman's in order to accomplish that.  So we're planning to take next Thursday off and do that.  Grandma Martha loves to clean, and is ready to help, so she is going to 

go too, and Maybe Aunt Nancy Haag.  I have been making a pile of stuff that needs to go and trying to think of all the little things that a person needs when they live in an apartment.  Looking forward to the Edelman wedding.

Phil and Kay

Hello to everyone!  It’s been a nice and fun summer here. We’ve been on two hikes since Phil bought a Best Hikes For Children book.  One was Latourelle Falls in the Gorge area and one was Drift Creek Falls near the coast.  We hope to try another hike this month if our plans work out to go to Oregon Caves with Dad, Mom and Glenda the last of August.  It was good to see many Midwest friends and family this summer.  Phil’s Dad visited for 12 days.  Our most recent visitors we’ve enjoyed seeing were Mom’s cousins Glen, Holly and family and Helen and Jerry.  Other than that, we’ve had strawberry and blueberry picking parties and applesauce and bean canning parties, some of which continue…  Since I got the Walter cookbook, we’ve used Aunt Cindy’s pork chop seasoning recipe a couple times.  Delicious!  Jared, Nicholas and Luke completed another set of swim lessons.  It was especially fun to have Koreen and kids there at the same time.  We hope everyone is enjoying the last month of summer!

Jim and Barb 

I have a dustrag at my elbow but decided I better take time and get this off since yesterday was the 15th! Nice cool morning which we appreciate after the scorcher this week! Salem was to have hit 104, and that is hot!! Sure thought of Marilyn's swimming pool which "isn't" anymore! I am sure Kari's flowers are glad to see her home. We managed to keep them alive and hopefully with some fertilizer and TLC they will soon look good again. Kari was locked out of her own house when she got home(someone had the key in their pocket, instead of in its hiding place!) so Jim helped her find a window that was left open and she could crawl through!! Two days ago, our boys officially finished combining!! The last ten days were spent doing custom work and it seemed to draaaag out. As long as the combines were going it seemed Jim didn't get much time off. Since then he has been trying to finish painting the trim on the house( we had painted the rest before harvest) but it seems he comes in handy so often with farm jobs. Its nice to see the marionberries all trained up for next year but we miss having a steady diet of raspberries and marionberries fresh everyday. Seemed like a good crew was here to train up the berries and they moved quickly through them. The grass seed cleaners is running whenever possible. Melissa has spent some time in it as well as Matthew and also another nephew, and Clinton. Yesterday Lyle was in it and let Clinton go to the field and chop straw. We enjoyed having Glen and Holly Steidinger with their family spend two week-ends with us. Hope they had a good time. Some of their travels were detoured from the forest fires. And it was chilly while they were here--we had a potluck in our garage for them, and we sat around with sweaters and still shivered!! This week was enjoyable with Helen and Jerry Bayston around a few days. Jim and I took them on a drive to the Detroit area and hiked a trail along Sahalie Falls up in the mountains. From here they were driving to SanFranciso to visit a nephew and family who had interesting sights planned for them to see. I have canned all the beans we need and still have them producing nicely so have been giving them away. The little grape tomatoes are doing super also and the bigger ones are just starting to ripen. Yesterday I got some peaches so will need to can them at least by tomorrow. Clinton doesn't think I have been doing as much canning this summer and he is a little worried!! No such thing as teen-agers in our home anymore! Jim, Melissa, Clinton and I went to a Thai restaurant in Silverton for Clinton's 20th birthday, then we had ice cream and cake after we got home. A late evening since he didn't come in from combining until 7:00 p.m. Nelson and Lisa are gone on a camping trip a few days. Lyle and Andrea went to the coast at the beginning of the week. Everyone was anxious for a "break". Not sure when Clinton will do something---he's not interested in anything Mom and Dad suggest!! Koreen and the kids, Melissa and I went to the beach one day this week. Packed a picnic lunch, ate it on the sand and let the kids play in the water. Alyssia was with us too so I think they had a good time. It was very "last minute" but turned out to be a nice day for all of us. Even Hayden did well, taking his nap on a blanket on the sand. Aaron is still staying in Clintons rental at school so we only see him on week-ends. He worked on our landscaping recently, tearing out some older shrubs and putting in some new ideas, and also some more new lawn. He can make short work out of what looks like a big job to these old folks!! Melissa enjoyed her week-end in Ohio very much. She is house(cat)sitting now again and has always found plenty of work to pick up even tho she"s "not working!" Hope to see many of you at Lori's wedding shortly since Jim and I have plans to come to Fairbury for a week.

