WALTER GAZETTE          APRIL  2002

Ben and Michelle- My apology for being a little slow with this newsletter.  We had a great time in Europe with Dad and Mom---had surgery to have 2 lumps removed (benign)—have been helping my neighbor/friend who just found out she has stage IV lymphoma.  Oh yes, did I mention the doctor appointments for the baby and school conferences for the children??

The girls went to work with Ben for the day yesterday for Take Your Daughter to Work Day.  Had a huge day, but did lots of fun things and brought home tons of products to use.

Kurt and Koreen-Having a rainy day here and can't seem to get very motivated!  Got to get in gear tho as I have a lot of baking ahead of me for church serving in a couple weeks!  Our turn comes around about once a year and is always something nice to have behind you.

Lydianne's conference was this afternoon.  She is doing well in school and "is so quiet and timid in class."  Sure can act differently at home!  

Adrienne is wanting to do more jobs for me and is starting to be a big help.  She and Jacob play well together and love to get outside.  Jacob is full of energy so the outdoors is a good place for him to be.  Three year-olds can be a challenge!

Hayden had his 4 month check-up last week and weighed 18lbs and was 26 3/4 inches!  As much as he is drooling I wonder if he is working on teeth.  Sometimes sleeps til 4:30 or 5:00, but sometimes likes to wake me up a couple times a night.  I wonder how Elijah and Hayden compare by now?

We are having fun getting house ideas and drawing up some plans.  It is amazing how much there is to learn and all the details!  Our hope, Lord willing, is to start breaking ground this late summer/fall.  We would very much appreciate more space as our family is outgrowing this house!!!

We look forward to seeing some family visitors this spring and summer!  Can't believe that time of year is here already.  Looking forward to warm, sunny days, but not to Kurt's busy season.  He talks of bean planting to start this week if the weather would cooperate.   Take care-

Jim and Barb: Oregon is working at staying green again today!!  And it is chilly enough to  keep the furnace coming on.

     Our early garden is coming up but Jim's trial of early sweet corn may need some help!  I think the "cabbabe family" plants in the greenhouse are big enough to put out now whenever it dries off enough.

     I babysat for Koreen today at nap time while she and Kurt went to Lydiannes school conference.  Now I am trying to finish up the laundry and catch up on some other things. Jim is working in the shop, cleaning it up and servicing the lawn mower.  The lawn should grow now after recent fertilizer application.

     Aaron is in the process of replanting part of our lawn so now one section is a lovely yellow color.  This can't be a project that gets started and not finished!!  

     Clinton planted some trees around the pond across the road from Nelsons house, not sure what the varities were but where Lisa worked they were getting rid of them.  So he got a good deal.  Now if we could just keep the blueherons from enjoying the fish before we do----a protected bird with a long beak, good for fish catching!!

     Melissa says after tomorrow school is supposed to be easier until the end of the year.  Hope she doesn't find out otherwise!  She is lined up for more housesitting jobs into the summer, taking care of birds and cats!

     We had a couple of nice days at the coast during spring break with Koreen and Arlenes families.  Tried our hand at clamming but only came home with a few, then heard of others that were on beaches further north and they could scoop them up witht their hands!  Clinton spent his spring break going to work with Aaron and working with grass seed.

     With some willing helpers, the shower we hosted for Mary (Chris's) went real well.  Wow! lots of weddings this year, making for big changes in the Walter family!

    We enjoyed having part of our family and part of Lynn's for Easter.  I took a break and served it buffet style which seemed to work quite well.  May have to do that more often.  Won't be long and Sydney and Hayden will be ready for  their place at the table.  

     Congratulations, Ben and Michelle!  Hope everything is going well.  Someone needs to do an updated count on Mom's great grandchildren!     

John & Nancy: It's kinda hot in the house, have the ceiling fan on, still 83 degrees at 7:300pm. THANKS for remembering me on my 50th birthday. You all did a good job. John actually wanted to go outside and pull TP out of the trees on Sunday AM, but I wouldn't let him. It started snowing, raining, and blowing that day, now all that is left are a few shreds of white here and there! The sign did have to come in Sunday night, I was afraid it would blow out onto the highway. The concrete bench is setting on the porch while I ponder on the right place for it. 

Marilyn & Kari's vacation went fast, but we enjoyed it. Now Shirley and Glen are here so these two weeks will fly. At least this week will, while I try to shape our house up for a Walter Potluck Friday night. Have a lot of piles to take care of. 

Kyle is keeping busy at Wilken's. Calls John every day to see if he is planting corn and needs any help!! So far, it is too wet. We bought a planter tractor at an auction a couple weeks ago. It's being used to drag the lane tonight. It's kind of cute, a John Deere 4320, and much to Kyle's dismay, no cab. Has a rollbar, canopy thing that I hope stays on. Looks like it could be a headbanger, tho. 

Went with Andrew to Champaign one afternoon to look at an apartment for the fall. He and another guy want to rent a one-bedroom unit, not too far from Parkland. I hope the actual unit they get is in slightly better repair than the one we looked at! Nothing majorly wrong, just bulging paneling, droopy ceiling tile, curling linoleum, but I think it will be just fine. Now we have to get the important stuff done, graduating, enrolling, etc. Haven't seen his pictures of his California trip, or even heard a lot about it. Maybe one of these days. 

