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Gary and Paula

Enjoyed dragging my husband to the Woodburn Company Stores for my birthday last month.  Thought it was time he branched out from the Stayton Wil, BiMart, etc . . . since they’ve been open how many years now and he’s only seen them from I-5!  Actually, he needed a new pair of shoes.  Then we had a delicious dinner at the Mt. Angel Brewery so I felt very satisfied with my outing.  Grandpa came here one day during Spring Break and helped the boys make birdhouses.  They ended up doing 5 so every child could have their name on one.  Finally finished painting them yesterday, so Gary hung them on the garden fence today.  Now there’re swallows swarming everywhere.  We all enjoyed Spring Break trip to Tillamook with the Teubels.  Had unexpected beautiful weather for the beach.  The hotel swimming pool was about tops with the kids and Gary really enjoyed tagging along with Phil on a “work” visit to one of the dairys.  I just enjoyed the change of pace and seeing everyone having so much fun.  I finally finished my counted cross-stitch birth sampler for Terese, so now can maybe concentrate on some spring cleaning. It better keep raining or it may get put off until fall as the greenhouses are calling.  Happy Spring!

Glen and Shirley

Hello from beautiful green and damp cloudy Oregon.  Really isn’t fair to describe us this way, as we have had some beautiful warm sunny days to remind us there is a sun and warmth above those clouds.  Sure helps keep one more relaxed so we can “plug” away at winter chores like cleaning out cupboards and drawers, which have been a lot of my “pass-time” this past month.  Surprising – the treasures I find.  This one is especially for a certain brother-in-law, who really is a pretty nice guy, who likes to imply that I am on the “saving” side.  I opened a little plastic box from one of my seldom cleaned cupboards and found some yellowed, dull – kind of musty smelling sugar flowers – and mints – and to top it all – in the bottom, luckily it was marked or I’d never have known was one of the decorated ice cream slices from Glen and my wedding day.  That will be 42 years ago on May 28th!!  I haven’t figured out yet how it stayed as intact or how it dried into looking liked a musty old graham cracker thing.  I think I had it in the freezer for a long time, but I can’t even remember how it got to Oregon without melting.  The only thing I know is the note on the top says that’s what it is (was).  There’s a daisy (that still looks like a daisy), which I think came from Jim and Juanita’s wedding cake, some mints with notes that say from Duane and Marlene’s wedding day and Pete and LeRae’s and a rose from Judy and Ed’s (Stork).  The rest aren’t identified!  The first day I found them, I was ready to toss them all – the next day “no – I can’t” – so back in the cupboard they went, so Lynn, I came real close to throwing something away – Sorry.  Glen’s been repairing birdhouses, his outdoor sea gulls, etc.  He helped Ethan and Peter J. make birdhouses for their yard, one morning.  He did some touch-up painting on our kitchen chairs- helped me prepare for a little wallpaper job- no lack of jobs on his wife’s “honey-do-list”.  Matthew put together some nice little tables for our living room during his Spring Break.  We took him to the furniture store where we say some we liked.  He looked them over good, saw their measurements and came up with these much more than any store bought ones.  He had his bad moments when working on the drawers – with threats “I’ll never put in drawers again.”  He still has work to do on them, but Glen’s been sanding on them and we bought the stain, so it’s getting exciting.  This week for Matthew was dedicated to study for an Engineering test at Eugene, he is taking this morning (Saturday), which he’s saying he’ll probably “fail”, oh-well, can always take that one again!  Glenda brought 3 nieces over this morning for Grandpa’s Sat. a.m. pancakes, Kaitlin, Emilee and Pattricia.  Then she’s taking them shopping.  Is it any wonder they love Aunt Glenda?  Tonight it’s Lauriann and Allison’s turn after our Birthday get-together at Phil and Kay’s for our 5 April Birthdays.  All for this time.  Look forward to how all you are doing when the “Gazette” comes around.  Love, Glen and Shirley.