Jim and Juanita

We have had a busy last month. Enjoyed our trip to Mansfield Ohio. It was fun being with the Walter's at the motel. I also bought a new comforter for our bed at TJMaxs that I love while out there. Found some sheets and pillowcases to match in the Blmgt store. Now I just need the pillow shams. Rosie and Walt have just about found all of the tablecloths we need for the reception table. I'm going to pass out job cards tonight at the Walter's get together at North Park with Lynn,Marilyn and family. I'm looking forward to Tuesdays all church shower for Lori and Chad. We had a fun time with Lauren,Emily and David last week. Went to Chicago and saw the Titanic display at the museum on Tuesday.On Friday went out to pizza at Grady's in Bloomington with Jami. Then she took the kids thru the amusement rides there. David said"How come of all the times we have come to see you, you just now found this fun place" Looks like it was a hit! We plan on going out to Iowa to see my sister Ethel for a few days next week, then have a trip to N.C. in Sept. Were did the summer go? Have a good month. 

Warren and Cindy 

Where has the summer gone? I think it came and went the fastest ever this year!! The girls are back in school, Abby intoJr.High and Heidi a 5th grader. So far they are happy with their teachers and schedules. I am too, except for the 6:48 a.m. bus time. How would we ever get ready on time if we had to milk cows before school? We (Abby, Heidi, Shelby and myself) had a great time on our vacation with John & Nancy. We spent an afternoon at the Indiana Dune's and in Lake Michigan, on to Ohio for Curt & Elizabeth's wedding, and on to Niagara Falls. We have lots of fun time memories. Warren stayed home to harvest oats and bale straw. I think he's almost getting self sufficient - he did laundry this time while we were gone!! The rain has really greened things up here. I had to mow my garden so that I could find my onions and potatoes. Tomatoes are just starting, so I am looking forward to trying Mrs. Wages Salsa recipe. I made a batch of sweet pickles and a batch of dill pickles last night. Otherwise, I haven't done much "preserving" this year. We are enjoying Lori & Chad's engagement time and getting in on some of the wedding plan making! Fun to be able to be an observer!! 

Lyle and Andrea 

Greetings, I hope all is well with everyone else, we have had such a busy summer. Harvest is winding down and we are starting to think about "fall" work to do. I can't believe summer is almost over. Lyle has made some time in the last week to tend to the yard and go to the beach for a few days. It was a nice relaxing break for both of us. Not much else is going on in this household, state fair is this next week and I will be busy with that. As I didn't get my Newberg job back, I will probably end up doing some substitute teaching this year as education in Oregon is in real trouble with the budget and all. I know something will work out maybe just not exactly when I want it to. Anyways, better run, take care all.... 

Harvey and Margaret

Greetings from Normal. Well we have been in our new home for over a month now and several family members say it feels like home already so I guess that is good. The front yard is sodded and looks good (lot better than the water bill) Back yard is seeded and is coming along slowly. Margaret has been doing a great job of getting stuff put away. Enjoyed the wedding in Mansfield and visiting with Marilyn's back in  Illinois. Haven't heard much from Atlanta but we're kind of hoping someone comes to visit us over Labor

day in addition to Kevin. It's Tuesday night and 5:30 and no supper yet and Margaret is going to a shower in Fairbury so I better sign off. Kristin and Brian have been doing a great job in doing their part in keeping Eli and Grampa acquainted! I even got to show him off at work last Friday. Hope all are well and everyone ready to go back to school!