John spent today at Art Leman's putting kitchen cabinets in the basement. Not sure what's on his schedule for the rest of the week. Think it's Dave Grosshans tomorrow for some underlayment. Have a bathroom remodel in progress for Arthur Hari's, remodel at Leroy McPhersons, etc. Then one of these days, he will be on spring break for planting. 

We've been busy at Fairview. So far still have the interim administrator. He seems to be doing fine and appears to enjoy his job. I'm a little behind in submitting Medicare bills so that is my main project for this week. My goal is to submit them the day after I print them out, but that hasn't happened in six years!! 

Wonder if we can squeeze in any more weddings this year? We enjoy the announcements and learning about new relatives!
Lynn, Marilyn and Family: We trust all of you made sure your tax returns were in the mail today on this 15th day of April.  Here, we are having a cool, wet day so it was a good day for my sister, Marian, to come and quilt with me on the baby quilt we plan to donate to the world relief auction in the Fall.  We still have quite a bit to do yet...the quilting is very close.


Marilyn is busy in the kitchen fixing our supper...we are having a few in for Jen Kloter's birthday.  Kimberly is helping her; Kari is still at work; Kathryn is out with friends since this was an inservice day and Christopher just came home from work.  So that's a peek into our house today.


Plans for Christopher and Mary's wedding are proceeding and Marilyn has Kari dress cut out and her goal is to have hers and one for Kathryn finished by the end of the week.  The time has gone so fast.


We congratulate Curt and Elizabeth upon the announcement of their engagement.  We look forward to meeting her and her family.  Curt's smile is worth a thousand words!


Thanks to all of you for making Marilyn and Kari's trip so enjoyable.  We survived here and Kathryn and Kimberly were good caregivers.  Jim and Barb included us with their family for Easter dinner and we had a delicious supper and enjoyable evening with them.


Marilyn has broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage and head lettuce plants in the garden.  Our cold frame is producing beautiful lettuce and spinach.  It is so good this early in the Spring. I would like to get some corn and tomatoes planted in the next week...hope this rainy spell moves east!


We look forward to seeing some of you on the weekend of May 5th! 

Warren & Cindy:  Well we are back to spring weather after having a preview of summer.  We weren't quite ready for "hot" yet anyway!  The girls and I planted some of the garden, Abby and Heidi did one row of potatoes by themselves and I can't wait to see where all the potatoes come up!  I could only talk them in to doing one row, so I had to dig the holes myself for the second row.  They are my least favorite thing to plant.   The garden shrunk again this year.

Abby, A.Nancy & I spent overnight in Springfield the first part of April.  Abby took her 4-H horse shelter project to the State Capitol for 4-H Legislative Day.   We didn't get to see Mr. Rutherford, but he (or his aide!) left his card with her project.  It was an educational day including a tour of the governor's mansion and shuttle rides on a tour bus!!  We decided it would be fun to travel on a tour bus!  We were happy A. Nancy went along, she always makes it fun!  She even frolicked in pool at the hotel with Abby, along with about 15 other 4-Hers while Mom watched!  Dad & Heidi got to stay home and spring clean church! They did go out to eat at the Hawk's Nest, something Heidi has wanted to do for a long time!  

It's been fun having Oregon family around.  Keep them coming!!

Glen & Shirley: Having a great time in Illinois!!! SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.......Grandchild #5 for 2002 due in November, compliments of Douglas & Ki'el Ann!!!! 

Walt & Rose: Busy with Auctions!!! Not much new. Dean's busy making slats and working at White's. Lisa is still in Bloomington...counting down the days until the spring semester ends and the summer semester begins. Lori is anticipating graduation from Parkland in about 2 weeks. Walter Jr. is also waiting the arrival of the end of the spring semester. Russell is busy helping Dean and is starting to "work-out" for the upcoming football season. Jason has been busy working on perfecting his cow judging skills...he mentioned something about going to State...we'll have to see. 

Hope all is well with everyone!!
Jim and Juanita--Hello from our house. Jim is out mowing the yard for the first time this year. It has

been hot for the last four days. I thought warm weather was never going to come to Illinois and now

I'm hot and don't want to start the air conditioner yet. We had a wonderful trip to London and Paris with Michelle/Ben and family. Jim and Ben went to see Charles and Janeen Willig for the day and enjoyed the trip. Jim's said the country was beautiful. Paris and London were also beautiful. Spring flowers and trees were blooming and it was warm.We'll bring our pictures to Oregon with us when we come for Christopher and Mary's wedding. We'll come to Oregon on Saturday, April 27th. First we are flying to Seattle to see my sister Doris. I started Weight Watchers last week and hope to stay on track while gone for a week. I like the new point system! Looking forward to seeing Shirley and Glen this Friday for a Walter get together at Nancy and John's. Hope it rains so the farmers can

come. Have a good month.

P.S. I'm sending a letter Harvey wrote to Jim while he was in Oregon in 1959.Still haven't figured out how Shirley still had it if she read and approved it??? (see second attachment in e-mail)