Kirk and Myra

Where did the last month go?  The 15th sure snuck up on me!  We had a busy weekend, so Kendra’s using her time wisely taking a much needed nap and Brent’s enjoying playing with his own toys.  I need to have little kid size tasks available for that occasional “Mom, what can I do?”  Even Mom’s appreciating a day at home!  My next job is to sort through garden seed.  I’m hoping my husband feels like tilling this evening and that the wind dies down.  Courtney started mowing last week.  Sure hope she continues to love that job all summer long!  Brianne’s been rolling the lawn and the boys to tag along with Dad for a while.  We are looking forward to rhubarb pie and watching for our first aspargas.  Happy Easter!

Keith and Sharon

It’s raining-threatening day here, and we’re glad we mowed all the lawns yesterday, or we would have been baling by the time it dried off again!  We all seem to be healthy again, after a bad cold went through all 6 children.  It was coughs, earaches, and runny noses.  Then some of them inherited Keith’s gag reflex, so there was more than coughing going on!  But I don’t think it was stomach flu.  We have some vegetable plants growing in the cold frame and garage.  Some pepper plants got eaten off by the slugs, but we had extra so hopefully we’ll have enough.  We have a garden spot we’re going to use for the first time this year, on the east side of the house.  The old one didn’t have very good soil, so we’ll see how this one does.  The school children had off yesterday so the teachers could do grading.  This means they are ¾ done with this school year already.  Amazing.  That means summer vacation soon, and some visitors to Oregon!  Can’t wait (  I have two sisters and their families coming in two weeks to share in Wendy’s baptism weekend, Lord willing. Actually, Ryan and Jeanette already had a trip planned for this time, so they’ll get to stay longer.  Keith is working on a china cabinet in his spare time (when’s that, right?)  He’s really coming along in it, with the base done and the top started.  He’s starting to get very busy at work, with construction starting on Portland Road in Salem.  He has to carry the work cell phone around on his days off.  I’m trying to do some Spring cleaning around here and realize what a minimal amount I got done last year.  I can blame Samuel for that, but I’d much rather have him and a dirty house!  I find that when the kids set their minds to it, we’ve got wonderful help.  Usually Kaitlin or Lauriann has to be the “Samuel babysitter”.  He is starting to crawl, so nothing is safe on the floor.  He’s also making all kinds of funny noises.  Yesterday, Kaitlin said, “”Mom, I want to go outside” and right then Samuel said, “I do too!”  Sounded just like it!  What a fun age.  He’s giving more smiles now that he’s over his cold.  Heidi and Brendan are still best buddies, laughing and fighting together while Caleb, Kaitlin and Lauriann are in school.  Well, now as I look outside the sun in shining, so we just never know what this Spring weather will do.  We have April birthdays for the Glen Kuenzi family tonight at Phil and Kay’s.  Keith and I both turn a year older this month.  Keith gets to enter the “40” club!!!!!  Congratulations to the happy couples!

Virgil and Katrina

Hello from Southern Iowa!  Seems like it has been forever since we've submitted anything.  I always seem to remember about 3 days too late.  We really enjoyed our trip to Illinois for Jami and Adam's wedding.  Was great to meet Adam and see all the Walter family.  The kids enjoyed an evening with Matt and Jenna and then staying at Abby & Heidi's house.  We sure appreciate all the help everyone gave us.  Jacob turned 1 in March and is walking and into more than ever.  He has discovered that it is great fun to go outside and that when Olivia and Jesse get to go out and not him that he is really missing out.  He is starting to play with them and is so cute to watch.  Jesse and Olivia just love to be outside and want to help their Dad.  They are excited as we are calving and they always want to go with Virgil to check if we have any new babies.  Tomorrow we are getting 30 baby chicks.  Can't wait to see what they think about those!  So in a couple of months we'll be busy butchering.  Anyone who wants to come help just let us know!! Will be a new experience for me.  Last Monday they were going to start pouring footings for our new church.

However, we had 3-5 inches of snow and it was put off until this week.   Is an exciting project and we are looking forward to it and to hosting volunteers.  We are really looking forward to a 15 minute drive to church on Sunday mornings.  Over the weekend we were in Oakville IA.  Was our first time there and really enjoyed it.  Myron and Dorothy Schulz told us how much they enjoyed Harvey and Margaret in Zapata.  Now, we don't have many travel

plans until crops are in and or the weddings and receptions in June.  Hope this finds everyone doing well.  Come visit us in Iowa!  