Brian and Kristin

You would think as editors, we wouldn’t be so shocked when the due date for the Gazette comes around.  Brian started back to his long days with the area schools back in session.  We didn’t seem to get many things checked off of our “to do” list this summer.  I guess having Eli around kept us pretty distracted.  Brian and I didn’t want to be weeding the flowers, organizing closets, or hanging pictures when we could be going to the zoo, taking walks around town, and learning new tricks like making noises with our fingers in our mouth and scooting across the floor.  Elijah has been the source of many many smiles.  We are truly blessed to have such a healthy and happy “little” guy.  We were told last weekend that Hayden still has Eli on size but Eli wins the race on hair.  Grandpa Walter got some visitors at work last Friday.  He sure loved showing everyone his grandson.  It was great to see Uncle Lynn and Aunt Marilyn’s at the cookout.   Brian and I are glad we are close enough that we can make it to some of the Walter get togethers.  I have spent the last few days getting Brian and Eli’s new fish tank up and running.  I’m thinking now a goldfish bowl would have much similar.  Eli likes to watch the bubbles.  I told Brian we might be able to just go get some fish decals and Eli would never know the difference.  Well, I better finish up and get these in the mail before the September due date sneeks up on me.  

Past entries  .  .  .

Darren and Nora:   (June) 

Have the normal Monday morning underway with laundry started and bills paid, so it’s time now for “correspondence”.  The boys are content to play in the basement for a while, then we’re all headed outside to the garden.  Need to run through for weeds, and think the spinach, peas and strawberries will be ready to pick.  I weeded, sprayed and “preened” the flowerbeds, so they’re looking good so far.  

My babysitting job is over, and the resulting new carpet is in.  Do have one more set of closet doors to hang after cutting bottoms off.  Managed to clean all those rooms real good when moving furniture back and forth.  


Ashton turned 7 this month.  He got a new bike, which he wasn’t showing too much emotion for until his uncle and cousin thought it was neat.  Now he likes it real well.  Travis pushed Ashton out of his old bike.  His height and weight almost match Ashton’s.  It’s making it difficult for hand-me-downs to work.  Lincoln’s talking a blue streak.  I can’t always understand him, but he says some of the difficult letters very clear.  He has discovered the road, and has made it a little ways a couple of times now.  He’s usually good enough to drop some toys along the way, so I know where to run when I can’t find him.


We enjoyed a long weekend in Ohio with Gus & Dorothy, Mom & Dad, and Kirk & Myra.  Now we have plans to be with John & Jane Weigand in Minneapolis this weekend, and head to Congerville for a canoe reunion next weekend.  I just “revised and updated” Darren’s to-do list.  With a full time job, spring field work, and weekend travels, it’s longer than ever.


We’re so glad that Kurt’s surgery turned out good.  It just reminds us again that we never know what’s ahead.

Darren & Nora:  (July)

It feels like all we’ve done this month is laundry, garden, and watering new fruit trees.  But as I look back in my diary, there’s been some fun too.  The boys are taking swimming lessons last week and this week.  As often as we can, we run to Jordon & Ann’s to practice in their new pool with their boys.  With no rain, there’s not as much work to do outside, so we do have quite a bit of spare time really.  

We enjoyed weekends in Minneapolis with John & Jane Weigand, and the following weekend in Congerville with Darren’s “canoe buddies”.  Now we’re looking forward to meeting Karmin & kids on Friday to play in the lake and bring Aunt Missy back with us for a week.  

I suppose I should be scheduling an appointment for Lincoln’s 2 year picture.  That means that Lyle & Andrea have an anniversary coming up—happy anniversary LAK.  Congratulations to Lori, too.  We would love to come to Fairbury for your wedding, but we’ll have to see how fat and sassy I am by then.  We were sorry to hear that Andrew K.’s laid up this summer.  Feel sorry for him and his parents.  

