Huck Sings A Different Tune

In the midst of an ever-changing world, nothing is for certain, not ideals, nor moral judgment or moral values.  In his novel, “The Adventures of Huck Finn” Mark Twain shows the dramatic change of a young boys attitude towards the notion where whites are considered to be superior over blacks, a notion that lies within the American society.  Twain shows the awesome change in which Huck, a young trouble-maker, treats a run-a-way slave named Jim, by first being taught to have no respect for Negro slaves, then by realizing that a Negro slave really is not all that different from anybody else, and finally by befriending Jim.  The change in Huck’s heart is a gradual one, one that ultimately takes place on a raft as the two accompany each other on their wild adventure down the mighty Mississippi.    

As the events in the novel unfold, one sees how Huck truly has no respect for any slaves, nor did any one else at the time.  Simply Huck being a young boy at the mid-nineteenth century of America, and had been brought up in a “civil” society, in which whites pay absolutely no mind to any slave.  For Huck, being at such a young age, he doesn’t question why or how this is.  He simply disregards a slave’s state of being a human just as much as Huck was.  As Huck and his good friend Tom trek the fields on Miss Watson’s plantation, the two boys encounter a situation that catches the attention of a slave near by.  This one slave in particular, Jim who is subject to Huck’s actions of disrespect such as when he describes Jim by saying, “Miss Watson’s big nigger named Jim was setting in the kitchen door”(p.14).  Huck choice to use the word “Nigger” in this case directly shows his disrespect for Jim, and is constant with Huck’s demeanor.    However this notion that Huck follows is not of him self, but taught to him by his father, who is a drunk and had previously left Huck, to fend for him self.  A notion Huck had learned from a father who had left him about a year prior to Huck’s current situation, not a very wise father, but the disrespect that Huck has for slaves is still something that he abides by, and will stick with him even till the very end as Huck also states the word “Nigger” again as he hesitates to really let Jim free.  Huck uses the “N” word again when he narrates, “What has poor old Watson done to you that you could see her nigger go off right under your eyes?”(p.91).  so the theme of disrespect is really buried deep within Huck’s mentality.  

Further in the story, Huck encounters his father in an unpleasant surprise, that ends with Huck trapped with his father inside his father’s shack miles from the plantation and right off the shore of a near by stream that connects to the Mississippi.  As Huck’s father goes to town one morning, Huck had planned to fake his death and run away from the shake and embark his way down the river on a raft he had found a few days back.  His fake death would ensure that no one would look for a living Huck Finn since there will be substantial evidence that he has been killed.  At this time Jim had also run away from the plantation in light of escaping a slave trade off of Miss Watson’s plantation.  A few miles south of where both Huck and Jim had started, they run into each other, and with sweet embrace, Huck’s attitude towards Jim had changed dramatically.  It seems as though in this time of need of a friend, Huck does not consider Jim to be just a slave, but a familiar face.  With sweet embrace Huck narrates, “I bet I was glad to see him”(p.48).  Huck was indeed glad to see Jim; it is a great alternative to being all-alone on the Mississippi.  It is even more important as Huck rants on to even saying, “I was ever so glad to see Jim. I weren’t lonesome no more”(p.49).  As Huck and Jim get re-acquainted; Huck even starts to feel concern for Jim and his well-being, Huck’s concern is revealed as he says to Jim, “Well you must be starved aint you?”(p.49), in light that he would even have an opportunity to help Jim out.  

As the two advance their way slowly but surely down the Mississippi, they bond together as any two people on such a journey would do.  On their continuous raft ride, Huck’s view of Jim also continues to change in growing a deeper bond with Jim, and even learning more about Jim than he could ever hope to find without being on such a wondrous journey.  Huck has been preview to what a Negro slave is capable of doing, loving his family, loving things of life, and even loving Huck.  The strongest point of fellowship between the two would be as they embark every time back onto the Mississippi River. Huck expresses his zeal for their adventure by narrating, “It was a monstrous big river down there sometimes a mile and a half wide; we run nights and laid up and hid daytimes; soon as night was most gone we stopped navigating and tied up nearly always in the dead water under a flowhead; and then cut young cottonwoods and willows, and hid the raft with them.”(p.118).  This shows that Huck really enjoys sharing this extreme adventure with Jim. It shows such a bond that they both have grown to get along with each other. Also Jim expresses his fondness for Huck earlier on by saying, “Jim won’t ever forgit you, Huck; you’s de bes’ fren’ jim’s ever had you’s de only fren’ jim’s got now.”(p.92.), which was in reply to hearing that Huck would not turn Jim in for running away from Miss. Watson.  When it comes to building a relationship with someone, however there are times when they let you down with their attitude, and as Huck realizes that he has done something so terribly wrong in the eyes of his own people he refers to a saying, “Give a nigger an inch and he’ll take an ell”(p.92).  Also again in response to Jim dancing for joy at the thought of being a free man, as Jim tells of a plan that he has against miss Watson to get his family back together again, and Huck replies to himself, “I was sorry to hear Jim say that, it was such a lowering of him”(p.92).  But Huck was always quick to realize that Jim is all he’s got at the moment.  Huck expresses his true feelings when he says, “Jim this is nice” and again when he says, “I wouldn’t want to be nowhere else but here”(p.55).  

Huck and Jim’s adventure down the Mississippi, reveals the underlying theme that one will never know what its like to be another, unless one spends a day in the other’s shoes.  In this case the both of them capture each other’s hardest and most troubling of incidents as they travel down the mighty Mississippi, learning and growing in love for one another. It shows that it takes much more to be real friends in times of trials and tribulations, and that these two people have put their utmost ability to hold each other accountable to the test.  In the midst of an ever-changing world, one thing is for certain, the colorblind and openhearted approach to any relationship, can and most likely will result in an incredible life experience, such as the one Jim and Huck shared as they travel down the Mississippi.  