Lyle & Andrea
Wow, what a busy last three months we have had in this household! Sorry we missed last month, it just flew by me.  We moved March 1st to Alan Kuenzi's farm house on Cascade highway and are now getting settled in here.  The house needed a lot of cleaning and painting prior to our move in, so we were working our little tails off at the end of February.  I got very sick the last week in Feb. and was in the hospital for three days.  They still don't know what it was, but I am still suspicious of kidney stones since my sister has had them in the past as well.  I am a lot better now, but still have intermittent pain at times.  I may go see a urologist just to be safe.  Needless to say, my getting sick didn't help with the move at all.  Thank you to all the family that helped us paint, move, and finish stuff I couldn't at that time.  Its great to have family, isn't it?!  We are now getting settled and working on the yardwork outside, in between showers that is.  We have had a pretty rainy spring so far, and Lyle just mentioned this morning about how he was going to finish all the grass seed spraying with all this showery weather we are having.?  The farm is getting busier, and with the days getting longer I am afraid we are into the long days again for Lyle.  I am still working on my project for OSU, and subbing at least three days a week, I have a day off today, and that is nice for a change.  It is nice and sunny this morning, hope it stays this way all day, but I am not crossing my fingers on it.  Well, better sign off for now.  Looking forward to our trip back to Aaron and Stacie's wedding, we are planning on leaving around May 12th from Oregon, making it to Iowa to visit the Fehr's and then to Illinois to visit the many Walters and Edelmans that are there.  Hope to see many of you on our trip.  Lets always remember to be thankful during this Easter season.  God's blessings to all.  

Darren & Nora  

Happy Easter Walter family!  We plan to be around here with the Fehr side of the family.  Know any good Easter  desserts?  That's my contribution.  Our 80 degree day today can get a person excited about spring, but the forecast for the weekend is rainy and much cooler.  There are a few farmers scratching in the field.  Looks like we're going to wait

for this next batch of rain.  I feel like there's not much else to report, but that's not all bad.  Kids are doing fine.  Ashton has 27 more days of 2nd grade.  He'll have to miss his last day of school, so that we can make it down to Kansas in time for Aaron and Stacie's rehearsal supper.  Everything's happening pretty fast.  Travis is helping me more and more at home, until Ashton's home and they get to playing.  I looked out the window after church yesterday, though, and had to be glad those two have each other when Darren's busy and I'm helping #3 and #4.  After starting out so fussy, Lincoln's turned into a content little boy.  He tends to get a little lost in the shuffle.  And Rachel turned 6 months.  She did well with her shots (16#, 26"--short and fat).  She's sitting nicely and is still really good.  So, the summer looks like it will be lots of fun.  I took treats to school today and had lunch with Ashton for his "unbirthday".  Darren entertained

the other 3 over his lunch hour.  I haven't heard anything about my birthday next week except that Darren doesn't have to get me a present because he already did!  (a Rubbermaid lawn cart/wheel barrow thing)  So we'll see what next week brings.  It's our turn to do a rotation in Regina, Canada, the last weekend of April.  After being in Lester three times, Morris, and Kansas City in the last three weeks, I'm asking to stay home from this one.  The wife in me says "go", the mom in me says "enough"!!  It's about 16 hours one way, and would have to be a quick trip.  We hope to see Lyle & Andrea sometime next month, then look forward to seeing more Walter/Kuenzi's at Aaron & Stacie's wedding.  Walter Aunts--have I convinced you that my kids are angels and you would love to babysit them over supper?!!  

