Improving China’s public transport infrastructure – 6 Oct 07

Yesterday, I made a presentation to the Provosts and Fellows of my school about my trip to India this past summer.  One of the points I raised about India were its infrastructural problems and how that would hinder its economic growth.  However, while in India I did not experience many problems on public transport, apart from the fact that it was often very crowded in Bangalore.

I assume that China also has similar problems, especially in Beijing with an influx of residents from rural areas.  This has inevitably led to a great increase in the number of cars on the streets.  In order to combat this increased congestion, Beijing is revamping its public transport train links.

Tomorrow, it opens its new 27.6km mass transit line, where a ticket goes for a cheap Rmb2.  Beijing plans to have 561km of subway line by 2015, which will be well about the London Underground’s 208km.  There are even more plans to construct lines across many Chinese cities which will would amount to about 1,700km of railways.

With the Olympics on the horizon, transport infrastructure will be essential if the Chinese are to ensure a smooth running Games.  During the Olympics, half the capital’s cars will be banned on alternate days to ease congestion.
Links:

‘Beijing reconnects with public transport to ease congestion’ – Mure Dickie, The FT (6 Oct 07)
