A child:

Andrew, age 9.

What makes a child a child is being able to think like a child.

Childhood ends when you start growing up.

I am still a child, but I get less homework in school last year.

I wish I were better at math last year like I am now.

An elder:

Fred, age 70.

What makes a child a child is to have that ability to see the good and beauty in life, its not ignorance but an ability that most people lose once they grow up.  To be a child is to be fresh, and un-inundated by others.

Childhood ends when one becomes aware of responsibility, no age can determine when one is no longer a child, it’s a child’s realization that allows him to become an adult.  

One thing I wish I had from my childhood is the good health I used to have.

One thing I wish I could have had back then would probably be the knowledge that when all else seemed too much a burden, that everything worked out up until now.  

A middle-aged person:

Tracy, age 30.

What makes a child a child is having that childlike faith.  The only thing that separates a child from an adult is the innocent belief or naïve sense even, that everything is amazing.  You see it when children discover new things; they’re are hardly ever skeptical, and just believe.  

Childhood usually ends when a child or even just person accepts the fact that they are getting too old by social standards to be acting like a child.

One thing I wish I had from back when I was a child would be the flexibility I used to have, when I was taking gymnastics.

One thing I wish I had when I was a child that I have now would be my strength, I was bullied a lot in elementary school.

A young adult:

Kate, age 19.

What makes a child a child is the freedom and tenderness.  Without the freedoms of a child and the tenderness of a child a person is just entrapped and harsh, like most adults these days.

Childhood ends when a child gets trapped, either by school or some form of institution that governs them.  Children are free; adults are the ones that understand that they are trapped.  

One thing I wish I could have from my childhood would be the feeling of true freedom.  

One thing I wish I had as a child that I have now would be sense of humor.