John & Nancy  

Happy Easter!  John went out to run field cultivator after he got off work, so I put some pork steak(just got a new hog from Warren) and potatoes in the oven, went out to check the rhubarb to see if we'd have rhubarb dessert for Easter(we will) and cut some asparagus for supper.  Have potatoes, radishes, onions, and spinach planted.  Need to plant more spinach and beans, but think I'll wait til the wind dies down!  Andrew spent spring break in Florida with his Uncle and Aunt, helped drive and entertain his 11 year old cousin Will.  He enjoyed that.  Now he's getting ready for this school year to be over and making plans for living arrangements for next year and I'm trying to figure out where to store his "stuff" until he needs it again in August!!  He thought the garage would be fine, but Shelby's cats must be doing a good job in John's tool shed, as now I've seen one in my kitchen!!  So don't want mice in his stuff.  Kyle spent last week here, no one was home at his town home for the week, and he needed a backup system for waking up at 10pm each nite to go to work!  He thought he was going to get decked Saturday noon when we were both standing in the kitchen and I spied the mouse darting across the floor and threw up my hands!  I spent Tues to Friday pm in Chicago going to a convention at Navy Pier. Had time to walk the streets at night, and not only is "there a place in Mars where the women smoke cigars"(and the brand they smoke is enough to kill a goat), they do that on Michigan Avenue! So at 10pm each night I called home to make sure John was awake so he could wake up Kyle, then made a courtesy call every morning at 7 to make sure John was awake so he could go to work!  Got one new garage door installed.  Now we have an old black one and a new white one with windows.  They have been that way long enough so that votes could be taken and we've decided not to paint the new white ones black.  Now just need to get the other one installed. We enjoyed Nathan & Justine's wedding, the ladies were all beautiful and had handsome men to match!!  They knew how to keep all of us awake and paying attention at the reception.  John is still disappointed that Nathan didn't kiss his mother before he kissed his bride, like John did in the kissing demo!!  Playing "hot potatoe" with the dinner napkin livened things up.  Then we got to eat in Walter fashion, lots of good food.  Took time on Sunday to drive up to 

Elgin and actually found their home.  Thank goodness for landmarks we all understood, like barns and silo's!!  Now we are ready for wedding #3, after a shower or two for Jenna!  Got to help Mark turn 30 at Ryan's Steakhouse in Champaign, and celebrated Little Walt's birthday too.  After overeating there, we went to Bill & Shay Storks, played a long game, and some of us had room for an icecream cake.  Ernie still has work for John.  We did get invited to Kirk & Myra's for pizza one evening so John could help Kirk cut backs for their basement stairs.  Wonder if they are all painted and put on?  Still have plenty to do at Fairview.  Rick was musing today that maybe we could use someone for 8 hours a week, yet,  I was thinking more along 8 hours a day!!  Don't know where we'd put someone.  Had maintenance put up a temporary divider along the front of my desk to separate me from the door and Lou Ida's desk.  The idea was so I could hide and would not keep nosing into everything.  It's best function is to keep my "piles" 

from toppling off the front of my desk!!    

Pete, LaRae, and the J's  

Happy Easter!!  What a Blessed time of the year!!  I promised myself to make this short since our new news is limited - and seems like my spare time is also limited.  Jared has informed me he will not be doing the veggie garden anymore since it is not one of his 4-H projects - only quail this year.  I was tempted to let the garden "rest" for this year - but know the weeds certainly won't  "rest"  and when Pete got wind of possibly no fresh veggies and zucchini bread - he 

threatened to do it himself, so needless to say, the seeds got bought today - when they make it into the ground will be another story!  Jared and Jordan are counting the days till graduation and a break from homework.  Jordan has also decided to go to the University of Illinois this fall much to Jared's distress - I tried to reassure Jared that surely the place was big enough for the both of them - Jared in the College of ACES, Jordan in College of Engineering - but a couple weeks ago Jordan ran into a U of I professor from the Ag Dept. that Jared had met with previously, and when he saw Jordan he said "Hi Jared".  Jordan explained his mistaken identity.  Jared was not amused when we laughed at this story - so it may not be big enough for the both of them after all - They'll definitely NOT be living together!!  Jared is planning to live at Nabor House (a co-op of about 40 guys) and Jordan will probably end up in a dorm.

