GLOBAL WARMING

By Jonathan Webb
What is happening? What were we doing to our planet?  What can we do about it? These are some questions that many people ask themselves.

I spent some time seeking information about this and I really don’t like what I have read and heard.  The weather conditions that we have now are just a little example of what we’ll have in a near future, and I mean 50 to 100 years from now.

Younger people around their 20’s can’t measure my words, who can blame them for that? They only have lived the changing weather process; they don’t know how the weather was 30 or 40 years ago.  I remember when San José was colder than now and we had 2 seasons well defined, the dry one and the rainy one; now any day can rain, the dry season is smaller and the rainy season is inconstant. 
Humanity has been polluting the air with greenhouse gasses for more than a century and now we’re paying the consequences,  the heat exchange balance of the Earth has been broken, actually more heat received from the Sun stays in the atmosphere and doesn’t get back to the space, this condition makes the Global Warming a reality. 
For now, the Earth has lost 5 million square kilometers of permanent ice in the North Pole, the global temperature has increased 2 Celsius degrees and the F4 and F5 hurricanes are double than 20 years ago.

But the consequences of Global Warming go further, these are some examples:
1. Higher temperatures make plants produce more pollen, and more pollen in the air increase allergic illness.

2. Some countries are losing their fresh water supplies because on winter less snow and ice are forming on their mountains.
3. Tropical illness like Niles Virus is expanding their territorial influence.

4. The ocean levels are arising because there is less glacial ice.

5. Temperature sensitive species are vanishing like Golden Toad.
6. If the glacial ice melting process continues, it will decrease the saltiness levels of the North Atlantic Ocean.  This will paralyzes the marine flow of warm water from the tropics to North Atlantic areas and eventually we’ll be facing a new ice age.

So, what can we do to avoid worst conditions? Simple, we must stop polluting the air using new energy sources instead of coal and petroleum.  It’s the only way we have.
