Present Outlook on the Western Sahara question

This article hopes to add some elements to reflect on the present situation of the Western Sahara. Some of the reflections are going to be the same that everybody who has ever had any relationship with the Saharan people has sometimes. Others are not going to be so common, they may even be surprising. Our intention is only to reflect. To do so, we want to make clear that this article is in no way a declaration of our position regarding this topic, beyond our unconditional support to the inalienable right of self-determination of the Saharan people and to the performance of the international law. Bearing this in mind, we think that the stagnation of the process, together with some international movements that are worrying and threatening to the Saharan cause, should lead to explore and expose new perspectives, regarding the new global situation as well as the role of the RASD in it.

First of all, those in the Observatori Solidaritat think that it is too soon to clarify the new global order to which we seem to be inevitably heading since the 11th of September. It is not that we don’t believe the attacks —we think that talking about terrorism would be an euphemism— to the USA a full-scale historical and media event. It is simply that we do not believe that the consequences are going to bring a radical change, at least not in the question of the Western Sahara. On the other hand, and taking into account the present events, it seems that the consequences of the events of the 11th of September, of the attacks of the US over Afghanistan that followed, and of the possible beginning of a biological war, haven’t finished yet.

We can start by reflecting on the fact that the question of the Western Sahara, since the 11th of September, is no longer one of the first priorities of the international community. In order to apply the Plan of Agreement, to hold the referendum and implement its results —whichever they be— a total implication of the international community —through the UN and its different agencies— is needed. Therefore, the first consequence of the attacks is not very positive. Moreover, we all know that, unfortunately, time works in favour of one of the sides. The situation in the refugee camps, in spite of the unquestionable determination and dignity of the Saharan people, is going to become, as years go by, more and more unsustainable. The young Saharan people cannot see their prospects for the future reduced to the sand of Tindouf. This young people, on the other hand, only know the Western Sahara from the pictures they have seen or the idealised stories their parents tell.

We think that the situation of the Saharan people was as complicated as it is now before the attacks on the USA. We could even say that it is slightly worse, but the reason is not the 11th of September. In the last months some events and movements have taken place. They seem to point to the fact that the Saharan cause is facing a combination of international interests that are trying to get around their legitimate right to decide their future. 

First of all, France has reappeared to try to openly influence the question of the Western Sahara. The traditional support of the European Union to the Plan of Agreement and to the referendum of self-determination has almost been abandoned in favour of an “outline agreement” that ratifies the integration of the Western Sahara in Morocco, and that offers democratic and participation rights that have never been seen before in the daily political life of Morocco. Moreover, this “outline agreement” has been openly rejected by the Frente Polisario and Algeria. This proposal was born dead but, unfortunately, time goes by. We have to admit that Spain, in spite of having abandoned any relevant role in this question, voted against the proposal. 

Regarding the UN, it has threatened too many times with giving up implementing the Plan of Agreement and the referendum. Pessimism rises with every report from the Secretary General, and founds of the UNHCR and of the PMA (global programme for food) have been cut down to the point of risking the supplies for the refugee camps. However, we don’t have to forget that the UN has never had the power to make decisions by itself, and it doesn’t hope to represent all the nations in the world, it was not created with that idea. The will of the UN is the result of the will of the countries that constitute it, especially of the five permanent members of the Security Council. The UN is a forum that was created through an agreement between several countries, it is not a global government. Therefore, it would be unfair to blame the UN or the MINURSO for the lack of will to solve the Saharan problem. The UN only does  what it is allowed to do, and so does its Secretary General.

Due to several economic and strategic interests, Morocco has the almost unconditional support of the US and France. Moreover the Alaouite monarchy knows that Europe, apart from its several economic interests, is afraid of  the increasing political Islamism in Morocco. The importance of the Islamic movement in Morocco is no longer questioned. They are already the main political force of the country. The only reason why they are not in power yet is because they are illegal and because of the monarchy. But don’t get the wrong idea, the Islamists have experienced a spectacular growth in the shadow of poverty, analphabetism, unemployment, lack of democracy and corruption of the oligarchy that has been ruling Morocco for centuries. This oligarchy  is supported by the Western countries without asking for any changes that would reduce this breeding ground. We must be aware of the serious social and political problems that affect Morocco, and that scare Europe, because eof the possibility of it ending like Algeria. This is the morocco that is being offered to the Saharan people, a place where they will always be second class citizens, and where not even the rights of the real Moroccan people are respected. Just imagine what would happen with the Saharan people, who have been branded as enemies and terrorists for 25 years. Nowadays, Morocco offers no physical or legal security to the Saharan people.

To all that we have said above, we should add the fact  that the Saharan people and its representants in the Frente Polisario seem to be, in the diplomatic level, more lonely than ever before. Now that the Eastern bloc is fallen —it was one of their main supporters during a long period of time— Cuba, and above all Algeria, are still nowadays, together with the UN as an organisation, and the OAU, the main defenders of the rights of the Saharan people. With such an international situation, that, if the worst comes to the worst, seems to be leading to the integration of the Western Sahara in Morocco, the Frente Polisario and the Saharan people should reflect. Maybe it is high time to set out some questions that have been postponed while waiting for the referendum. Morocco has shown perfectly well its capacity of postponing the referendum for years and years, and knows very well that time plays at its favour.

Should the Saharan people think of a new strategy that could release this question from an stagnation that only benefits Morocco? What could be that strategy? In our point of view, taking up arms again would not be positive for the Saharan cause. It would not only be negative, but it would also make things easier for Morocco to achieve by force the definitive integration of the Saharan territory. We should not forget that the problems of Morocco could stray to a diplomatic conflict with Spain, or with an armed conflict in the Sahara. The Saharan people have in favour the fact of having believed in peace, in dialogue and in the international mechanisms. They also have in favour the fact that they have never resorted to terror even though many times the temptation must have been strong.

At this moment in time, the role of the RASD should be to strengthen the idea for which it was created. That is, a project of an Arab, Islamic and democratic state. Capable of offering to the population of the present Western Sahara what Morocco could never offer to the refugees in the camps of Tindouf.

The Saharan people must know that they have a lot of support, despite the action or inaction of the governments. There exists a civilian population that is going to back them whatever happens.