Jenna has taken the first part of her Dental Hygiene Boards and thinks she failed - because it was sooo hard and one girl was there taking it for the 4th time!  She'll have to wait a long time to get the results.  She will be taking two more parts of it in the next couple weeks.  Says she will just be glad to have it over with as it is causing nightmares and headaches!! Pete is out planting the sweet corn patch tonight.  That is a test for the planter to see if all systems are "GO" for the real stuff.  Well, better end this and get on to other projects before the clock says its time for bed - Hope all are enjoying the season of rebirth!  

Lynn and Marliyn

Lynn thought the Walter family might appreciate my writing our portion of the newsletter this time so beware.  It could be a lot of nothing chatter.  We (at this house, except for Kathryn) had an interesting evening recently hearing excerpts from a diary I kept in 1961 - 62, narrated by Kari.    How about a few excerpts - 


Feb 7, 61 - Dad bought a cow for $305. Harvey Bahler just brought it.   


Feb 11, Dad had a tooth pulled, hurt him pretty much.


Feb 13, Mom and Shirley washed, James put a drafting table in. Dad's tooth is better.  


Feb. 23,Mom and Shirley are painting the kitchen. Dad took Liz (dog?) to the doctor. James did Pete's chores. 



Mar 20, Cindy hurt herself and was taken to Dr. Poor thing. 


Mar  21, Rosetta learned Don to spell his name.  


April 5, Duane still has the measles. 


April 16, snowed terrible. Couldn't see where you were going. 


May 1, we May-basketed Uncle Rob's. We walked down, they brought us back. 


May 6, Shirley's in Peoria. I miss her, I don't know how I'm going to get along without her. 


May 10, Went to help Jim and Juanita in their house. Met Doris and Janet. They are nice. 


May 28, Was Shirley's wedding day. It was sad, happy and fun. 


June 8, Washed. Hodels were here. All of Uncle Reuben's family here except Kenny. 


June 15, Rosetta's birthday, Jim and Juanita came back (honeymoon). They went to Tennessee. 


July 3, Dad started to shingle crib. Rob was here in evening. 


July 24,  Dad took Don to Dr. He had some kind of baby sores.


Aug. 9, Dad did Chris's chores. Mom went along. Dad shelled. 


Oct, 14, Donnie got his foot caught in the elevator which took two toes. Poor guy. 


Oct. 21, Dad shucked. Mom took Donnie to Dr., got his stitches out. Barb went to Peoria with Jim and Juanita. 



Nov 1, Donnie started writing thank you notes. It doesn't seem like Mom is getting much work done at all 




while we are in school.


Mon. Jan. 1, 62  We had surprise for Mom and Dad.  Had big cake, ice cream, coffee.  Schaffers and some 



Walters came.  25th anniversary.  We gave them the clock.  Jim and Juanita stayed for dinner, supper.


Tues. Jan. 2, 62  Mom was sick...was in bed all day.  Harvey got sick at work.

And now back to current events ----we very much appreciated a visit from Uncle Ivan and Aunt Kathryn and benefited from their labors. Uncle Ivan did lots of repair jobs for us, and Aunt Kathryn helped set up a quilt in our living room (for World Relief) and then spent hours quilting!!!  Was a fun, busy month.  Hope everyone is doing well!!!

ARLENE & BRIAN  

Happy spring to everyone!  It just occurred to me, that if I'm going to enjoy spring and summer, I better quit making lists of things that need to be done!  We painted our kitchen and family room and are happy with the new look.  After finding Garrett drawing on the bathroom walls with soap today, that room may need it sooner than I thought!  I was wiped out by walking pnemonia at the beginning of the month and just as I was feeling better, Brian came down with bronchitis.  He's nearly better and off to Dallas for a few days, while Tyler spends the past few days with fever and 

cough.  Guess I'll be making a visit to the dr. with him tomorrow.  I figure the reason for the poor health is that our family missed our relaxing and warm Hawaii vacation this year!  Tyler is playing baseball this spring.  Garrett will turn 5 this month and wants to play football any chance he gets.  Sydney is 1 and 1/2 and trying to make us understand her babbling.  She is definitely at a fun age!  

