Amazon.com talks to Joseph T. Renaldi

Search for items by Joseph T. Renaldi. 

You may email Joseph T. Renaldi at joren@ptd.net 

Amazon.com: Where are you from? How--if at all--has your sense of place colored your writing? 

J.R.: I am from Frackville, Pennsylvania. As a result of living in the Coal Region, I had the opportunity to observe and witness the difficulties and hardships encountered by the people who had to depend upon coal mining to earn a livelihood. I was appalled at the massive destruction caused to the environment by strip mining that still is being done in various parts of our county. The environment of the Coal Region has caused me to write and speak about the importance of conservation, and to protect the interests of our posterity.

Amazon.com: When and why did you begin writing? When did you first consider yourself a writer? 

J.R.: When I was in the field of education, I did a considerable amount of writing involving educational programs, but I had never written a novel. Since my retirement, I began to write on various subjects and enjoyed the challenge. I merely classify writing as a hobby along with many of my other interests

Amazon.com: Who or what has influenced your writing, and in what way? What books have most influenced your life? 

J.R.: The observations of the many episodes, incidences, and events that I witnessed while living in the Coal Region and serving in the armed forces influenced my writing.

The books that have influenced my life are: All Quiet On the Western Front, Farewell To Arms, The Grapes of Wrath, For Whom The Bell Tolls, and The Bridges At Toko-Ri.

Amazon.com: What is the most romantic book you've ever read? The scariest? The funniest? 

J.R.: This is a very difficult question for me to answer. Therefore, I will merely respond to the question by listing some books that appealed to me. The most romantic book: Farewell To Arms. The scariest book: The Exorcist. The funniest: Erma Bombeck: All I Know About Animal Behavior I Learned in Loehmann's Dressing Room.

Amazon.com: What music, if any, most inspires you to write? What do you like to listen to while writing? 

J.R.: I enjoy listening to most types of music when I am writing as long as it is not loud. I prefer soft music, but I also listen to country/western music and polkas. This type of music does not interfere with my thinking.

Amazon.com: What are you reading now? What CD is currently in your stereo? 

J.R.: I am presently reading: The French Foreign Legion, by Douglas Porch. The CD that is currently in my stereo is: The Big Bands of The 40's and the 50's.

Amazon.com: What are you working on? 

J.R.: I am working on a sequel to the novel, The Wailing Wind, A Tale of Love and Obsession. I also plan to write a novel about the Marine Corps, and hopefully change the pace by writing children's book.

Amazon.com: Use this space to write about whatever you wish. 

J.R.: I am originally from Windber in the Western Coal Region of Pennsylvania. For many years I have lived in Frackville, which is located in the Anthracite Coal Region of Pennsylvania. My basic life resume consists of the following: Education: Windber High School, Windber, PA. Western Maryland College, Westminster, MD. Military Service: USAF - Japan, Korea, US. Marital Status: Married to Doris Hawk of Littlestown, PA for forty-seven years. Children: Jan R. Renaldi, Durham, NC. Daniel J. Renaldi, Frackville, PA. Lori Renaldi Waqar, Harrisburg, PA. Grandchildren: Lindsay Nicole Waqar, Harrisburg, PA. Briana Marie Renaldi, Durham, NC. Jobs held: Assistant Varsity Football Coach, Western Maryland College, Westminster, MD. Teacher and Football Coach, New Cumberland High School, New Cumberland, PA. Teacher and Head Football, Basketball, and Baseball Coach at Frackville High School, Frackville, PA. Assistant Varsity Football Coach at Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA. Teacher, Defensive Football Coordinator, Junior High Basketball Coach, Track Coach, and Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent in the Saint Clair Area School District, Saint Clair, PA. Years of Service in Education: forty years - retired in 1993. Hobbies: Art, woodcrafts, writing and gardening. Favorite song: Amazing Grace. Favorite book: All Quiet On The Western Front. Favorite movie: The Longest Day. Favorite food: Pizza. Favorite color: Sky Blue. Favorite pet: Lindsay's, Lori's, and Naveed's dog Gretchen. Future ambition: I hope to complete a sequel to the novel, The Wailing Wind, A Tale of Love and Obsession, and write a true story about the Marine Corps, as well as write a children's book and dedicate the book to my grandchildren Lindsay Nicole Waqar and Briana Marie Renaldi.

