Rathfarnham County Cup winners

for the second year running
Well done to the members of the Rathfarnham Cup team who included, Ciara Rowan (PL), Ciara Malone (APL), John Cunniffe, Ailbhe Dunne, Muireann Fanning, Alan Swaine, Eoin Dunne & Michaela Perry.  The patrol had a slow start on Friday evening and it wasn't until Saturday morning that the view from the leaders site improved and the patrol starting working hard.  I heard one leader remarking from Kilmacud ' Oh dear... there goes Rathfarnham into 5th gear, we had better start engraving their name onto the trophy', I looked down towards their site, as 7 tripods went up in a flash and a dining Shelter put up and Eoin Dunne was working hard on the boundaries.  It was like watching a sleeping giant rising, there was nothing the other patrols could do but watch as the team leaped into the lead. 

This was all well and good until the bases started and we saw the true grit of the two other competing teams, the 137th Balally which, also had a very impressive site and had worked hard the previous night. The lads from Balally did very well on the bases and closed the gap to a poultry 18 points after the bases, Meanwhile the 115th Ballinteer who's site was not up to the usual good quality site that you expect from the 115th, started on a massive charge moving from 5th to 3rd getting the best marks from 8 of the 10 bases and were only 40 points behind Balally.  

So it was down to the Skit, a spot inspection, Log book, Test Meal and Final Inspection.  In the Skit they actually got top marks and there were top marks attained in the Test Meal also.  Rathfarnham Soared into a 70 Point lead and they never looked back. The Final Winning margin was 78 points.  

A Big Congratulations to all 8 and a big thanks to Chris Bond who unfortunately had to withdraw from the competition due to an injury.  Chris was a member of the original team and all of the leaders were disappointed for him on Sunday at the presentation ceremony.  He went on both training weekends and was an important member of the Patrol; perhaps we would have won by more if Chris were there.
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