Joe and Suzanne

Just got back from mailing the taxes - with an hour to spare.  Looking forward to this Easter weekend, with Mom & Dad in town plus Chris & Mary.  We've got room for a few more still if anyone wants to make last minute plans!  Suzanne continues her tour of Major League Baseball stadiums next week with a trip to Kansas City.  She keeps telling me all these trips are related to the cookie business, but if she goes to Puerto Rico this year, I'm really going to start to 

wonder.  She just finished a couple classes this week, and she's going to take a semester off from school.  There's so much going on with trips to Dallas and Bloomington, and a weekend in Florida as well.  (She's also reached the dollar 

limit this year where the company no longer pays everything, so it might be time to slow down a bit.)  We've had some record pollen levels this spring - everything is covered in a yellow dust (Now I understand why gold color cars are 

so popular down here - they hide the pollen well.)  Suzanne and I have both had allergy problems, but we're hoping the worst is over.  We've actually been able to go outside the last couple days for walks - about a mile is all I can do at 

this point.  On tonight's walk we learned that you have to cover your lawn with sand every few years or the grass will die due to the hot weather and the clay soil.  Maybe Mom & Dad will bring us some Illinois topsoil! 

Check out www.edwardwalter.org if you get the chance.

PHIL &KAY

Hello Walter family!  We are busy celebrating birthdays here – Luke’s is today the 16th.  Katie’s was Saturday the 12th.  She had the entire gang here for her day because we did the April family birthdays that night.  Quite an exciting event!  She is three now, Luke six.  Our “farm” is increasing.  There are twelve chicks growing rapidly in the new shop/shed building.  Jared, Nicholas and Luke have chores to do now, along with feeding Lady, Dad & Mom’s dog that is now ours.  We think she’s lonesome for them, but we love having her.  I’d like to think she’ll scare away any boogie men.

Leigha & Jared are busy practicing organ for their recital Thursday night.  Lisa is their teacher.  I enjoy hearing them play.  We hope to visit Illinois in June but we don’t want to miss Kirk & Myra, and we need to work around Phil’s sister Anna’s family vacation.  So we don’t have any dates yet!  We hope everyone has a beautiful Easter.

Barb and Jim

     Spring is here, but we feel behind the times with our chilly wet weather!  When I look at the spring blooming beauties outside tho, they are keeping up with times.  I need to take time to pick a bouquet of lilacs and tulips.  Daffodils are long gone, and rhodedendrons just starting to bloom.  Today I plan to clean kitchen cupboards, but so far keep finding these other things (like writing this!) that are needing to be done.  Nelson is on the peak of the barn and Lyle about half way up as they work at their job of reroofing it!  Not a very fun project and they might be about half done. Jim stands "low" and predrills nail holes and hands them the metal, and probably gives advice when it isn't always appreciated!  After it dries off a little, I think Jim will be heading to the field to mow some cover crop that is inbetween the berry rows.  It seems like we have nice days until late afternoon, then it clouds up and gives us a shower.

Melissa and I went to Corvallis and took Clinton out for lunch one noon this week.  It doesn't look like he has to work too hard this term.  He doesn't have classes on Fridays this term, so can come home on Thursday evenings; complains that that's an awful lot of time to be at home!  He has been hired to work at the Oregon Gardens for the summer and has started some Friday and Saturday work there already.  Tomorrow is Earth Day and free admission so I would expect he could have a busy day there.  We plan to have our family here for Easter, should be 24 of us.  Travis and his cousin visited us one week-end, traveling here with their other grandparents in the semi.  It was a treat for us and I think a trip they should well remember as 5 year olds.  Can you imagine how much fun two little cousins can have together.  It was the week-end that little Jaden Meyer passed away so I could really appreciate having two healthy little boys around!  (for anyone who isn't aware, Jaden was five and became suddenly ill, and died  in a short time- his mother is Marilyn, daughter of Nick and Mary Kuenzi, and they live in Lester)  They  are still waiting results of tests.

I have been working at Koreens quite a bit, and Jim as well as Jim on some days.  We have the trim boards ready for the carpenter now so plan to not be there as much at this point.  Gary has been putting up trims and doing shelving inside closets, just some of the many finishing up jobs.  When I visited with Rosetta, it sounds like some of the same

style is popular with Walt and John, a Shaker style with extra beading on the door and window trims, and the cabinet doors going on "backwards", with the raised panel on the inside!!  I am sure it will look very nice.  Steve Scharer was back to pour the cement on the front porch and half of the garage approach so we have had opportunities to visit with him and get reacquainted.  Jim is wearing a new brace o n his "January" injured ankle after going to an orthpedic doctor.  He could feel it from the outside that the ligament slips off its "pulley" at times so it will still bother him

some.  My tree is blooming nicely now and I won’t get my hair caught in the low branches this Spring! (at the expense of hubbies injuries!) Aaron has been busy working on reception invitiations since not every one gets invited to the wedding, due to space.  I think he has some traveling to do for work the week before he goes back to Kansas, also, so

guess there is reason for him to seem so busy! Time to clean out cupboards!     Easter blessings to one and all!!!

Harvey and Margaret

Easter Greetings from Bloomington.  We are going to Georgia for the weekend.  Just a quick trip - leave here

sometime Friday late afternoon and come back on Monday.  Hope to see Christopher and Mary and have an Easter dinner at Joe's.  Harvey is hard at work planning his retirement.  Didn't realize there was so much to think about.  His last day is May 30 - with a big retirement reception.  Told him I had to work that day.  Sounds like the kids are

coming home.  Kristin and Eli came down last Thursday for the day.  We had lunch here and then I had to take him out to I .S. U. to show him off.  We stopped at Dick and Jan Gudeman's on the way home and he had a few minutes of fun with their grandson Aiden.  Well John I got my toenail taken off and Yes that needle was at least 2 feet long!!!  I look like I got my toe caught in a meat grinder - it is all black and blue.  I certainly hope this works.  The dumb doctor didn't believe me that I can't take novacain.  He said he didn't have anything else to use and he was sure this new stuff wouldn't hurt me.  I had to fight to keep from passing out and did try to vomit however I can no longer do that so they were saved from that sight.  He still thinks I should let him take the joint out of the toe.  No Way!!!!  The weather has been really nice here the past few days.  We are expecting rain tonight.  We will see if it rains in our basement window again.  Supposedly they finally fixed it this past week.  However they haven't filed in the hole on either side of the window clear to the bottom of the basement - so we shall see.  Our year is almost up so we need to get all these little problems fixed.  They still have a couple of doors to straighten out.  Take care and have a good Easter.

Brian and Kristin
Sorry about the late edition of the Gazette.  The holiday weekend got busier than expected.  Brian said last night he can’t believe April is almost over.  That does mean only 2 more busy months for him.  Eli has had a month filled with “field trips” and visitors.  He’s been to two birthday parties for his friends in play group and another one this week.  We took a day trip to see Grandma and Grandpa Walter and Uncle Andrew.  He traveled very well and loved the visit to Grandma’s work (cookies and candy from her co-workers).  It was nice to see the Cleary Aunts and a surprise visit from Uncle Jim and Aunt Juanita.  My sister was home from Colorado for a few days the week before Easter.  She just can’t get enough of her nephew.  This was her 8th visit in his 16-months of life.  We used to only see her once or twice a year.  She hopes to be able to wait for her next trip until the baby is born in September.  Good friends of ours who had moved to Ohio came back to visit.  We were in a small group with them, so we had a nice small group reunion lunch while they were here.  They couldn’t believe how Eli has turned into a little man.  We had a great Easter weekend, although missed seeing everyone at the Walter gathering.  The weather was nice enough to get some yard work done.  Our little helper was busy moving rocks from one pile to another and telling his daddy how to trim the hedges.  Brian cooked at big Easter dinner.  My parents and brother joined us.  He made a delicious ham, a couple potato dishes and some vegetables.  We enjoyed a peaceful meal while Eli took his nap.  Hope all the family gatherings went well and that everyone has a nice Easter.  Until next month . . . 

